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Toy gun battle 
brings out police 
for disturbance
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By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County’s Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Team is a state-mandated group 
of eight leaders, designed to standard-
ize the county’s approach to sexual as-
sault cases. While its formation was a 
requirement, one of its chief adminis-
trators says the program is far from just 
going through the motions.

The SART team was birthed a few 
weeks ago from Texas Senate Bill 476, 
which mandates all of the state’s coun-
ties form one. Authored by Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, the bill 
has clear-cut requirements on whom 
the team needs to include and what it 

needs to be doing.
In short, the adult sexual assault 

response teams will write up a county-
wide protocol on the handling of sexual 
assaults. They will also make a report to 
county commissioners each odd-num-
bered year, including how many sexual 
assaults were reported, how many in-
vestigations were conducted and infor-
mation on indictments resulting from 
those cases.

The bill lays out 11 individual top-
ics for the protocol to include, ranging 
from victim medical care to the inves-
tigations and prosecutions of sexual 
assault cases.

For the purpose, Denton County 
commissioners appointed eight people 

from across the county:
 ■ Lori Nelson and Daysia Pinke, 

Denton County Friends of the Family
 ■ Michael Dickens, assistant dis-

trict attorney
 ■ Ed Barrett, Denton County Sher-

iff ’s Office
 ■ Trent Jones, Denton Police De-

partment
 ■ Brittany Waymack, Denton 

County MHMR
 ■ Sonia Sims and Cindy Burnette, 

Texas Health Resources
Lori Nelson and Pinke, appointed 

the team’s chief administrators, are au-
thorized to add other members as the 

M
y Christmas gift to five note-
worthy Texans is to honor 
them with induction into my 

Watchdog Hall of Fame.
My gift to you is to introduce 

them to you, if you don’t already 
know them. They demonstrated how 
watchdogging can improve the lives 
of others.

I launched the hall in 2015 with the 
idea of honoring state lawmakers who 
worked to fix readers’ top concerns 
including electricity reform, insurance 

fairness, privacy and a required roofers’ 
license. Although many of those prob-
lems haven’t been solved, I gave high 
points for effort.

I haven’t inducted anyone since 
2019. I’m not in the mood to honor 
state officials anymore.

This year, in a major shift, there 
are no state or local leaders on the 
welcoming list. My 2021 criteria are 
that these folks went above and beyond 
what is expected of them — and that 
their actions made a difference.

Officer Kayla Walker
Out of all the 

police officers in Texas 
only one was brave 
enough in 2021 to 
stand up and reveal to 
her city council that 
her department was 
using illegal traffic 
ticket quotas to rate 
and reward officers.

Meet Richardson patrol officer 
Kayla Walker. Badge #1189.

The 13-year veteran challenged the 
city to reform itself. The city hired an 
outside law firm to investigate. With-
out Walker’s help (she didn’t trust the 
firm’s independence), the investigation 
found nothing amiss. Internal emails 
she provided The Watchdog showed 
otherwise.

Walker says that for violating 
the code of silence, she received in 
retaliation a poor job evaluation. She 

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

This coming March will bring 
the two-year anniversary of the pan-
demic’s arrival in Denton County.

Despite promising signs to the 
contrary earlier in the year, local res-
idents are still dealing with the coro-
navirus as part of their daily lives.

The Denton Record-Chronicle, 
just as in 2020, remained committed 
to covering the pandemic and its im-
pact on the area throughout the year.

Below, in no particular order, 
are the top five pandemic articles of 
2021:

One year later: The local  
voices leading Denton  
County through the pandemic

The coronavirus was first identi-
fied in a Denton County resident on 
March 15, 2020.

Denton County Public Health 
had confirmed at least another 
70,005 more residents had the virus 
within the following year, and 431 of 
those people died of COVID-19 over 
the same period.

The Record-Chronicle inter-
viewed nine community leaders 

about the impact of the pandemic 
and their thoughts about one year 
in the rearview. Excerpts of those in-
terviews ran in the paper alongside 
a four-part timeline of the biggest 
pandemic milestones to mark the 
grim anniversary.

What makes the TMS 
vaccination clinics tick

Texas Motor Speedway became 
a constant mention across Denton 

Another chapter of COVID

Up to 1,000 vaccinations delivered per hour, and 2021’s other top pandemic stories

Jeff Woo/DRC file photo

Denton County Public Health Director Matt Richardson talks with the media during a vaccination clinic Feb. 2 at Texas Motor Speedway 

in Fort Worth. The efficiency of mass vaccine clinics at the racetrack grew to draw attention from beyond Denton County — Richardson 

said officials from around Texas, Oklahoma and elsewhere came to observe, “and we’ve been proud to show off our success.”

By Edgar Sandoval
The New York Times Company

SAN ANTONIO — Every three 
minutes, a child is born somewhere in 
Texas.

At one hospital in North Texas, 107 
babies were delivered over 96 hours 
this summer, shattering local records. 
At a hospital in San Antonio, more than 
1,200 babies have been born this year, 
up nearly 30% since 2018.

Across one of the nation’s fast-
est-growing states, an average 1,000 
new Texans arrive every day. Half of 
them are newborns.

“Our population is going up. So just 
with that, I would expect our birth-
rates to increase,” said Shad Deering, 
a department chair with the Children’s 
Hospital of San Antonio. “We will be-
come very busy.”

We spent a day last month with 
Deering and his staff and witnessed the 
arrival of several new residents to the 
Lone Star State.

Stefanie Garcia-DeLeon was eager 
to hear her newborn when the ma-
chines she was connected to signaled 
something was not right. More than 
a dozen men and women in scrubs 
rushed into her room.

But nine minutes later, all worry 
evaporated. Garcia-DeLeon pushed, 
and a little girl let out a hearty cry. The 
room erupted in cheers and laughter.

Ten minutes later, Serafina’s little 
eyes scanned her mother’s face and all 
of the hospital equipment around her. 
“She’s so small, but already she has a big 
curiosity,” Garcia-DeLeon said.

Across the state, a baby boom has 
been fueled by newcomers from states 
like California and New York, attracted 
by a lower cost of living, less crowded 
schools and cheaper taxes. Many of 

1,000 new 
Texans per 
day; half 
are babies

New inductees in the Watchdog Hall of Fame fought for you

Dave Lieber
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See BABIES on 5ASee PANDEMIC on 5A

New team’s goal: Protect 
sexual assault victims

Jeff Woo/DRC

The Denton County Sexual Assault Response Team includes, from left, 

Daysia Pinke, Denton County Friends of the Family’s Survivor Advocacy 

Team coordinator; Michael Dickens, Denton County assistant district at-

torney; Lori Nelson, Friends of the Family director of community engage-

ment; Eddie Barrett, Denton County sheriff’s captain; Sonia Sims, Texas 

Health Resources’ northeast regional division manager, and Trent Jones, 

Denton Police Department sergeant.

See LIEBER on 5A

See TEAM on 5A


