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Kalei Christensen 
has long followed 
in the footsteps of 
another Mean Green 
softball standout

>> Sports, 6A
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Five reasons to be 
pessimistic about the 
Mean Green’s chances
Following our optimistic outlook, here 
are five reasons to be skeptical of the 
Mean Green as they look to build on a 
6-7 campaign after losing several top 
players. >> Sports, 6A

Police: Suspect tried  
to disguise himself  
under a heap of clothing
A 21-year-old Denton man hid in a 
closet under a pile of clothes before 
police arrested him after a domestic 
disturbance call Tuesday night, ac-
cording to a report. >> Blotter, 2A

By Lucinda Breeding-
Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

During the first open fo-
rum of the Denton ISD board 
meeting on Tuesday night, 
three residents challenged 
board members to insist 
school leaders review books 
and audiobooks they say 
contain pornography.

School board meetings 
cede the floor to residents 
and guests in three separate 
open forums, which allow 
a speaker to address the 
elected leaders, administra-
tors and superintendent for 
three minutes.

About five speakers on 
Tuesday shared concerns 
about vulgar language in 
books they said were avail-
able at libraries in Myers and 
Rodriguez middle schools, 
and at Denton, Ryan, Guyer 
and Braswell high school 
libraries. They also told 
trustees that they were con-
cerned with depictions of 
sexual assault and sexuality 
in library books. None of the 
speakers said the materials 
were assigned reading for 
students.

Whitney Donahue told 
the board that the process 
to request a review of mate-
rial was not straightforward, 
and that it took her four 
weeks to get the necessary 
form to start the process.

“It’s not a political thing 
at all,” she said. “It’s a moral 
thing. These books should 
not be in the hands of our 
children.”

In the run-up to Satur-
day’s school board election, 
candidates clashed over the 

content of books available 
to students through school 
libraries and in teachers’ 
classroom collections. Amy 
Bundgus, who unseated 
Place 3 trustee and board 
President Douglas Chadwick 
in a very narrow victory, 
made the issue a major part 
of her campaign and said 
parents and teachers in 
Denton ISD had come to her 
with concerns about sexual 
content in library materials.

Chadwick, who hasn’t 
yet conceded the race, and 
Charles Stafford in Place 5 
pushed back on such claims 
during their campaigns. Mia 
Price, in Place 4, told the 
Denton Record-Chronicle 
she’d been made aware of 
one book that she thought 
wasn’t suitable, and believes 
schools have to be cautious 
about what books end up 
on the curriculum and in the 
school library. Stafford deliv-
ered the harshest response 
at a campaign forum, asking 
why complaints hadn’t been 
brought to the district for 
formal review. Both Price and 
Stafford were up for reelec-
tion and fended off chal-
lengers at the polls on May 7.

Another speaker at the 
meeting, Debi Scaggs, called 
the issue “a growing prob-

lem” and gave trustees a 
list of 84 books available 
in school libraries she said 
are problematic. She also 
offered a rating system 
devised by parents. She 
shared titles and the number 
of vulgar or inappropriate 
words in them.

“There are many, many 
books filled with obscenities, 
sexual assault, depictions of 
violence against women, and 
explicit heterosexual and 
homosexual sex,” she said. 
“When is this board going to 
at least discuss this issue? If 
this board doesn’t address 
this, we will be back to draw 
attention to it. ... You are 
our elected officials and we 
deserve to know where you 
stand on pornography.”

Speaker Donna Smith, 
whose two adult daughters 
attended Denton schools, 
told the board her grand-
daughter would be attending 
Denton ISD as a kindergart-
ner this fall.

“I’m just concerned, and 
she’s a sweet baby,” Smith 
said. “She’s not going to be 
reading these, but she’s not 
going to be 5 forever. She 
won’t be in kindergarten 
forever. I’m just concerned 
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By Juan Betancourt
Staff Writer

juan.betancourt@dentonrc.com

Former University of North Texas 
administrator Fred Pole was re-
membered by friends and family as 
a caring and hardworking person 
who served the Denton community 
in multiple ways.

Pole died on April 19. He was 89.
James Pole remembers his 

father being ded-
icated to his work 
but also recalls the 
times the family 
went on road trips.

“We would go on 
camping trips or 
any kind of outing 
and he definitely 

liked jokes, and liked to have fun 
and go to ballgames,” James Pole 

said. “We went on a few road trips; 
he piled all the kids back in the 
station wagon, and those are great 
memories when I was really young.”

Fred Pole was an active figure 
in the Denton community, hav-
ing served as chair of the Denton 
Chamber of Commerce board, on 
the boards of the United Way of 
Denton County and Denton Com-
munity Hospital, and on the advi-

sory board of the Denton YMCA.
“He was just a very organized 

person,” his son said. “He was a 
motivator, and he definitely liked 
being involved in the community.”

Pole was involved with the UNT 
administration for over 22 years, 
working as the vice president and 
the vice chancellor.

According to the North Tex-
an, Pole served as the executive 

assistant to the president in 1980. 
He was named vice president for 
external affairs in 1981 and vice 
president for administrative affairs 
in 1982. The UNT Board of Regents 
appointed him vice chancellor for 
administration in 1999 before he 
retired in 2002.

Ellen Painter, who is involved 

FRED POLE: 1932-2022

Former UNT administrator remembered 
for his impact on many areas of Denton life

Fred Pole

Lucinda Breeding/DRC
A speaker at the Denton school board meeting Tuesday night wore a rainbow mask 
throughout the three-hour meeting, saying he wore it because the Board of Trustees 
“looked like clowns” for the last two years.

See POLE on 5A

Several people challenge Denton ISD 
on books they say are pornographic

See DENTON ISD on 5A

“If this board doesn’t address this, 
we will be back to draw attention 
to it. ... You are our elected officials 
and we deserve to know where 
you stand on pornography.”

— Debi Scaggs. local resident


