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By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer

paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Some Denton City Council mem-
bers told the Denton Record-Chronicle 
Wednesday that an emergency meeting 
scheduled for the next day to discuss 
mandating wearing face coverings is 
warranted after they say Gov. Greg Ab-

bott is putting people’s lives at risk un-
necessarily.

The emergency meeting announce-
ment comes about a day after council 
members had a lengthy discussion about 
the possibility of a local mask mandate 
as the delta variant continues to drive 
up coronavirus infections in North Tex-
as. Denton County Public Health con-
firmed another 164 coronavirus infec-
tions in Denton on Wednesday, among 
530 new cases in the county.

‘Time-sensitive’ discussion
“It takes three people to call an 

emergency meeting,” council mem-

ber Deb Armintor said Wednesday. “I 
was the one who raised the issue at the 
meeting yesterday. Plus, it takes a legit 
emergency. ... But I had emailed asking 
for one and [copied] Meltzer because 
he is on the agenda committee.”

Armintor said Meltzer responded 
saying, “This is really an emergency.”

“I’m really glad it’s happening be-
cause it’s very time-sensitive to have 
this discussion so we can have some 
form of mask mandate,” she said.

Meltzer said he agrees.
“I supported Deb’s request, and Bri-

an [Beck] requested the emergency 
meeting as well,” Meltzer said. “I have 

also requested two other emergency 
meetings during COVID-19 on unem-
ployment benefits and evictions and a 
mask mandate.”

“We have a serious issue we have to 
address,” he said. “I don’t want the next 
variant to be called the Denton variant.”

Hudspeth said Wednesday that he 
doesn’t know “what the confines are 
right now” to the meeting, “so I can’t 
add anything.”

Support for city mandate
But during their council meeting 

Tuesday, four members — Armintor, 
Alison Maguire, Beck and Meltzer — 

showed support for defying the gover-
nor’s order that prevents governments 
from requiring the wearing of masks.

“I assume this meeting is related to a 
mask mandate,” council member Jesse 
Davis said Wednesday. “I haven’t seen 
the agenda yet. If it is on masks, as I as-
sume it is … I hope my fellow council 
members remember that the tempo-
rary restraining order that’s been is-
sued by a judge in Dallas County is not 
a judgment. I feel like what I’m seeing 
on social media is that the governor has 
been shut down.”

By Marshall Reid Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Local pandemic statistics are in 
some cases double what they were 
heading into the school year compared 
to this past year as local students head 
back to class this week.

Krum ISD school opened for the 
2021-22 school year Tuesday. Denton 
ISD will follow suit on Thursday, Ar-
gyle ISD on Monday and Sanger ISD 
on Thursday, Aug. 19.

The primary differences between 
this school year and last is that the 
2020-21 year began with most students 
learning online, and 2021-22 will see at 
least a significant portion of adults and 
teens on each campus vaccinated.

Also different this time around, 
Denton County Public Health isn’t rec-
ommending school districts push back 
the start of their school year.

DCPH Director Matt Richardson 
asked local school districts during the 
summer of 2020 to delay the first day 
of classes until at least Sept. 8. That rec-
ommendation was largely unheeded in 
Denton County.

“I think at that point we didn’t know 
what would happen,” he said. “We 
weren’t sure what the situation was.”

On Aug. 25, 2020, just one day 
before Denton ISD brought students 
back to classes, the weekly average of 
new coronavirus infections was hover-
ing just below 150 daily cases, and the 

By Joshua Fechter and Patrick Svitek
The Texas Tribune

As Texas students too young to get 
vaccinated head back to school while 
the highly contagious delta variant 
threatens to overflow hospitals, a grow-
ing cadre of local government officials 
have mandated mask-wearing in bids 
to slow the spread of COVID-19 — de-
fying Gov. Greg Abbott.

This week, officials in Dallas and 
Bexar counties successfully sued for 
the right to again require masks in 
public schools and many government 
buildings — at least temporarily. Dallas 
County Judge Clay Jenkins went a step 
further Wednesday and mandated that 

child care centers and 
businesses must also 
require employees 
and customers to wear 
masks.

“We are all team 
public health and the 
enemy is the virus,” 
Jenkins said. “Right 

now, the enemy is winning.”
Other officials didn’t bother with 

a court battle. Travis County officials 
went ahead Wednesday afternoon with 
an order requiring mask-wearing in 
public schools. Some of the state’s larg-
est school districts — Austin, Houston 
and Fort Worth — already plan to re-

quire students, teachers and staff to 
don masks.

“The rebellion is spreading across 
the state,” Bexar County Judge Nelson 
Wolff said.

Abbott — under intense pressure 
from some on his right to hold the line 
against local officials who want to re-
quire masks — now is trying to quell 
that rebellion.

Hours after Jenkins signed his man-
date, Abbott and Attorney General Ken 
Paxton announced they would go to 
court to block Dallas County’s top offi-
cial — asking the 5th Court of Appeals 

Jeff Woo/DRC

Krum ISD faculty and staff welcome back students on their first day of class Tuesday as parents drop them off at Hattie Dyer Elementary 

School in Krum.

School’s in swing

By Brittany Shammas, Adam Taylor, 
Adela Suliman, Bryan Pietsch
The Washington Post

World Health Organization Director 
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus suggested Wednesday that unless 
things change, the world could see 100 
million more cases of COVID-19 by the 
early months of next year.

“At the current trajectory, we could 
pass 300 million cases early next year,” 
he said during a media briefing. “But 
we can change that. We are all in this 
together, but the world is not acting like 
it.”

The number of recorded COVID-19 
cases had reached 200 million last 
week, just six months after the world 

passed 100 million cases, Tedros noted, 
“and we know that the real number of 
cases is much higher.”

At the briefing, WHO officials em-
phasized that more research was being 
done on treatment for COVID-19 in 
an unprecedented multicountry trial 
called Solidarity Plus, which will look at 
the effectiveness of three new drugs in 

52 countries.
Officials also said the spread of 

virulent variants such as delta would 
change assumptions about herd immu-
nity and vaccination targets.

“There’s no specific number or mag-
ic number that needs to be achieved. 

Second 
COVID-19 
school 
year here
Denton ISD classes 
start today with face 
masks recommended

Council to discuss Denton mask mandate
4 representatives have 
signaled support for 
possible ordinance that 
would defy Abbott ban

See DENTON on 5A

WHO director predicts 100M more virus cases

See VIRUS on 5A See SCHOOLS on 5A

After local officials defy mask rule 
ban, Abbott begins to clamp down

Brandon Wade/For the Dallas Morning News

Dallas ISD Superintendent Michael Hinojosa announces Monday that 

masks will be required at all Dallas ISD schools. Some of Texas’ largest 

school districts — including Austin, Houston and Fort Worth — plan to 

require students, teachers and staff to don masks.

Greg Abbott
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