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So many people showed 
up to support Beto O’Rourke 
at Golden Boy Coffee & 
Cocktails that organizers 
had to move the crowd out-
side before the Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate 
spoke on Sunday evening.

The crowd patiently 
waited outside until they 
cheered while holding their 
signs as O’Rourke came out. 
Organizers dubbed it O’Ro-
urke’s final rally in Denton 
before Tuesday’s election 

against the Republican in-
cumbent, Greg Abbott.

O’Rourke spoke to the 
crowd about key issues such 
as the electric grid, abortion, 
teacher pay and more.

“This is the last Sunday 
of our lives before the most 
important Tuesday of our 
lives,” he told the crowd as 
they cheered.

O’Rourke claimed that 
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Election Day is Tuesday

Tylor Perry’s return  
has UNT confident about 
its chances this season
The Mean Green’s season opener is 
on Monday against Southern Naza-
rene, and hopes are high for another 
memorable year. >> Sports, 7A

Find polling locations on Page 6A, and 
everything you need to know about 
local elections in Section D.

CRIME
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Frequent catalytic convert-
er thefts over the past several 
months in Denton County have 
compelled police, politicians and 
car dealerships to look for solu-
tions. The thefts’ prevalence has 
made it hard for manufacturers 
to keep up with the demand for 
catalytic converters and victims 
— some of whom have had their 
vehicle targeted twice — waiting 
months for new parts.

Selling a catalytic converter at a 
scrapyard can score a thief several 
thousand dollars depending on the 
condition and quality of material. 
And thieves can get under a car 
and leave with a catalytic convert-
er in just a few minutes, experts 
said.

Thefts of this nature were 
commonplace among the Denton 
Police Department’s media reports. 
By Aug. 24 this year, there were 221 
catalytic converters reported sto-
len in Denton. That’s an estimated 
total loss of $350,000 in parts and 
labor. For comparison, city spokes-

person Stuart Birdseye said 187 
were reported stolen in all of 2021.

The Corinth Police Department 
has received 46 such reports so 
far this year, which Capt. Jimmie 
Gregg said was definitely an in-
crease from previous years.

Between Aug. 1 and Sept. 15, 

the Denton Police Department 
received 34 reports of stolen cat-
alytic converters. That was during 
a recent decline in reports, Denton 
police spokesperson Allison Beck-
with said.

At an August meet-and-greet 
for the Denton police chief, an 

officer brought up concerns to one 
of the candidates about the thefts. 
The sheer volume of the reports 
was taking up officers’ time away 
from focusing on other pressing 
investigations, he said.

“These have been difficult to 
investigate in the past,” Beckwith 

said in a Sept. 26 interview. “I think 
all the different areas in North Tex-
as are realizing that this has been a 
large source of theft lately.”

Beckwith said the thefts happen 
to a variety of vehicles, but the 
most common model seen in the 
department’s reports is the Toyota 
Tundra. While some vehicles have 
only one catalytic converter, the 
Tundra has four and sits higher, 
making the parts more accessible 
to thieves.

Additionally, hotels are a typical 
target for catalytic converters 
thefts. The Denton Record-Chron-

icle reported in May about five 
catalytic converters stolen from 
vehicles in one night at the Em-
bassy Suites by Hilton Denton 
Convention Center, at 3100 Town 
Center Trail.

Tim Dorweiler, the service direc-
tor at Toyota of Denton, deals with 
the aftermath of the thefts on a 
regular basis. The Denton dealer-
ship has seen well over 100 thefts 
this year, he said.

“We had a big wave of them 
right when college classes started 
back up,” Dorweiler said. “Mom 
and Dad were moving the kids up 
to the dorms, staying in hotels and 
their cars were getting hit. Then, 
obviously we have the normal ones 
from residents at apartment com-
plexes, at grocery stores.”

Dorweiler said Thursday he had 
a line of about 40 cars waiting for 
new catalytic converters, but the 

Exhausting options against theft
As local catalytic 
converter thefts 
rise, police and 
others seek to 
combat trend
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Toyota Tundra trucks are the most common vehicles to appear in catalytic converter theft reports made 
to the Denton Police Department. The Tundra has four catalytic converters while other vehicles might 
have one. The catalytic converters on a Tundra sit higher as well, making them more accessible.

O’Rourke holds 
rally in Denton 
less than 2 days 
before election
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Democrat Beto O’Rourke, who’s running for governor, speaks to a crowd gathered outside Golden Boy Coffee Co. on 
Sunday evening. O’Rourke’s campaign billed it as one of the candidate’s last stops before Election Day on Tuesday.

GOVERNOR’S RACE

See O’ROURKE on 5A

See VEHICLES on 5A

Brett Vito: UNT isn’t 
settling for anything less 
than a championship
>> Sports, 7A


