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County offering vaccine
for kids as young as 5
By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County Public Health has
opened COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to children ages 5-11 and soon will
host kid-friendly clinics specifically
for young children and their parents
starting next week, the department announced Wednesday.
Following the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s recommendation of the Pfizer-BioNTech shot for

ages 5-11, local parents now can register
their children on DCPH’s list to receive
the vaccine. As with other age groups,
children will receive the shot in two
doses, with the second given at least
three weeks after the first. But for kids
between 5 and 11, the Pfizer dosage is
one-third that of an adult dose.
“Prioritizing children who have
now patiently waited 20 months for
protection from COVID-19 is now our
greatest priority,” DCPH Director Matt
Richardson stated in the news release.

“We know children can get and spread
COVID-19, and vaccination remains
the best way to protect them. With over
70,000 children in Denton County
now eligible, we are eager to provide
our clinics alongside the many pediatricians and pharmacies offering vaccines
to children.”
The county will host several pediatric-only vaccine clinics for the newly eligible children and their parents.
See VACCINES on 4A

Jeff Woo/DRC file photo

Medical staff bring out COVID-19 vaccine doses during a Denton County Public Health clinic Oct. 6 in Little Elm. DCPH’s upcoming clinics for
children ages 5-11 will be at the Denton County Morse Street Facility —
indoors rather than drive-thru, so parents can assist their children.
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US judge to sentence
real estate agent who
was at Capitol Jan. 6
By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

within the county. The state’s “county
line rule,” MALC argues, would require
two districts be drawn within Cameron, with the remaining population connected to a single neighboring district,
as was the case under the map the state

Of the 24 people who have been
convicted in connection with the U.S.
Capitol riot, half have been sentenced
to probation. That’s the sentence Jenna Ryan, who flew from Denton to the
protest, and her attorney are seeking.
Ryan and her attorney are seeking
probation for parading, picketing or
demonstrating in the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, but U.S. prosecutors are standing by their suggestion for 60 days
of incarceration. Both have agreed to
Ryan paying $500 in restitution.
A U.S. federal judge will have the final say Thursday when Ryan, a Denton
County real estate agent, will appear in
person for her sentencing in Washington, D.C. Almost 700 people have been
charged in connection with the Jan. 6
riot; about 105 have pleaded guilty, and
24 have been sentenced, according to
the U.S. Department of Justice.
Ryan will be the first Denton County resident to be sentenced. She was the
first area resident to plead guilty and as
of Wednesday remains the only local
guilty plea.
In a letter to presiding Judge Christopher Cooper, Ryan apologized for
entering the Capitol building, emphasized that she didn’t see, commit or lie
about any violence that day and said
U.S. prosecutors have created false
statements and a false timeline to get

See REDISTRICTING on 4A

See CAPITOL on 4A
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Guests mingle during Wednesday’s opening reception for the Texas Downtown Conference at Sunago Bell on the Square. The only statewide
conference dedicated to downtowns is happening in Denton this year.

Texas’ new House map challenged in state court
By Alexa Ura
The Texas Tribune

Opening a second front in widening
legal wars over redistricting, a coalition
of mostly Hispanic, Democratic members of the Texas House filed suit in
state court Wednesday challenging the
constitutionality of the new political

map for the state House.
Multiple lawsuits challenging new
political districts drawn by the Republican-controlled Legislature will play out
in federal court, but the Mexican American Legislative Caucus filed the state
case citing language in the Texas Constitution requiring legislators drawing

the Texas House’s 150 districts to keep
intact counties with sufficient population to make up one House district.
MALC’s challenge centers on the
reconfiguration of Cameron County in
the Rio Grande Valley, which breaks
the county line twice to create three
districts — only one wholly contained

Pandemic redirects UNT grads’
dreams to jewelry making
By Tony Howerton
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

On their back porch in the Denton
suburbs, a couple make handmade jewelry, designing and building their pieces
entirely from the ground up, from design to gem cutting to the final product.
After being unable to work in early
2020 because of COVID-19, these two
University of North Texas graduates
have been active throughout the pandemic as jewelry creators that operate
entirely independently, marketing,
designing, creating and selling their
pieces by themselves.
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Kera Dockins, a 2020 UNT graduate with a bachelor’s degree in music,
is the owner of Modern Folia, a handcrafted jewelry business run with her
boyfriend and business partner, Ryan
Kirby, who also has a music degree
from UNT.
Dockins, a self-taught metalsmith,
and Kirby, a self-taught lapidarist
(someone who cuts and shapes gems
and stones), both produce their handcrafted jewelry at their home in Denton.
Originally a small online vendor selling
jewelry to friends and family through
Dockins’ parents’ yoga studios, the

business has expanded to its own small
enterprise with a dedicated online store
and a Facebook page. The business was
originally founded as “Namatags” (a
play on the word “namaste”) by Dockins’ mother, Stacy Dockins, about a decade ago and has been owned by Kera
Dockins since 2014.
The business, formerly known as
both Arek Jewelry and Namatags, has
undergone many changes over the past
few years.
“Early 2020 was when I shifted my
See JEWELRY on 4A

Support local journalism.
Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.
Got a news tip or breaking news to report?
Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.
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Kera Dockins, left, a 2020 University of North Texas graduate with a
bachelor’s degree in music, is the owner of Modern Folia, a handcrafted
jewelry business run with her boyfriend and business partner, Ryan Kirby, who is also a UNT graduate with a degree in music.
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