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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

This time of year is especially 
difficult for Jeff Clairmont.

November reminds him of 
the silly movie nights he and his 
daughter would have together, 
how her laugh was so infectious, 
how kind-hearted she was, how 
she could always be there for her 
family — and how he won’t get 
to experience any more of those 
moments.

He misses his daughter dear-
ly every day, and the questions 

surrounding her death haunt him 
year-round. But they especially 
come to the forefront of his mind 
around Nov. 19, the anniversary of 
her murder.

It has been five years since 
21-year-old Amanda Clairmont, a 
student at the University of North 
Texas, was found slain in Corinth — 
the first murder in the city in over 
a decade.

While the case is anything but 
closed, Corinth’s police chief said 
it’s close to turning cold. In fact, the 

Waiting for answers

Amanda 
Clairmont, 
right, pos-
es with her 
best friend 
Meagan 
Kohn. 
The two 
met while 
attending 
parties in 
college.
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2017 MURDER IN CORINTH

Five years later, UNT student’s murder 
case is turning cold, but Corinth police 

say ‘it’s nowhere near being closed’

Courtesy photo/Corinth Police Department
Security footage captured a suspected vehicle in the 2017 murder of Amanda Clairmont. New information suggests is a red Toyota Tundra 
between 2007 and 2013. Police previously suspected it to be an older model Chevy or GMC truck.

See MURDER on 6A

By Juan Betancourt
juan.betancourt@dentonrc.com

Tony Featherstone is remem-
bered as an excellent pilot, a caring 
and loving person who wouldn’t 
hesitate to help others in need and 
was a leader who guided the next 
generation of aviators.

Featherstone died in a plane 
crash near Decatur on Friday eve-
ning. He was 57.

“He was the most generous and 
unselfish and loving man I’ve ever 
known,” said Margaret Duncan 
Featherstone, Tony’s wife whom he 
leaves behind.

The crash happened off County 
Road 4127, less than a mile from 
U.S. 81/287, just after 3 p.m. Ac-
cording to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, the plane was a 
twin-engine Cessna 421C, and the 
pilot, whom they did not identify, 
was the only person on board.

The plane departed from 
Denton Enterprise Airport. The 
airport did not give out Feather-
stone’s name but confirmed the 
plane model that took off from the 
runway.

The FAA and the National Trans-
portation Safety Board are still 
investigating the crash. Family and 
friends were shocked when they 
discovered Tony’s death.

“We’re all still in shock,” Marga-
ret said. “He loved to fly. He was 
passionate about flying.”

Margaret said Tony wouldn’t 
turn down anything that someone 
asked him for help with. When 

Denton 
pilot 
killed 
in plane 
crash

See CRASH on 10A

By Juan Betancourt
Staff Writer

juan.betancourt@dentonrc.com

Hundreds of bikers withstood 
the cold and waited at the start 
line for the official race start of the 
Denton Breakfast Kiwanis 40th Tur-
key Roll Bicycle Rally. Race officials 
rang their bells and rolled out on 
the streets as the event started at 
Denton High School on Saturday 
morning.

It has become an annual tra-
dition for the Denton Breakfast 
Kiwanis Club to host its Turkey Roll 

Bicycle Rally for the community 
to support its youth Key Clubs 
program.

Denton Kiwanis volunteer Daniel 
Clanton said it was his first time co-
ordinating the event and said about 
600 people participated this year.

Clanton knows the community is 
strong and has shown it by par-
ticipating in the Turkey Roll for 40 
years.

“That means that we’re go-
ing strong that the community is 
involved, and we’re glad that they 
welcome us to do this,” Clanton 

said regarding the 40th annual of 
the Denton Turkey roll.

Joe Holland, Denton’s justice of 
the peace for Precinct 1, said the 
club started the Turkey Roll when he 
was its president.

Holland said the club has held 
meetings on the Turkey Roll since 
about February and said it’s a 
tremendous amount of work from 
those who organize the event.

“We needed a fundraiser, and I 
have a lot of experience with bicy-

Hundreds gather for Denton Turkey Roll
COMMUNITY EVENT

See RACE on 9A
Juan Betancourt/DRC

Riders participate in the Denton Turkey Roll on Saturday.

Return of Perry, Jones 
sparks UNT in win over 
Fresno State

>> Sports, 12A

Transgender Week 
of Awareness

A Denton bookstore hosted a story 
time on Saturday, which drew pro-
testers and counterprotesters.
>> Local, 11A

Aubrey High School 
football team wins 
in 4OT thriller

Wesley Huber’s heroics were a big 
help in the victory over Center.
>> Sports, 12A
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