
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SUNDAY: Partly cloudy, 

very warm, windy. Low 

61, high 80. 

MONDAY: Partly cloudy 

and warm. Low 63, 

high 77. 

TUESDAY: Partly 

cloudy, warm, windy. 

Low 53, high 78.

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Additional content, including 

interactive puzzles and games 

and a weekly news recap, can 

be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and 

digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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T
he state property tax system is 
unfair, confusing and rotten to 
the core.

The Watchdog collected stories from 
the 2021 tax season that prove my point. 
Unfortunately, these stories are not 
rarities. This is like a Ripley’s Believe it or 
Not! exhibition about hurt taxpayers.

Denton County
Let’s begin with news coming out 

of troubled Denton Central Appraisal 
District, where civil war has broken 
out.

Beverly Henley, the outgoing chair-
person of the Denton County Apprais-
al Review Board, which handles home 

value protests, has filed a complaint 
with the state against Denton County 
Chief Appraiser Hope McClure.

In her letter to state regulators, 
Henley, who is resigning on Jan. 1, 
dished the dirt. She accused McClure 
of “suspected fraud” hurting both 
governments and taxpayers.

Her chief accusation is that Mc-
Clure couldn’t meet deadlines to finish 
property reviews, so McClure sent out 
erroneous value notices to hundreds 
— and some say thousands — of 
property owners. The notices showed 

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

From new headquarters to new 
district lines to new transportation, 
change was the standard for Denton 
County in 2021 — all while wrangling 
year two of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. In no particular order, here are this 
year’s top five county storylines as cov-
ered by the Denton Record-Chronicle.

Coronavirus pandemic
2021 began with Denton County 

facing the highest number of coro-
navirus cases it had to date, and the 
county public health department’s role 
became magnified with the rollout 
of COVID-19 vaccines. As criticism 
mounted over the state’s handling of 
vaccine shots, frustrated boiled over to 
Denton County Public Health’s own 

A stormy year
County is roiled by 
virus, then rolls out 
vaccines en masse, 
and other top stories
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Gray clouds loom above the new Denton County Administrative Courthouse off Loop 288 as a heavy precipitation storm complex moves in Oct. 13. 

The four-story, 96,000-square-foot building now houses more than 10 county offices and courts.

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton’s government saw significant 
shifts amid an already tumultuous 2021.

Below, in no particular order, are the 
top five city of Denton stories published 
by the Denton Record-Chronicle along 
the way:

3 new members elected  
to Denton City Council

Three Denton City Council incum-
bents lost their election bids earlier this 
year.

That included two-time incumbent 
John Ryan, who lost his seat to political 
newcomer Alison Maguire.

Incumbents Birdia Johnson and Con-
nie Baker both won their seats in special 
elections after former council members 
Gerard Hudspeth and Keely Briggs re-
signed their seats to run for mayor.

Hudspeth won that bout and is up 

for his first reelection as mayor in 2022.
Johnson and Baker lost their seats to 

Vicki Byrd and Brian Beck, respectively.

Another key Denton city  
role filled by interim

A half-dozen city administrators’ 
jobs were filled by interim replace-
ments during 2021, and the bulk of 
them were still occupied by interims in 
late December.

 ■ Sara Hensley took over from for-
mer City Manager Todd Hileman.

 ■ Tiffany Thomson took over from 
former Assistant City Manager Sarah 
Hensley.

By Cassandra Pollock and Chris Essig
The Texas Tribune

As the omicron variant of COVID-19 
continues to spread rapidly, a real-time 
snapshot of how the virus is impacting 
Texans may be muddled over the next 
couple of weeks thanks to a lag in state 
data and soaring demand for at-home 
tests.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services, which tracks the num-
ber of coronavirus vaccinations, cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths across the 
state, won’t be updating its daily dash-
board Friday through Sunday both this 
weekend and next over the holidays.

The agency, which delayed report-
ing daily data over the Thanksgiving 
holiday in November, told The Texas 
Tribune it plans to backfill that data the 
following Monday in both cases.

Those information lapses come at 
an inopportune time: Texas has again 
started to see a rapid increase in the 
number of coronavirus infections.

According to state data, the sev-
en-day average for the number of con-
firmed cases has doubled over the past 
week. And while COVID-19 hospital-
izations have remained relatively low 
in most of the state so far, the number 
of hospitals reporting full intensive 
care units has started to rise again after 
dropping since August.

A DSHS spokesperson said Wednes-
day that the agency is taking the break 
to give its staff a chance to enjoy the hol-
iday season.

“Frankly, it’s just a matter of wanting 
to give our staff, who have been work-
ing all the time for the last nearly two 
years, a chance to spend the holidays 
with their family without having to be 
chasing down numbers,” said Chris Van 
Deusen.

Still, some health experts say that 
time off is coming at a crucial time.

“Crunch time is now — Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day — and it’s going to 
be a very bad time as omicron starts to 
rev up,” said Dr. Peter Hotez, dean of 
the National School of Tropical Medi-
cine at Baylor College of Medicine and 
co-director of the Texas Children’s Hos-
pital Center for Vaccine Development. 
“It just puts more of a burden on the lo-
cal health departments to manage that 
situation.”

Another potential blind spot in the 
state data is the surge of at-home tests, 
which drug stores like CVS and Wal-
greens have reported are widely out of 
stock or in short supply nationwide for 
months. Those tests aren’t automati-
cally reported to the state, which could 
affect the state’s understanding of how 
many Texans are testing positive for the 
virus.

“I imagine most people don’t even 
know who to report it to, which would 
be your local health department,” said 
Catherine Troisi, an infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist with the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Science Center at 

Believe-it-or-not moments in Texas property taxes

Dave Lieber
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Holidays, 
home tests 
snarl virus 
tracking

FINAL SUNDAY

City Hall marked by change in 2021

Denton City Council 

District 1 candidate 

Vicki Byrd raises 

her fist with joy 

after viewing elec-

tion results May 

1 during a watch 

party at Steve’s 

Wine Bar. Byrd was 

elected in District 

1 with 51% of the 

vote, ousting Birdia 

Johnson.
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Police report: 
Man arrives 
early to robbery
Blotter, 2A

Flight cancellations 
grow as omicron 
disrupts Christmas
National, 7A

DFW home prices expected to keep rising in 2022 / Regional, 2A
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