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Pizza, tamales and burgers are only a few of the 
items available to students across parts of Denton 
County, but each meal is more complicated than sim-
ple meal preparations.

Before the first square of casserole or scoop of veg-
etables can find their way to a student’s plate, schools 
must meet a stringent list of requirements provided 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

For example, federal regulators set standards for 

how many milligrams of sodium students can have 
based upon their grade level and whether they’re eat-
ing breakfast or lunch. Similar guidelines are in place 
for the availability of certain fruits, vegetables and 
more.

“You create your menu and make it as good as you 
can within their guidelines,” said Jeannie DeLange, 
child nutrition director for Ponder ISD.

Like some other school districts in the area, she has 
cafeteria menus rotating on a four-week cycle. A few 
new items a month will find their way to lunch trays 
for a trial run, but the most popular items remain 

as staples. Mondays bring pizza and Fridays bring 
cheeseburgers like clockwork, and chicken nuggets 
make appearances more than once a month.

“What the kids are used to eating at home is what 
they’d rather have here,” she said. “I’m not saying that’s 
a good thing, I’m just saying that’s a fact.”

In practice, that means that healthier foods are 
more often foreign and unappealing to students, espe-
cially those in the elementary schools. A cultural shift 
away from stay-at-home parents is at least partially to 
blame, in DeLange’s reckoning.

Beyond the food itself, districts have an addition-
al set of headaches when it comes to pricing. While 
many local districts have breakfast and lunch avail-
able for a few dollars, many students won’t ever pay 
that price in full.

Students who are migratory, homeless or living in 
foster care are automatically eligible for free meals. 

Lunch lineup

A look at what makes its way onto kids’ cafeteria trays

Jeff Woo/DRC

Ponder ISD food service worker Donna Jones, left, serves meals to students during lunch period Tuesday at Ponder Elementary School.
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Council members pressed the pause 
button on the city’s reimbursements 
to the Rayzor Ranch developers after 
nearly two hours of discussion, half of 
which went on behind closed doors 
Tuesday afternoon.

Council members gave the devel-
oper and the city manager six months 

to reach a new agreement about the 
massive commercial development on 
the city’s west side. Rayzor Ranch is in 
the hands of its third developer and has 
changed considerably since it was first 
proposed in 2006, including the elim-

ination of the eponymous Town Center.
Council members disagreed wheth-

er they had much leverage in the talks. 
Reimbursement agreements revised by 
the city in 2010 and the following years 
were assigned to Fidelis Realty Part-

ners, the newest owners.
Mayor Chris Watts tried to under-

score the economic realities for the 
project.

“I don’t know if we’re trying to use a 
leverage for something we’re not going 
to get anyways,” Watts said.

He cautioned fellow council mem-
bers that the city couldn’t dictate which 
businesses would rent at the shopping 
center and that the overall relationship 

between the city and Fidelis is import-
ant, too.

Mayor Pro Tem Gerard Hudspeth 
said he wanted to side with the mayor 
in allowing the current reimbursement 
agreements to go forward, but he just 
couldn’t.

“I couldn’t support driving blind 
around that corner just because they 
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When Christina Bayer’s son left to 
catch his school bus Wednesday morn-
ing, he left the family’s apartment and 
saw several tree branches on their sec-
ond-floor balcony.

As he opened the door again to yell 
inside and let her know, the two large 
limbs from the tree collapsed next to 

the door, partially blocking the stairs to 
the apartment.

“I was frantic because I thought my 
child was hurt, then I walked outside 
and it nearly poked me in the eye,” she 
said. “If he would have been standing 
two steps to the right, it would have 
crashed right into him.”

While only 0.45 inches of rainfall 
fell in Denton, the storm’s heavy winds 
caused some damage in the area ear-
ly Monday morning. There was also a 
structure fire near Oak Point in unin-
corporated territory, where lightning 
struck the roof and sparked an attic fire, 

Cooler temperatures 
get warm welcome
Storms cause some 
damage but usher in 
respite from heat
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ment balcony 

Tuesday 

morning in 
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Fallmeadow 

Street.
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Denton County leaders on Tuesday 
appointed a committee tasked with a 
job that is about a century in the mak-
ing.

After an executive session discussion 
sealed from the public, Denton County 
commissioners voted to appoint five 
citizens and two commissioners to the 
committee. The committee will take 
one of the final steps to add more ac-
curate context about the racist origins 
of the Confederate soldier monument 
that stands so divisively in downtown 
Denton.

County Judge Andy Eads picked 
John Baines, Commis-
sioner Hugh Coleman 
chose Zenobia Hut-
ton, Commissioner 
Ron Marchant chose 
Dwayne Edwards, 
Commissioner Bob-
bie Mitchell picked 
Donna Hernandez 
and Commissioner 
Dianne Edmondson 
chose Bill Lawrence.

The court nomi-
nated Mitchell and 
Eads to the committee 
as well.

Those seven will be 
responsible for a big 
job. They will some-
how choose the right 
words to fill in missing pieces of a story 
that has played out in Denton County 
since before 1918, when the monument 
was erected in downtown Denton.

Panel 
picked to 
fulfill plan 
for statue
Committee will work 
to add context to 1918 
Confederate monument
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Council delays Rayzor Ranch decision
Developer, city manager get 6 months to 

reach new agreement on reimbursements
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