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By Justin Grass
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Fifty years ago Saturday, Apollo 11 
made history with the spaceflight that 
landed humans on the moon — histo-
ry that Denton holds a piece of.

M.P. “Pete” Frank III was born in 
Bryan and grew up in Denton, grad-
uating from Denton High School in 
1948. He then enrolled in the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, where he was in 
the Navy ROTC program, eventually 
going into flight training and serving 

Denton High grad played 
key role in lunar landings
Pete Frank served as 
flight commander  
on Apollo 14 and 16

Courtesy photo

M.P. “Pete” Frank III is shown as 

a high school senior in the 1948 

edition of the Denton High School 

Bronco yearbook.

By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A 
half-century ago, in the middle of a 
mean year of war, famine, violence 
in the streets and the widening of 
the generation gap, men from planet 
Earth stepped onto another world for 
the first time, uniting people around 
the globe in a way not seen before or 
since.

Hundreds of millions tuned in to 
radios or watched the grainy black-
and-white images on TV as Apollo 11’s 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin set 
foot on the moon on July 20, 1969, in 
one of humanity’s most glorious tech-
nological achievements.

Astronaut Michael Collins, who 

orbited the moon alone in the moth-
er ship while Armstrong proclaimed 
for the ages, “That’s one small step 
for man, one giant leap for mankind,” 
was struck by the banding together of 
Earth’s inhabitants.

“It was a wonderful achievement 
in the sense that people everywhere 
around the planet applauded it: north, 
south, east, west, rich, poor, Commu-
nist, whatever,” Collins, now 88, told 
The Associated Press in a recent inter-
view.

That sense of unity did not last 
long. But 50 years later, Apollo 11 
— the culmination of eight years of 
breakneck labor involving a workforce 
of 400,000 and a price tag in the bil-
lions, all aimed at winning the space 
race and beating the Soviet Union to 
the moon — continues to thrill.

For the golden anniversary, NASA, 
towns, museums and other institutions 
are holding ceremonies, parades and 
parties, including the simultaneous 
launch of 5,000 model rockets outside 

By Gregory Katz, Robert Burns  
and Amir Vahdat
Associated Press

LONDON — Iran seized a Brit-
ish-flagged oil tanker Friday and briefly 
detained a second vessel in the Strait of 
Hormuz, intensifying tensions in the 
strategic waterway that has become 
a flashpoint between Tehran and the 
West.

The seizing of the British tanker 
marked perhaps the most significant 
escalation since tensions between Iran 
and the West began rising in May. At 
that time, the U.S. announced it was 
dispatching an aircraft carrier and ad-
ditional troops to the Middle East, cit-

ing unspecified threats posed by Iran.
The ongoing showdown has caused 

jitters around the globe, with each ma-
neuver bringing fear that any misun-
derstanding or misstep by either side 
could lead to war.

Details of what took place Friday 
remained sketchy after Iran reported 
that it had seized a British oil tanker in 
the Strait of Hormuz. The strait at the 
mouth of the Persian Gulf is a shipping 
channel for one-fifth of all global crude 
exports.

The Stena Impero was taken to an 
Iranian port because it was not comply-
ing with “international maritime laws 
and regulations,” Iran’s Revolutionary 

Guard declared.
A statement from Stena Bulk, which 

owns the seized tanker, said it was un-
able to make contact with the ship af-
ter it was approached by unidentified 
vessels and a helicopter in international 
waters. A spokesman for the company’s 
owners said the tanker was in “full com-
pliance with all navigation and interna-
tional regulations.”

The company said the tanker had 
23 crew members of Indian, Russian, 
Latvian and Filipino nationalities and 
there were no reports that any of them 
were injured.

Moon’s pull  
still strong

50 years ago, Earth 
was captivated as 
humans set foot  
on another world

Iran’s seizure of UK tanker seen as escalation

Basil M. Karatzas, Karatzas Images/AP

A May 5 photo shows the Stena Impero at an unknown location. The Brit-

ish oil tanker is believed to have been captured by Iran’s Revolutionary 

Guard, which said Friday that it seized a U.K. tanker in the Strait of Hormuz.

By Jolie McCullough
The Texas Tribune

The scientists think they’ve come 
up with a solution to Texas’ pot 
problem.

Forensic and crime lab experts 
are optimistic state and local offi-
cials will support a new proposal 
that would allow for a faster, cheap-
er way to test suspected marijuana 
under the state’s new definition of 
the drug.

But even if law enforcement and 
crime labs agree to move forward 
with the proposal, it would still be 
months before labs could start test-
ing cases for prosecutors. And there 
are still some looming questions — 
like who would pay for the addition-
al crime lab resources?

Last month, when Gov. Greg Ab-
bott signed into law a bill to legalize 
hemp and hemp-derived products, 
like CBD oil, the legal definition of 
marijuana changed from cannabis 
to cannabis that contains more than 
0.3% of tetrahydrocannabinol, or 
THC, the psychoactive ingredient 
in marijuana. Cannabis below that 
level is now legal hemp.

The sudden change created cha-
os for Texas prosecutors handling 
marijuana charges under the new 
law. Most district attorneys in the 
state’s 10 most populous counties, 
including both Democrats and Re-
publicans, have said testing THC 
levels is now required to prosecute 
low-level marijuana cases, since a 
defendant’s claim that a substance 
is hemp would cast too much rea-
sonable doubt over criminal pro-
ceedings without it. The problem is 
the public labs in Texas don’t have 
equipment or a process to quantify 
THC concentration.

Numerous district attorneys — 
including Denton County — are 
dropping cases and refusing to ac-
cept new charges without further 
testing. Others have paused cases 
while they figure out how to pro-
ceed, and some have said they will 
continue to prosecute marijuana 
cases, with at least one saying test 
results aren’t usually needed.

In a letter Thursday, Abbott and 
other state leaders argued that cas-
es could still be handled with the 
“tried-and-true” use of circumstan-
tial evidence. Top prosecutors and 
lab experts have argued against 
this, saying things like the smell of 
marijuana are no longer credible 
evidence since hemp and marijuana 
come from the same plant.

Scientists 
think Texas 
can test 
pot for less
But it could still take 
months for crime 
labs to get set up

Astronaut Buzz Aldrin walks 

on the surface of the moon 

near the leg of the Eagle lunar 

module on July 20, 1969.
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