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Ohio gunman 
kills 9 in 30 
seconds
National, 5A

By Cedar Attanasio, Paul Weber 
and Morgan Lee
Associated Press

EL PASO — The shooting that killed 
20 people at a crowded El Paso depart-
ment store will be handled as a domestic 
terrorism case, federal authorities said 
Sunday as they weighed hate-crime 
charges against the suspected gunman 
that could carry the death penalty.

A local prosecutor announced that 
he would file capital murder charges, 
declaring that the alleged assailant had 
“lost the right to be among us.”

The attack on Saturday was followed 

less than a day later by another shoot-
ing that claimed nine lives in a nightlife 
district of Dayton, Ohio. That shooter 
was killed by police. Together the two 
assaults wounded more than 50 peo-
ple, some of them critically, and shocked 
even a nation that has grown accus-
tomed to regular spasms of gun violence.

Investigators focused on whether 
the El Paso attack was a hate crime af-
ter the emergence of a racist, anti-im-
migrant screed that was posted online 
shortly beforehand. Detectives sought 
to determine if it was written by the 
man who was arrested. The border city 

has figured prominently in the immi-
gration debate and is home to 680,000 
people, most of them Latino.

Using a rifle, the El Paso gunman 
opened fire on shoppers during the 
busy back-to-school season.

The attack targeted a Walmart and 
did not spread to other nearby shop-
ping areas, El Paso police Sgt. Robert 
Gomez said.

Most victims were inside the store. 
By Sunday evening, all bodies had been 
removed from the store and the park-

ing lot, police said. They did not release 
names or ages, though some families an-
nounced that loved ones had been killed.

Despite initial reports of possible mul-
tiple gunmen, the man in custody was be-
lieved to be the only shooter, police said.

Law enforcement officials identi-
fied him as 21-year-old Patrick Crusius 
from Allen, a Dallas suburb which is a 
nearly 10-hour drive from El Paso. He 
was arrested without police firing any 
shots and was jailed without bond, au-
thorities said.

Shooting considered 
domestic terrorism

Federal authorities are joining the probe into El Paso shooting that killed 20
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Flowers adorn a makeshift memorial near the scene of a mass shooting at a shopping complex Sunday in El Paso.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

While protesting the Confederate 
soldier monument Sunday, a protester 
said the motives behind putting up the 
statue, the mass shootings this week-
end and the “Reclaim America” chant-
ers lie in white supremacy.

Denton County NAACP President 
Willie Hudpseth has been protesting 
the monument on the Square every 
Sunday for about 20 years. This Sunday 
was no exception. Some people came by 
to talk while others glance over while 
Hudspeth and another protester, Cody 
Goodman, explaining why they want 
the statue to be moved.

“I think [the shootings and ‘Re-
claim America’ group] are all connect-
ed,” Goodman said when asked about 
both situations. “I think the underlying 
white supremacy is behind why people 
put this monument up, that is behind 
why the Confederacy existed, that is be-
hind why those guys chanted ‘reclaim 
America’ and what they meant by that.”

The general manager of Harvest 
House said he was punched in the face 
July 27 by a man after he asked his 
group, one person with multiple visible 
swastika tattoos, to leave.

About a dozen people gathered 
outside Rubber Gloves that same day 
chanting “Reclaim America!” — a slo-
gan on Patriot Front’s website. Patriot 
Front is an organization identified as a 
white supremacist group by the South-
ern Poverty Law Center.

A local resident planned a demon-
stration for July 31 in response to the 
situation and another that same night.

“They’re all based in white suprem-
acy, and if we can take down white su-
premacist symbols, we can we can send 
a resounding message that we don’t 
accept or celebrate that kind of white 
supremacy in Denton,” Goodman said.

Goodman holds a sign that reads 

By Marc Ramirez
The Dallas Morning News

KELLER — At 91, Hilda “Tinker” 
Rautenberg doesn’t make a big produc-
tion of her storied past. Still, she might 
occasionally break into song, reminded 
of a ditty or two she sang as a member 
of the Moonmaids, who did vocals for 

popular big band leader Vaughn Mon-
roe in the late 1940s.

Born Hilda Cunningham, Rauten-
berg had just started at North Texas 
State Teachers College — now the Uni-
versity of North Texas — when she and 
three fellow students formed a colle-
giate quartet. Several lucky breaks put 

them in the spotlight and then on Mon-
roe’s national circuit, where they met 
stars like Frank Sinatra, Patti Page and 
Rosemary Clooney and appeared in the 
1947 film Carnegie Hall.

Only rarely now does Rautenberg 

By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Kiwanis from two states took time 
Friday during their convention to 
highlight where their efforts have been 
successful in eliminating maternal and 
neonatal tetanus.

The Eliminate Project Walk, part of 
Kiwanis International’s joint project with 
UNICEF, took place Friday afternoon 
outside the Embassy Suites by Hilton 

Denton Convention Center, where mem-
bers of the Texas-Oklahoma District Ki-
wanis have been meeting for their district 
convention, which concluded Sunday.

Friday’s walk highlighted the coun-
tries where maternal and neonatal tet-
anus has been eliminated, according to 
convention chairman Joe Holland. As 
of July, maternal and neonatal tetanus 
has been eliminated in 46 of the 59 
countries where the initiative has been 

undertaken, Holland said.
Maternal and neonatal tetanus is a 

common consequence of unclean deliv-
eries and umbilical cord care practices 
that often leave mothers and their new-
borns at risk of a variety of life-threaten-
ing infections, according to the World 
Health Organization.

Since 2010, Kiwanis Internation-
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highlighted at Kiwanis convention
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