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MTD opens 
‘Next to Normal’  
at Black Box
Denton Time

Driver tries to 
evade arrest, but 
not very hard
Blotter, 2A

By Simone Carter
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

FLOWER MOUND — Nick Mur-
ray likes to go fast.

Three weeks ago, the 16-year-old 
Flower Mound resident, who has An-
gelman syndrome, a neurogenetic 
disorder, flew onto computer screens 
nationwide after his brother posted a 
video on YouTube that subsequently 
went viral.

In the video titled “NICK CAN 
RIDE!: Introducing Project Angel,” 

Corinth-based motorcycle vlogger 
Chris Murray gifts his little brother a 
big surprise: a personalized sidecar tai-
lor-made to accommodate his needs.

The video spread like wildfire. Up-
loaded June 17, the 10-minute clip has 
already accrued more than 120,000 
views. Plus, Chris Murray’s “iamsoul-
less” YouTube channel and Instagram 
account have attracted thousands more 
followers since he made the post.

“This whole thing has been a roller 
coaster,” Chris Murray, 26, said. “I knew 

people were going to love it — I just 
didn’t know to this extent.”

In the video, Chris Murray introduc-
es the audience to his Honda Grom’s 
custom-built sidecar, which is decked 
out in sleek, neon orange accoutre-
ments. Then, it’s time to ride.

Nick Murray beams as he and Chris 
cruise down the streets of their moth-
er’s suburban neighborhood, maxing 
out at just under 30 mph.

Riding shotgun: Disabled 

teen gets custom sidecar
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Poster palooza for a good cause

By Jill Colvin and Richard Lardner
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trying to tamp 
down calls for his resignation, Labor 
Secretary Alex Acosta on Wednesday 
defended his handling of a sex-traf-
ficking case involving now-jailed fi-
nancier Jeffrey Epstein, insisting he 
got the toughest deal he could at the 
time.

In a nearly hour-long news confer-
ence, Acosta retraced the steps that 
federal prosecutors took in the case 
when he was U.S. attorney for the 
Southern District of Florida a decade 
ago, insisting that “in our heart we 
were trying to do the right thing for 
these victims.” He said prosecutors 
were working to avoid a more lenient 
arrangement that would have allowed 
Epstein to “walk free.”

“We believe that we proceeded ap-
propriately,” he said, a contention chal-
lenged by critics who say Epstein’s pen-
alty was egregiously light.

The episode reignited this week 
when federal prosecutors in New York 
brought a new round of child sex-traf-
ficking charges against the wealthy 
hedge fund manager. And on Wednes-
day, a new accuser stepped forward to 
say Epstein raped her in his New York 
mansion when she was 15.

Acosta 
defends 
plea deal
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Thunderstorms rip through Denton, downing trees and knocking out power for some
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Looking northwest from BearStar Ranch in Bolivar, a reader took this photograph of a lightning strike ahead of thunderstorms that rolled through 

Denton County late Wednesday afternoon.

Job under fire, labor 
secretary backs his 
work on Epstein case

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

It will be awhile before the public 
can listen to meeting recordings for 
Denton’s Board of Ethics.

The meetings have been audio re-
corded, but the recordings aren’t posted 
online along with the 12 archived agen-
das and minutes posted so far. Board 
members learned Wednesday that the 
city staff doesn’t have the technology to 
do so.

The news bothered board members, 
who wondered why there wasn’t some 
way to work around the problem.

“We don’t want people to think 
we’re hiding the ball,” said Lara Tomlin, 
board chairwoman.

City Auditor Umesh Dalal told 

board members that his office would 
provide copies of recordings to anyone 
who asked. But he was also told to ask 
for the board’s patience, he said.

“They asked if you could wait a little 
bit longer,” Dalal said. “They foresee a 
solution very soon.”

The City Council agreed in April to 
expand the city’s video recording capa-
bilities by buying new equipment that 
can auto-record meetings. The addi-
tional capacity would free up some staff 
time for other projects, but it wasn’t un-
limited either.

The equipment comes with a sup-
port contract that allows the city a 
certain number of recordings per year. 
The agreement the staff recommended 

Ethics board anxious for 

transparency, audio uploads

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Winds of more than 60 mph ac-
companied a severe thunderstorm that 

came ripping through Denton County 
late Wednesday afternoon into early 
evening, causing damage across the 
area.

James Godwin, a meteorologist 

with the National Weather Service, said 
a wind gust of 66 mph was recorded at 
Denton Enterprise Airport at 5:18 p.m. 
and a gust of 77 mph was recorded in 
Corinth.

“We’ve had various reports of trees 
blown over and light wind damage like 
that,” Godwin said.
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