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Letter from the 

OPINION, pg 8

Professor sues university, coworkers, 
students amidst accusations of racism

Students discuss university pay as 
Biden proposes $15 minimum wage

By Ileana Garnard
@ileanagarnard

College of Music Professor Timothy Jackson filed a lawsuit against the 

university, as well as 18 individual defendants, after being removed as the co-

editor of the Journal of Schenkerian Studies over accusations of racism.
Jackson alleges the university is violating his constitutional rights under the 

First and Fourteenth Amendments. His suit also states he is seeking relief against 

individuals who allegedly defamed him by calling him a racist.

“[My] client seeks to be made whole from all who have damaged him and his 

reputation with false statements of racism and the retaliation against his right 

to speak and publish freely on matters of public concern,” Michael Allen, one of 

Jackson’s attorneys, said.

Jackson did not respond to the North Texas Daily’s requests for comment.

The controversy and following lawsuit came out of recent discourse 

surrounding the work of Heinrich Schenker, a music theorist whose branch of 

analysis is known as Schenkerian studies. On Nov. 9, 2019, City University of New 

York associate professor Phillip Ewell delivered a plenary address at the Society of 

Music Theory’s annual meeting. Ewell called for the dismantling of a white racial 

frame in music theory and argued that Schenker’s known white supremacism and 

German nationalism informed his work in the music theory field.
In response to Ewell, Jackson organized a symposium for the 12th volume of 

SEE LAWSUIT ON PAGE 2

By Ileana Garnand
@IleanaGarnand

As President Joe Biden takes steps 

in attempt to raise the federal hourly 

minimum wage to $15, student workers 

reflect on the university’s own pay rates.
The current federal minimum wage 

has been $7.25 since 2009. On Jan. 

22, Biden signed an executive order 

asking federal agencies to pay workers 

$15 an hour, according to NBC News. 

Biden plans to turn this request into 

a requirement, beginning the process 

toward a universal wage increase.

There are currently 7,040 student 

employees, Associate Director of Student 

undergraduates is $9.37 per hour,” 

Chastain said. “It does increase with 

experience, classification and job 
responsibilities with some departments 

paying up to $15 per hour.”

If the federal minimum wage was 

increased, Chastain said student 

employment would “abide by Federal and 

State Laws and UNT Policy.”

“[A minimum wage increase] would 

help immensely,” said a student worker 

who wished to be identified only as Sav 
said. “I wouldn’t have to worry about 

missing payments for housing or food. 

The university starts at $7.25 per hour, 

which is nowhere near enough for 

some of the work students do. I think 

the minimum for on campus jobs 
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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Dallas Drug Enforcement 
Agency made its largest methamphet-
amine bust in Denton County in Octo-
ber, the agency said Wednesday.

The drug bust on Oct. 8 in Denton 
County led the Dallas DEA to about 
1,930 pounds of methamphetamine 
worth about $45 million. Although the 
bust happened in October, the agency 
hadn’t released information until now 
because agents are still trying to conduct 
more arrests and get suspects indicted. 
The agency declined to specify where in 
Denton County the bust happened.

Eduardo Chavez, the special agent 
in charge of the Dallas division, said 
Wednesday they stopped an 18-wheel-
er in Denton County off Interstate 35. 
Agents pulled about 663 hidden pack-
ages that contained more than 1,930 
pounds of meth stuffed into them. 
While agents stopped the semi-trailer 
in Denton County, Chavez said they 
don’t know if a city in the county was its 
destination.

“The greater DFW area, to include 
Denton, has been identified as one of 
those major [meth trafficking] hubs,” 
Chavez said. “The natural geograph-
ic location with Interstates 35, 20, 30, 
45 makes it a very natural fit for a lot 

of these drug trafficking organizations 
to be able to use it as a destination to 
fulfill whatever local market needs are, 
but then be able to repackage and ship 
to other points.”

He said drug traffickers will look to 
mask their illicit activity in bigger cities 
with big businesses to hide among nor-
mal, law-abiding citizens. Chavez com-
pared it to legal corporations establish-
ing hubs in large cities like Dallas.

