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Denton City Council member 
Brandon Chase McGee, a profes-
sional truck driver, appeared to 
have been driving his truck route 
while joining a special-called coun-
cil meeting Tuesday morning on 
video, and violating state law in the 
process.

McGee participated via video 
chat to vote on certifying the elec-
tion results regarding former City 
Council member Alison Maguire’s 
recall and Denton’s marijuana de-
criminalization ordinance.

When he first appeared on vid-
eo, McGee seemed to be holding 
his cellphone in his hand as if he 
were taking a casual call from the 
driver’s seat. In the video recording 
of the meeting, it appears that ev-
ery once in a while, his eyes would 
shift to the road, but it was unclear 
if he was parked or driving during 
the meeting.

Toward the end of the meeting 
Tuesday, he appeared on screen 
again, but looked to have placed 
his cellphone lower, possibly near a 
cup holder. His hands were on the 
steering wheel, his Bluetooth phone 
headset was in his ear and his seat 
belt was fastened.

Businesses and trees flashed by 
the window as he seemed to be 
driving to make his delivery while 
addressing his fellow council mem-
bers and the public.
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UNT’s KD Davis 
chasing tackles 
and records as 
season nears end
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E
very once in a while, when he’s out to dinner with fam-

ily, someone will recognize one of the more successful 

professional athletes living in Denton.

Riley Webb will gladly say hello, usually to a fan who fol-

lows the world of professional rodeo.

Roped in
National rodeo title — and lots 
of prize money — on the line for 
Denton 19-year-old Riley Webb

Denton 
resident 
Riley Webb 
competes 
in a rodeo in 
2021. Webb, 
a nationally 
ranked tie-
down roper, 
will compete 
in the Na-
tional Finals 
Rodeo begin-
ning Dec. 1.
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RODEO

T
hanksgiving historically 
celebrated the safe ar-
rival of a ship, the end 

of a drought or a bounteous 
harvest. While early Denton 
settlers may have celebrated 
harvests, America’s Thanks-
giving didn’t become official 
until a woman persuaded 
President Abraham Lincoln to de-
clare it a national holiday.

According to writer David Kindy, 
the narrative of Pilgrims landing 
on Plymouth Rock wearing black 

outfits with silver buckles is mostly 
stuffing. Waterfowl and venison, 
not turkey, were served at the 1621 
celebration that forged an uneasy 
truce between 53 Mayflower sur-

vivors and 90 Wampanoag 
Native Americans.

Eleven years earlier, 
colonists from Jamestown, 
Virginia, and Narragansett 
natives celebrated Thanks-
giving for the arrival of a ship 
bringing food. After the Civil 
War, the Thanksgiving nar-

rative shifted to the Pilgrims’ later 
celebration.

In 1598, Juan de Oñate 

Thank a woman for making 
Thanksgiving a national holiday

DRC file photo
Volunteers pass out meals to guests during the 2021 Thanksgiving 
Community Banquet at Calhoun Middle School.

Riley Webb has 
been attending 
rodeos since 
he was young. 
His parents 
took him to the 
North Texas 
Fair and Rodeo 
shortly after he 
was born. He’s 
shown here on 
Little Red. 

Council 
member 
meets 
via video 
chat while 
trucking
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Argyle and Aubrey set 
sights on region finals
Standing between the Argyle Ea-
gles and a return to the regional final 
round is a rematch with Grapevine. 
Also Friday, the Aubrey Chaparrals will 
clash with Pleasant Grove. >> Sports, 6A

How to prevent holiday 
dinners from going  
up in flames
The Denton Fire Department warns 
that Thanksgiving is one of the most 
dangerous times for cooking fires and 
other culinary accidents. >> Local, 2A

“We’re a little out of the public 
eye,” Webb said. “It’s different than 
baseball, football or other sports.”

Next week is one of the excep-
tions, when athletes like Webb step 

into the spotlight.
The National Finals Rodeo runs 

Dec. 1-10. It’s the pinnacle event in 

See WEBB on 5A See MEETING on 5A

See RAMSAY on 2A


