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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton Fire Department knows 
a thing or two about job retention, with 
the department keeping about 90% of 
the firefighters and paramedics it hires.

The secret, says the Fire Depart-
ment’s most senior member — Capt. 
Mike Tucker, who has been at the de-
partment since 1988 — is the family 
feel of the department.

Personnel records from September 

show 53 firefighters have been with the 
department since 2000 or earlier, and 
more than half have been there for the 
past 10 years. Tucker started his career 
with the Fire Department when he was 
21.

“My father was a firefighter, so it just 
kind of went with the family,” Tucker 
said. “He was the chief in Sanger while 
I was growing up. … Whenever it got 
time to where I could join, I started 
testing and got hired in Denton.”

Tucker, now 55, worked up the ranks 

until becoming a captain in 2005. He 
said he was on a bus heading to New 
Orleans to help with Hurricane Katrina 
emergency response in 2005 when he 
got a call saying he had been promoted 
to captain. The Denton department’s 
rankings range from firefighter to driv-
er engineer, captain, battalion chief, as-
sistant chief and then chief.

“It seems most people, whenever 
they get on a department, especially 

IN TODAY’S E-EDITION

Fill your list with our 
Holiday Gift Guide

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Six of Denton’s seven City Council 
members declined to further a trans-
portation policy proposed by a vocal 
advocacy group during Tuesday’s coun-
cil meeting.

The proposal, written by No Bus 
Cuts Denton, was pitched to the council 
by member Deb Armintor.

She said her colleagues were wel-
come to selectively support aspects of 
the proposal but she supported its three 
major tenets.

Council members Vicki Byrd, Brian 
Beck, Jesse Davis, Alison Maguire and 
Paul Meltzer, as well as Mayor Gerard 
Hudspeth, withheld their support.

If passed, the resolution would have 
called upon the Denton Central Trans-
portation Authority to keep all fixed 
bus routes, cancel DCTA’s contract with 
New York-based Via Transportation 
and increase community involvement 
in the agency’s decision-making.

DCTA, as a public entity, has a gov-
erning body of five representatives 
elected by the cities it serves, as well as 
two representatives selected by Denton 
County. Its meetings are open to the 
public and agendas are posted online.

Despite that, No Bus Cuts Denton 
stated in a press release that “the failure 
of the DCTA to include the commu-
nity in the decision-making process is 

By Priya Leal
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Do you have a passion for helping 
animals, especially those most in need? 
Then you could be a good candidate to 
be a Denton animal foster care volun-
teer.

The Linda McNatt Animal Care & 
Adoption Center currently has about 
52 to 58 foster volunteers who provide 
a temporary home and nurture animals 
who have short-term medical needs. 
Fostering gives animals a chance to 
grow and become healthy enough to be 
adopted into a permanent family.

Volunteer and foster coordinator 
Gayla Nelson said the shelter’s mission 
is to get animals adopted and give good, 
compassionate and attentive service to 
customers and pets.

“We’re trying to get them adopted 
and out the door as soon as possible,” 
Nelson said. “We would much rather 
them be in foster care than to be sitting 
in here in a kennel, nervous and trying 
to heal from a wound.”

The city funds the fostering pro-
gram, which also receives donations 
from Denton Animal Support Foun-
dation, a nonprofit organization that 

helps save Denton-area animals. Items 
foster volunteers need to care for the 
animals are all provided by the shelter.

It is not always puppies that need 
fostering; animals vary in breeds and 
ages. As long as an animal is able to 
have a good quality of life, Nelson said 
she will foster it out.

The shelter receives hundreds of 
kittens each season and has trouble 
finding foster homes for them. Finding 
foster homes for larger dog breeds and 
pit bulls is also difficult.

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County officials have unan-
imously approved a redrawn commis-
sioner precinct map, making no chang-
es to last week’s second draft despite 
continued opposition to the proposal.

Tuesday’s Commissioners Court 
meeting was the final scheduled meet-
ing before the state’s Nov. 13 redistrict-

ing deadline. After consulting with 
attorneys in another lengthy executive 
session, officials approved the new map 
for commissioner precincts, as well as 
the map for justice of the peace and 
constable precincts.

The final map makes no chang-
es from the second draft released last 
Thursday. That revised proposal nota-
bly switched the cities of Oak Point and 
Lakewood Village from Precinct 2 back 

to Precinct 1, after their mayors lobbied 
commissioners to stay put in the latter. 
A handful of residents also spoke out 
against the maps last week, specifically 
citing concerns of minority representa-
tion in Precinct 2.

Reached Tuesday afternoon, County 
Judge Andy Eads said he’s pleased with 
the end result and thinks it will stand 
up to any legal challenges.

“I think it ended up very consistent 

with our earlier desires, which was to 
create as minimal change as possible,” 
Eads said. “They’re not significantly dif-
ferent than the existing maps we were 
working under. ... These are good maps 
to represent the county for the next 10 
years.”

Several residents have stated they 
see the changes to Precinct 2 as drastic, 

County finalizes new maps

Commissioner precinct lines redrawn and approved despite continued criticism

Jeff Woo/DRC

The Denton County Administrative Courthouse saw its first Commissioners Court meeting on Tuesday. The new courthouse off Loop 288 opened in 

late September.

Why some firefighters stay 
with Denton FD for decades

Jeff Woo/DRC

Many firefighters at the Denton Fire Department have been there for 

years. Capt. Mark Whiddon at Fire Station 4 has been with the depart-

ment since 1990 and said the resources they have now is something he 

wouldn’t have imagined 30 years ago.

Animal fosterers help nurture 
pets until forever home is found

Al Key/DRC

Denton’s Linda McNatt Animal Care & Adoption Center has dogs and cats 

available for fostering or adoption.
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