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By J. David Goodman
The New York Times Company

EAGLE PASS — Beto O’Rourke 
entered the race for Texas governor on 
Monday, criticizing what he described 
as the ultraconservative policies and 
antiimmigrant rhetoric of Gov. Greg 
Abbott. It is a longshot bid to win an 
office Democrats last occupied in 1995.

In a video announcing his run and 
in an interview Monday, O’Rourke, a 
former El Paso congressman and 2020 
Democratic presidential candidate, 
presented his campaign as a corrective 
to what he said were the “extremist 
policies” of the state’s Republican lead
ership, including Abbott, who has over
seen a sharp turn to the right in Texas.

“I want to make 
sure we get past the 
smallness and the di
visiveness of Greg Ab
bott,” he said in a tele
phone interview as he 
drove from his home 
in El Paso for his first 
campaign swing.

O’Rourke’s en
trance into the race gave a boost to 
Democrats in Texas and around the 
country after losses or neardefeats on 
political ground they used to control, 
including in Virginia, New Jersey and 
San Antonio. Apart from giving them 
a shot at the governor’s mansion, Dem
ocrats are hoping that O’Rourke’s pres

ence at the top of the ticket will increase 
turnout and help Democratic candi
dates in downballot races across Texas.

The 2022 contest for Texas gover
nor is expected to be among the most 
expensive ever in the state, given O’Ro
urke’s ability to raise money from small 
donors nationwide, his willingness to 
take large contributions this time and 
Abbott’s nearly $60 million campaign 
war chest.

In the interview, O’Rourke said 
that Abbott had “abandoned” ordinary 
Texans during and after the failure of 
the Texas grid in February, a blackout 
that killed hundreds of people and left 
millions without power in frigid condi
tions. He said that afterward, Repub

licans focused instead on passing laws 
limiting abortion and allowing Texans 
to carry handguns without a permit.

He said Abbott bore some responsi
bility for the mass shooting in El Paso in 
2019 that killed 23 people. The gunman 
in that attack, at a bordercity Walmart, 
faces federal hatecrime charges; pros
ecutors said he targeted Hispanics. 
O’Rourke cited a fundraising letter sent 
by the Abbott campaign a day before 
the shooting. The letter urged support
ers to “defend Texas” against a surge of 
immigrants entering the U.S. illegally at 
the border and to “take matters into our 
own hands.”

“Within days, somebody did just 
that,” O’Rourke said. “Having learned 

nothing from that, he is using the lan
guage of invasion,” he added, referring 
to Abbott’s more recent comments 
about the border. The continued use of 
antiimmigrant rhetoric and the easier 
access to guns, he said, will “very like
ly cause other attacks like we saw in El 
Paso.”

Abbott later expressed some regret 
about the letter, saying that “mistakes 
were made.”

The Abbott campaign responded to 
O’Rourke’s entrance into the race Mon
day by tying him to President Joe Biden 
visually — in a slowly morphing image 
of their two faces — and in a statement 

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Monday was America Recycles 
Day, and if you’re feeling inspired to 
go green, there are lots of options for 
recycling in Denton offered by city mu
nicipal services, private businesses and 
nonprofits. Here’s a handy guide for 
whatever you are looking to keep out of 
the landfill.

Plastic
If you have a city recycling cart, 

plastic bottles, cartons and other items 
numbered 17 can go right in the bin. 
Just make sure they are clean and dry 
— food particles can contaminate recy
cled items.

Those pesky plastic grocery bags, 
on the other hand, cannot go in your 
blue bin. But several local grocers in
cluding Kroger, Winco and Walmart 
have large plastic barrels just inside 
the store entrance for recycling them 
(or at least the excess ones you aren’t 
using in your bathroom trash can).

Other plastic items like disposable 
utensils and plates, plastic toys and 
hangers — both plastic and metal — 
should be thrown away.

Glass
Like plastic, clean, unbroken glass 

numbered 17 can go in residential 
recycling carts, but glass that is bro
ken or not marked with a recycling 
symbol should go in the trash. All lids 
should be removed before recycling.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Although texts for 911 services 
in Denton County haven’t been as 
common as calls, the option is much 
needed for people with disabilities 

and those in situations where it’s 
too dangerous to make a phone 
call, Denco 911’s executive director 
said.

Denco 911, Denton County’s 
emergency communications dis
trict, handles and maintains the 

911 network here. Five years after 
the text message option rolled out 
in Denco’s service area, there have 
only been 4,506 texting sessions, 
as of Wednesday. Greg Ballentine, 
Denco’s executive director, said they 
didn’t know what to expect when 

the option was up and running Oct. 
4, 2016.

At about 900 text sessions per 
year, the figure is much lower than 
Denco’s 264,905 phone calls last 

5 years of text-to-911

Few in county text for emergency help, but operator says it’s important that they can

Zaira Perez/DRC

Deiva McCarthy, a 911 dispatcher and supervisor at the Denton Police Department, works using six computer monitors on Nov. 8 at the 

police headquarters. Dispatchers can answer text-to-911 messages on their screens, although Denton County’s emergency communica-

tions district has seen less than 5,000 text sessions since the option rolled out in 2016.

See 911 on 5A

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

The Denton Public Library on Mon
day canceled a children’s story time 
scheduled for Saturday, citing safety 
concerns for library patrons and staff. 
The library said it had received com
plaints from people who mistakenly be
lieved the event included books about 
transgender children.

The program, called Rainbow Sto
ryTime, happens three times a year 
and is scheduled to coincide on days 
focused on marginalized groups. The 
Saturday morning program at North 
Branch Library would 
have included three 
titles about children 
accepting themselves 
and one another.

A statement re
leased Monday said 
some printed mate
rials incorrectly used 
the word “transgen
der” in reference to 
the program because the story time 
falls on the national Transgender Day 
of Remembrance, a day to memorial

ize transgender people who have been 
murdered as a result of transphobia. 
The printed material, which was lifted 
from an ageappropriate transgender 
story time the library hosted in 2019, 
was then corrected.

The statement from city spokesman 
Ryan Adams said inaccurate informa
tion about the three books — Red: A 
Crayon’s Story by Michael Hall, I’m a 
Girl by Yasmeen Ismail and What Riley 
Wore by Elana K. Arnold — had been 
spread in Denton and beyond, resulting 
in disrespectful and hostile complaints 
to the library staff.

Jennifer Bekker, the director of li
braries, said the library started getting 

Story time canceled over safety concerns
Denton library says 
complaints claimed 
books were about 
transgender children
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The Denton Public Library has canceled Rainbow StoryTime, which 

would have taken place Saturday at North Branch Library.

Jennifer 

Bekker

See LIBRARY on 5A

O’Rourke’s run for governor will test Democrats’ strength

Beto 

O’Rourke

What can 
Denton 
recycle?
For America Recycles 
Day, here’s an overview 
of services in the area

See O’ROURKE on 6A

See RECYCLING on 5A


