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Store video shows 
someone pocketing a 
shopper’s lost iPhone
Video surveillance footage shows a 
person putting a woman’s lost iPhone 
in his pocket at Five Below on Loop 
288, according to a police report.
>> Blotter, 2A

Puerto Rico without 
power as Hurricane 
Fiona slams island
Hurricane Fiona battered Puerto Rico 
on Sunday, cutting power to the en-
tire island while bringing destruc-
tive winds and life-threatening flash 
flooding. >> National, 3A

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

To pursue political and busi-
ness work full-time, area political 
consultant Matt Armstrong has 
resigned as chief administrator for 
Denton County Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Ryan Williams — a position 
that’s already been filled by a dif-
ferent commissioner’s former chief 
administrator.

Armstrong’s departure
Armstrong is a well-known 

North Texas political consultant 

who owns Flow-
er Mound-based 
Grassroutes Public 
Relations. He has 
worked on politi-
cal campaigns for 
conservative can-
didates in a variety 
of positions, which 
have sometimes 
resulted in controversy.

In January, a lawsuit was filed 
against Armstrong over his role 
in the Denton County Republican 
Party chair race. Now-chair Brent 
Hagenbuch alleged Armstrong 

switched sides 
from Hagenbuch’s 
campaign to his 
opponent, Connie 
Hudson. The suit 
was settled several 
months after it was 
filed.

Armstrong is also 
a consultant for 

Williams, who unseated incumbent 
Hugh Coleman for Denton County 
Precinct 1 commissioner in 2020. 
Coleman filed an IRS complaint 
against both of them, alleging 
several violations against the cam-

paign. It isn’t clear if an investiga-
tion ended up taking place.

When Williams took office, 
he hired Armstrong as his chief 
administrator — each of the four 
county precinct commissioners 
has one such employee. Armstrong 
has held the job since, with an an-
nual salary of $77,234 in 2021 and 
$81,940 in 2022.

During Tuesday’s Commis-
sioners Court meeting, however, 
Williams announced Armstrong is 
resigning as chief administrator. 
Each of them posted on social 
media about the change, with 

Armstrong stating “there are some 
exciting business ventures I will be 
embarking on, in addition to some 
very important things I wish to 
achieve in the political arena.”

Williams, reached Thursday, said 
it was purely Armstrong’s deci-
sion to resign. He said the two had 
already discussed separating at 
some point so Armstrong could go 
back to full-time consulting. Wil-
liams also clarified that Armstrong 
will likely be heading up his 2024 
reelection campaign, similar to his 

DENTON COUNTY

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

By Juan Betancourt
Staff Writer

juan.betancourt@dentonrc.com

Lilyan Prado-Carrillo retold the 
story of crossing the Rio Grande to 
get to the United States when she 
was 5. Her parents had migrat-
ed from Guatemala to the U.S. to 
find a better opportunity for their 
family.

A rope was thrown to her family 
to cross the river. Prado-Carrillo 
remembers the high river and cur-
rents while her dad held her sister 
on his shoulders and the coyote 
held her.

Prado-Carrillo is not afraid to tell 
the story of how her family crossed 
the border because she wants 
people to understand the sacrific-
es her parents made to leave their 
homeland.

“We can sit here and judge, or 
we can sit here and try to under-
stand why these parents do this,” 
she told the crowd Saturday.

Prado-Carrillo was the keynote 
speaker for the Hispanic Heritage 
Month event hosted at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Recreation Center 
on Saturday morning.

This was the second year for 
the center to host the event, titled 
“Unidos: Inclusivity for a Stron-
ger Nation.” Prado-Carrillo talked 
about the importance of having 
Latino representation, under-
standing why families sacrifice to 
cross the border and getting Latino 
women recognized.

Hispanic Heritage Month runs 
from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. The month 
celebrates the histories, cultures 
and contributions of American cit-
izens whose ancestors came from 
Mexico, Central and South Ameri-
ca, Spain and the Caribbean.

Sept. 15 is significant because it 
is the anniversary of independence 
for Latin American countries, 
including Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicara-
gua. Mexico celebrated its inde-
pendence on Sept. 16, while Chile 

celebrated on Sept. 18.
Prado-Carrillo, a bilingual spe-

cialist at Alexander Elementary 
School, told the crowd that Ameri-
can textbooks are one-sided when 
retelling Latino history. 

Prado-Carrillo said it is up to 

leaders and parents to take the 
issue with the Texas Legislature to 
get the entire Latino history into 
textbooks.

“We have to go out there,” 

‘Unidos’ and understanding
Speakers discuss 
the importance 
of sacrifice and 
representation 
during Hispanic 
Heritage Month

Juan Betancourt/DRC
Lilyan Prado-Carrillo shares the importance of Latino representation during Saturday’s Hispanic Heritage Month event at Martin Luther King 
Jr. Recreation Center.
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UNT clings to 
fact that goals 
are still in reach 
following loss 
to UNLV
>> Sports, 7A


