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By Lauren McGaughy
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — The bomb threat 
came in at 9:49 p.m.

Trey Stewart was already ex-
hausted. Earlier that June day, on 
the first Saturday of Pride Month, 
the gay bar he owns in Dallas’ Oak 
Lawn neighborhood hosted an 
all-ages drag brunch.

Inside Mr. Misster, parents and 
kids sang along to pop hits. Adults 
bounced babies on their laps as 
a drag queen lip-synced to Diana 
Ross’ “I’m Coming Out.” A kid 
sporting a rainbow tutu and long 
braids offered up a dollar to a drag 

queen in white knee-high boots 
and a blue wig.

Outside, dozens of protesters 
taunted the patrons, calling them 
“disgusting” and urging them to 
repent. Some clutched flags and 
signs, others bullhorns. Police 
stood sentinel at the door.

Stewart anticipated the trouble. 
His staff had been fielding calls 
and emails since they announced 
the event. Hundreds flooded in, he 
said, laden with death threats and 
homophobic slurs. First, his staff 
called the police. Eventually, they 
unplugged the phone.

“It was a jarring thing to think 

there are people that sit at home 
and think of ways to harm other 
people,” Stewart told The Dallas 
Morning News, recalling the expe-
rience months later. “I have really 
never been met with such hatred 
before in my life.”

Drag shows across the country 
are being targeted at an increasing 
clip by protesters and politicians 
who demand that kids be banned 
from these events. There have 
been nearly two dozen pro-
tests against drag queen events 
in at least 18 states from New 

Texas drag shows turn into 
battleground for LGBTQ rights

LGBTQ ISSUES

Early voting has started. Here’s what 
you need to know to cast your ballot.  
>> Section D

Win at WKU shows  
how far UNT has come 
since early struggles
UNT (5-4, 4-1 C-USA) has come a 
long way and has its goal of a con-
ference title game within reach now 
after a 40-13 win over Western Ken-
tucky. >> Sports, 6A

Misinformation follows 
attack on Paul Pelosi

Elon Musk and a wide range of right-
wing personalities cobbled together 
misreporting, innuendo and outright 
falsehoods to amplify misinformation 
about last week’s violent assault on 
Paul Pelosi. >> National, 2A

RELIGION

By Juan Betancourt
Staff Writer

juan.betancourt@dentonrc.com

Children ran around the field on 
the hunt for pumpkins to heft into 
a wagon or haul with their hands 
while parents watched and took 
photos on Sunday, one of the last 
few days for Trinity United Meth-
odist Church’s annual pumpkin 
patch.

The church has been organizing 
the pumpkin patch for the Denton 
community for more than a de-
cade, and it has become a tradi-
tion for locals.

Youth pastor Kailey MacAllister 
has overseen the pumpkin patch 
on Hobson Lane for two years and 
said it’s been an honor to keep 
giving back to the community. The 
patch kicked off on Sept. 24, and 
MacAllister said they’ve had 5,000 
pumpkins.

“It’s also very humbling because 
it’s an awesome production that 
we put on, and just to be the one 
that oversees it all, really spear-
heads it — it’s pretty humbling to 
be the person that gets all of it 
done,” she said.

MacAllister said the proceeds 
are divided into three ministries for 
the church — youth, children and 
music ministries.

While it’s been her second year 
overseeing the pumpkin patch, she 
was involved when she was in the 
church’s youth group.

“So, whenever I was younger and 

Church’s pumpkin patch 
has become a local tradition

Juan Betancourt/DRC
Link Minkes lifts up a pumpkin while brother Alexander Minkes looks on at Trinity United Methodist Church’s pumpkin patch on Sunday af-
ternoon. It was their family’s first time to visit the patch on Hobson Lane.

Juan Figueroa/The Dallas Morning News
Sasha Andrews throws her jacket off while performing as Selena 
during a drag show at the Legendary Rose Room in Dallas. See DRAG on 5A

See PATCH on 3A


