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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

A volunteer group is finalizing 
plans for a short, sacred ceremony in 
mid-December, 97 years to the day two 
black men were lynched in Pilot Point.

The Denton County Community 
Remembrance Project has identified 
three meaningful locations to gather 
the soil on December 14, likely in late 
morning. Those locations include the 
banks of the Elm Fork of the Trinity 
River, beside the old city jail on Liber-
ty Street in downtown Pilot Point, and 

beside the calaboose under the old Pilot 
Point city water tower.

Newspaper accounts from 1922 
tell of two men who were taken from 
the Pilot Point jail on Dec. 14 and pre-
sumed lynched. In addition, newspaper 
reports from that era also documented 
Ku Klux Klan rituals at the old iron 
bridge over the Elm Fork.

During the group’s monthly meet-
ing Thursday night — this time in the 
back room at the Bayless-Selby House 
— volunteer Shaun Treat outlined the 
soil collection plans. The group has 
agreed to fill three jars with layers of soil 

from each location on Dec. 14. One jar 
will remain with Pilot Point museums 
and another jar will circulate with the 
Denton County Office of History and 
Culture and its museums.

The third jar will be return to the 
Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Ala., 
which is providing the jars for soil col-
lection at no cost to the group.

The Equal Justice Initiative opened 
both the Legacy Museum and the Na-
tional Memorial for Peace and Jus-
tice in Montgomery last year. At the 

By Jesse Brackeen
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Hundreds of people gathered 
Thursday for the grand opening 
of the 48,000-square-foot Serve 
Denton Center and its three new 
facilities, including the Children’s 
Advocacy Center, a food center and 
a health services center.

The facility, located at 306 N. 
Loop 288, is the second largest of its 
kind in the state of Texas and serves 
to consolidate resource centers for 
those in need.

Several local leaders, including 

state Rep. Lynn Stucky, R-Denton, 
and Denton Mayor Chris Watts 
spoke to the crowd before a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony. During his 
speech, Watts spoke about his child-
hood and said he benefited from 
services similar to the ones the Serve 
Denton Center will provide.

“My family would have been one 
of the families to be served by this fa-
cility,” Watts said. “It gives me great 
honor and humbleness to be able to 
stand here and share these thoughts 
I have about celebrating this event, 
because of the impact it will make 

on families in our community of 
Denton.”

Watts said he is in his current 
position thanks in part to charitable 
organizations such as Serve Denton.

“I thank you on behalf of the lit-
tle boy 45 to 50 years ago, who was 
helped by the same shared values 
we all have here today,” Watts said. 
“These services gave [my] brothers 
and parents a chance to try to better 
their lives.”

After the speeches, each facility 
held a ribbon cutting and opened 
their doors so attendees could tour 

and see the state-of-the-art features 
and resources each organization will 
provide the community.

The Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter, which serves children and fam-
ilies who are victims of child abuse 
and sexual assault, features several 
observation and forensic rooms to 
assist law enforcement with investi-
gations. Additionally it houses eight 
therapy rooms specifically designed 
for different age groups.

“No family wants to come to our 

Helping those in need

Serve Denton cuts ribbon on center featuring three new facilities
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Guests mingle in the foyer of the new Children’s Advocacy Center of Denton County during Thursday’s grand opening of the Serve Denton 

Center.

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Denton County’s top official joined 
leaders across Texas in calling for Re-
publican Dennis Bonnen to resign as 
Texas House speaker after an activist 
released audio from a secretly record-
ed meeting in June 
in which the speaker 
said he tried to make 
it difficult for counties 
and cities in the 2019 
legislative session.

On Thursday, 
Denton County Judge 
Andy Eads’ office re-
leased a prepared 
statement chastising 
Bonnen for his comments and called 
for Bonnen to resign.

“Mr. Bonnen should immediately 
step down from his position to allow 
the opportunity for someone who will 
respect local officials and value positive 
working relationships,” Eads is quoted 
as saying in the statement.

In the recording, released this week 
after months of political turmoil about 
a secret meeting between Bonnen, state 
Rep. Dustin Burrows, R-Lubbock, 
and Empower Texans activist Michael 
Quinn Sullivan, Bonnen can be heard 
saying, “Any mayor, county judge that 
was dumbass enough to come meet 
with me, I told them with great clarity, 
my goal is for this to be the worst ses-
sion in the history of the Legislature for 
cities and counties.”

City and county leaders across the 
state have said they are shocked at Bon-
nen’s comment, The Dallas Morning 
News has reported. Eads, a Republi-
can who took the county judge office 

By Jill Colvin and Kevin Freking
Associated Press

DALLAS — President Donald 
Trump tried to turn impeachment ran-
cor into a political rallying cry Thurs-
day, using a Texas rally to bash Demo-
crats as “crazy” and unpatriotic as they 
push forward with their investigations.

Setting a dire tone, Trump told his 
supporters, “At stake in this fight is the 
survival of American democracy itself.”

“Don’t kid yourselves,” he said of the 

Democrats, “I really don’t believe any-
more that they love our country.”

A day after House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and other top Democrats walked 
out of a White House meeting that had 
devolved into an insult-fest, Trump de-
nounced her as “crazy Nancy.”

“She’s nuts,” he told the crowd at a 
packed stadium in Dallas.

The comments come as the House 
continues its quickly unfolding in-
quiry into Trump’s dealings with 

Ukraine, deposing witness after 
witness as they build their case. But 
Trump and his campaign have tried 
to turn the inquiry his way, accusing 
Democrats of using the Constitution-
al process to try to overturn the re-
sults of the 2016 election.

“They’re coming after and fight-
ing you and we never lose,” he said, 
predicting the 2020 election will be 

Eads 
calls for 
Bonnen 
to resign

Andy 

Eads

Soil ceremony to pay respect to lynching victims

Trump, in Texas, bashes 
Dems as ‘crazy,’ unpatriotic
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President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at American Airlines 

Arena in Dallas Thursday.See TRUMP on 7A

See SERVE DENTON on 7A See EADS on 7A

See REMEMBRANCE on 7A
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