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D
enton’s present Court-
house on the Square 
may seem like it’s 

always been there, but it had 
three predecessors.

Denton County moved the 
county seat to its present 
site because it was the cen-
ter of the county, 30 miles, 
or a day’s horse ride, from Dallas, 
Tarrant and Wise counties.

County officials erected a 
crude, sturdy courthouse in 1857 
on the north side of Denton’s 
Square, present-day 108 and 110 

Oak St. According to Clarence Allen 
Bridges’ History of Denton County, 
Denton’s first courthouse was a 
log structure on a 25-foot-wide-
by-40-foot-long stone founda-
tion. It had doors and windows on 

the front and back, no side 
openings, and an east side 
exterior staircase. The first 
floor was the courtroom, 
which also served as lodge 
hall, schoolroom, church and 
public meeting space. Dis-
trict and county clerk offices 
were on the second floor. 

The jail sat behind the courthouse.
By 1860, Denton’s Square 

consisted of buildings with stone 
foundations and timber walls on 
the south and west sides. Dry good 
stores, saloons, the Lacy Hotel and 

law offices completed the mer-
cantile-government complex. Two 
newspapers, The Review and The 
Monitor, started in 1864 and 1868. 

Denton’s first cotton gin opened in 
1869 on the south end of Bernard 

Four courthouses have 
stood on the Square
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Denton’s third courthouse was built in 1877. The Italianate structure 
was built to be fireproof, but it was struck by lightning and had to be 
condemned 17 years after it was built. It was surrounded by four cis-

terns because residents were so worried about fires.
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With musicians providing tunes for 
locals, it was common for people to 
gather in the middle of the stage to 
dance along to the blues while others 
cheered and clapped their hands in 
their seats.

It was part of the annual Denton 
Blues Festival at Quakertown Park, 
which showcased music, food and 
vendors to locals.

John Baines, one of the festival’s 
founders and treasurer of its host, 
the Denton Black Chamber of Com-
merce, said the locals have continued 
to come and support the festival to 
enjoy the acts and entertainment.

“The quality of the acts and the 
fact that it’s free, great entertainment 
for free,” Baines said. “… And it brings 
in just a lot of folks for a good time, 
which is a good taste.”

Over 13 acts were listed to perform 
between Saturday and Sunday. Some 
acts included were Lori Dawn, Jr Boy 
& Kerri Jones Blues Band, Dwayne 
Dopsie & the Zydeco Hellraisers, 
among others.

“So, what we do every year, we try 
to find the entertainment acts that 
are kind of on the cusp of greatness,” 
Baines said. “And so, we have some 
acts that are local because we want 
to support the local artists. And then 
in the evenings, we have the big star 
shining bright.”

Baine said he enjoys seeing locals 
who have attended the festival since 
its inauguration and newcomers who 
can experience it for the first time.

“We have a lot of people that have 
never missed one,” Baines said. “And 
then we have a lot of new people. … 
Just to see people come and support 
us, and we also enjoy the fact that 
new people are coming on board as 
well.”

Newcomers include Jackie Wil-
liams and her son Jonathon Williams, 
who moved from Shreveport, Lou-
isiana, to Denton. Jackie Williams 
danced along to the blues while 
Jonathon would nod his head back 
and forth.

Jackie Williams said she found out 
about the festival through an adver-
tisement banner and was curious to 
check out more details through social 

24th Denton Blues Festival 
showcases free acts for locals
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Quakertown Park was packed with locals who attended the Denton Blues Festival.
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