Based on what the DEA believes 
is the current market price for meth, 
Chavez said they seized about $45 
million in drugs from the Jalisco New 

By Lucinda Breeding
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

G. Roland Vela, the first Hispanic 
resident elected to Denton City Council 
and a longtime microbiology profes-

sor at the University 
of North Texas, died 
Tuesday. He was 93.

Friends swapped 
emails and text mes-
sages Wednesday, 
wishing the influential 
Denton resident que 
en paz descanse — rest 
in peace.

Vela was remembered as a schol-
ar, a friend and a public servant who 

broke barriers.
“You know, when I first met Dr. Vela 

back in the mid-’70s, he impressed me 
as person who values community ser-
vice, who values those relationships 
and community building,” said Rudy 
Rodriguez, a fellow member of the lo-
cal League of United Latin American 
Citizens, which Vela also belonged to. 
“He served on board and commissions. 

Austin pediatrician killed

Jay Janner, Austin American-Statesman/Statesman.com via AP

Lisa Parker writes a message for Dr. Katherine Lindley Dodson outside the Children’s Medical Group office Wednesday in Austin. Parker’s 
4-year-old son was a patient of the slain pediatrician. Police said Bharat Narumanchi, a physician who had a terminal cancer diagnosis, killed 
Dodson and then himself after taking hostages at the doctor’s office in Austin. See story, Page 2A.

By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer

paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Denton City Manager Todd Hile-
man is expected to leave his current job 
and assume the same position in Palm 
Desert, California, on March 1, accord-
ing to published reports.

He will succeed interim City Man-
ager Randal Bynder, who replaced 
Lauri Aylaian after 
she announced her re-
tirement on Aug. 30, 
according to a Desert 
Sun newspaper article 
published Tuesday.

Palm Desert, a 
city of about 53,100 
people, is in Southern 
California, about 120 
miles northeast of San 
Diego. Denton’s population is roughly 
141,000.

“Palm Desert is kind of in the cen-
tral part of the Coachella Valley,” said 
Tim Kiley, assistant news manager for 
KESQ-TV, which reported on Tuesday 
night that Hileman is the finalist from 
70 candidates considered for the posi-
tion. “It’s not the richest city, but it’s in 
good shape. It’s mostly golf courses and 
gated communities.”

Hileman 
likely to 
leave for 
Calif. job
Denton city manager 
who started in ’17 has 
a year left in contract

Todd 
Hileman

$45M meth bust is largest ever in county

Courtesy photo

The Dallas Drug Enforcement Agency on Oct. 8 seized about 1,930 
pounds of methamphetamine in Denton County worth about $45 million.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A Lake Dallas man accused of 
killing his brother told police the 
two of them had been having ongo-
ing problems, according to an ar-

rest affidavit obtained Wednesday.
The Lake Dallas Police Depart-

ment on Jan. 3 arrested James Odin 
Matei, 44, on a charge of murder 
after responding to a shooting call 
with the Hickory Creek Police De-
partment. Police located Matei in 
the breezeway outside an apartment 
unit at Lakeshore Apartments, 300 
E. Swisher Road.

According to the affidavit, po-
lice ordered Matei to the ground 
and detained him. They allegedly 
found a pistol holster and cell-
phone on him.

Upon entering the apartment 
where the two brothers lived, police 
found 47-year-old Eugene Gheorge 
Mateiu in the back bedroom, lying 
on his side and not breathing. Lake 

Cities Fire Department paramed-
ics pronounced him dead at the 
scene.

Mateiu died from a gunshot 
wound to the face around 6:35 a.m. 
Jan. 3, according to the Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner’s Office. 
His death was ruled a homicide.

Suspect says he and slain brother had ongoing issues
Affidavit: Man said he 
shot sibling after assault

James Odin 
Matei

See HILEMAN on 5A

Vela ‘made Denton better, 
and he made UNT better’
UNT professor and first 
Hispanic City Council 
member has died at 93

Microbiology profes-
sor G. Roland Vela 
is shown in his lab 
at the University of 
North Texas in an 
undated photo. Vela 
retired from UNT in 
2000 after 35 years 
of service. Vela, who 
also became the 
first Hispanic resi-
dent elected to the 
Denton City Council, 
died this week at the 
age of 93.
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