
A 
party at Edith Clark’s Normal Street house 
was decorated with a magical combination of 
flowers, ferns and Japanese lanterns. Refresh-

ments included ice cream, a rare treat in 1919. She 
was the dean of women at North Texas State Normal 
School, now the University of North Texas.

The granddaughter of a Mississippi governor, 
Clark’s parents met while her father was a Civil War 
prisoner of war. Her mother was the first regent of 
the Texas Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Edith grew up on the University of Texas campus in 
Austin, where her father, a judge and business man-
ager, helped UT grow from 150 to 5,000 students.

His daughter would do the same thing for the 
Normal.

While earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
at UT, Clark edited the yearbook and was named a 
“Beauty.” After teaching high school, she joined the 
North Texas State Normal School faculty in 1902. 

She said, “I came as the baby of the faculty and stayed 
to become the grandmother of it.”

In 1902, Clark organized the Mary Arden Club, a 
women’s literary society. The group grew from 50 to 
100 “Marys,” performing Shakespeare on the campus 
lawn. An early Arden Club activity was an oyster sup-
per at professor Curvier Lipscomb’s Oak Street home. 
The women built and paid for a lodge on Avenue A, 
the first of its kind in Texas.

Denton’s first Victrola donated to North Texas by 
Clark was carted around campus to allow students to 

hear classical music. She was so loved that the 1916 
yearbook was dedicated to her.

After teaching English and serving as librarian, 
school President William Herschel Bruce promoted 
Clark to dean of women in 1918. She later recalled 
“Dr. Bruce just told me, you be the dean of women, 
and you were!” She stressed standards and personal 
contact with students who sought her advice. Clark’s 
home on Normal Street was always open to her 
“girls.” The loyalty she fostered motivated students to 
send their children to North Texas.

Clark improved housing by reaching out to 
boarding house landladies to help them understand 
students’ needs. She was the driving force behind the 
construction of the college’s first six dormitories.

Clark edited the journal that became the Aves-
ta. Clark taught Sunday school and was a charter 

Clark guided students through world wars
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Disclosure of certain law enforce-
ment records rests in the hands of At-
torney General Ken Paxton.

In an attempt to learn more about a 
June 29 officer-involved shooting in the 
600 block of Boswell Crossing in Lan-
tana, the Denton Record-Chronicle filed 
a request for information under the 
Texas Public Information Act on July 2.

Body camera video, the offense re-
port, 911 call audio, dash camera video, 
audio of calls for service and more was 
formally requested by the paper.

On July 11, the paper received notice 
from a paralegal working on behalf of 
the sheriff ’s office that the request had 
been appealed to the attorney general, 
who has roughly eight weeks to make a 
decision. 

Why all the fuss?
Shortly after 7 a.m. on June 29, dep-

uties were called to the upscale Lanta-
na neighborhood. The official narrative 
given thus far is straightforward, if in-
complete.

A 61-year-old man entered the 
home uninvited and threatened the 
three people inside. When deputies 
arrived on scene, the man allegedly 
leveled a shotgun at them before being 
shot and killed by law enforcement.

Neighbors said the man did not live 
in the home; he caught the homeown-
ers by surprise the morning they were 
meant to leave for a trip with friends.

Since the case involved an officer-in-
volved shooting, the Texas Rangers 
were called in to assist in the investiga-
tion.

“When police end up in a confron-
tation that results in a citizen’s death, 
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By LaVendrick Smith and Tom Steele
The Dallas Morning News

Police have arrested a suspect in a down-
town Dallas shootout that killed a bystander 
and wounded a second man Friday evening.

Police arrested 24-year-old Derrick Flor-
ence Jr. in the shooting near the Crowne 
Plaza hotel. He faces a manslaughter charge.

A second shooter was still at large, police 
said Saturday morning.

Dozens of officers were called to Elm and 
North Griffin streets just after 6:30 p.m. 
Friday. When they arrived, they found one 
man dead and a second man who had been 
wounded by gunfire.

Police said that two groups of people 
had gotten into a confrontation at Elm 
and North Lamar streets. They continued 
to walk east on Elm, then started shooting 
when they got to North Griffin Street.

The man who was killed was sitting at a 
nearby bus stop. He was identified by police 
Saturday night as 55-year-old Johnny Ro-
land Glover.

A white sheet covered a body on a bench 
outside the Homewood Suites, across Griffin 
Street from the Crowne Plaza. A pair of shoes 
poked out from the bottom of the sheet.

Police identify victim of 
downtown Dallas shootout
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