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NOW IN THURSDAY’S 

E-EDITION: Catch up  
on campus news with 
the North Texas Daily

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Denton City Council members say 
they were under the impression the 
livestream of Tuesday’s meeting was 

working normally — until someone 
suggested otherwise, and it sparked a 
conversation on how to proceed with 
the agenda.

Tuesday’s meeting got off to a late 
start in the evening due to technolog-
ical issues. Ryan Adams, a spokesper-
son for the city, said the audio system 
that supports the council chambers 
and staff ’s ability to connect live and 
in-person participants through Zoom 
failed. He said staff fixed the issue 
Wednesday and that this was the first 
time city staff knew of something like 

this happening.
The council members eventually 

moved back to the council chambers 
and sat at their respective seats on the 
dais and logged into Zoom. Their voic-
es played through a speaker for attend-
ees in the council chambers. Around 
8:24 p.m., city staff posted on social 
media that they weren’t able to lives-
tream the meeting for residents.

Reached by phone Wednesday, most 
council members said they weren’t 

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Economic Development Director 
Jessica Rogers will leave Denton for 
an assistant city manager position in 
Tomball early next month, interim 
City Manager Sara 
Hensley told the Den-
ton City Council in a 
memo Tuesday.

The Tomball City 
Council voted to con-
firm Rogers as City 
Manager David Es-
quivel’s pick for the 
role Monday. Rogers 
will start her new role 
Oct. 18, where she will help manage 
day-to-day city operations in Tomball, a 
city of just under 12,000 in the Hous-
ton metro area. She will see a slight pay 
increase in the position, with an annual 
starting salary of $137,000 — $6,000 
more than her current salary.

Rogers’ last day with Denton will 
be Oct. 8. She will help Esquivel man-
age city departments including public 
works, police and fire, human resourc-
es and management. The pair also will 
carry out the vision of the City Council, 
Esquivel said Wednesday.

“What the assistant city manager 
is responsible for, at least the way it is 
structured here with me, is going to be 

Jeff Woo/DRC

Denton residents Mason Tutt, left, and Masha McReynolds enjoy the cooler weather that arrived Wednesday by having fun on the swings at 

North Lakes Park. Thursday’s forecast will be mainly sunny, with a high around 85 degrees.

Swinging into cooler days

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Mandatory coronavirus testing re-
quirements are in full effect at Texas 
Woman’s University and the Universi-
ty of North Texas — but much isn’t yet 
known about their efficacy.

Representatives for each universi-
ty Wednesday confirmed there were 
things yet unknown about compliance 
with the mandates.

Matt Flores, a TWU spokesperson, 
said that university’s third-party testing 
program administered 770 tests this 
past week, and six of those tests came 

back positive.
Flores said data wasn’t available 

Wednesday to show how many of the 
770 people tested were students, staff-
ers or faculty members.

TWU requires students and em-
ployees to be tested regularly with sev-
eral ways to become exempt from the 

program. For example, a student who 
takes all classes online wouldn’t have 
to participate in the program, and all 
those who demonstrate they are fully 
vaccinated would be exempt.

“We’re still trying to reconcile the 

North Texas law enforce-

ment agencies take part in 

the 13th annual Congressio-

nal Medal of Honor Recipient 

Motorcade on northbound 

Interstate 35E near U.S. High-

way 380 on Wednesday. The 

annual motorcade makes its 

way to Gainesville, known as 

the only city in the country 

that annually honors Medal 

of Honor recipients.
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Solemn 
salute

Denton 
official to 
depart for 
Tomball
Economic development 
director stepping up to 
assistant city manager 
in Houston metro area

Jessica 

Rogers

See ROGERS on 5A

By Uriel J. García and Jolie McCullough
The Texas Tribune

DEL RIO — As immigration agents 
continue to fly more of the thousands 
of migrants camped in this border city 
to other processing centers or back to 
their home countries, state troopers 
have created a miles-long “steel wall” 
of patrol vehicles to discourage more 
people from crossing the Rio Grande 
into an encampment under the Del Rio 
international bridge.

As many as 15,000 migrants, many 
of them Haitian, have crossed the riv-
er seeking asylum in recent days, but 
on Tuesday morning that number had 
shrunk to an estimated 6,200 camp-

ing under the bridge, according to Val 
Verde County Sheriff Joe Frank Marti-
nez.

It’s unclear how officials are decid-
ing which migrants are being allowed 
to request asylum and which are being 
flown back to their countries of origin, 
but at a charter bus stop at a gas station 
here, many of the migrants who were 
let into the country while their asylum 
claims are pending were families with 
small children and pregnant women.

Many of them held yellow num-
bered tickets and said Border Patrol 
agents classified them by colored tickets 

Council didn’t know right 
away they weren’t online
Tech problems took 
down livestream of 
meeting with budget, 
tax rate on agenda

Zaira Perez/DRC

Denton city staff work to try to record Tuesday’s City Council meeting, 

which wasn’t livestreamed for the public. Council members said they 

were under the impression that the livestream was working normally 

until someone suggested otherwise, and it sparked a conversation on 

how to proceed with the agenda.See COUNCIL on 5A

Troopers create ‘steel wall’ 
of vehicles at Texas border

See BORDER on 5A

Much not known about TWU, UNT virus testing

See TESTING on 5A


