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price drops 
ahead / Local, 2A
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shouldn’t be all 
that matters
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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

About 30 Denton Central Appraisal 
District employees filled a small meet-
ing room Thursday afternoon — about 
one-third of the entire staff — to tell 
board members they were concerned 
about the agency’s future and the day’s 
agenda.

None of the employees left the 
room after Chairman 
Charles Stafford said 
the board would not 
name a deputy ap-
praiser for adminis-
tration — the behind-
closed-doors agenda 
item that appeared to 
trigger the most anx-
iety among the rank 
and file.

The Denton Central Appraisal Dis-
trict, like other appraisal districts state-
wide, is charged with independently 
determining the values for all residen-
tial, commercial and personal property. 
Those values, in turn, become the basis 
of the property tax rolls for area school 
districts, cities, special taxing districts 
and the county. The appraisal district 
board is elected by the elected officials 
of the schools, cities and the county.

The district board recently negotiat-
ed an exit package for its former chief 
appraiser, Rudy Durham, but has not 
named an interim chief appraiser.

By Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The end of a chapter and turning 
of a page were marked for graduat-
ing members of the Denton Coun-
ty Drug Court during a ceremony 
Thursday evening at the Denton 
County Courthouse. The county’s 
drug court aims to assist high-risk 
felony offenders rehabilitate and 
reintegrate into their families and 
communities.

Graduating members included: 
David Bibb, 42; J. Tyler Gonsior, 
25; Michael Richie, 36; and Lauren 
Story, 30.

The drug court, which operates 
out of Judge Brody Shanklin’s 211th 
Judicial District Court, has held a 
total of four graduations since 2016, 
according to Kevin Edwards, a pro-
bation officer for the drug court. 
Shanklin presides over the drug 
court and is assisted by Judge Steve 

Burgess, who oversees the 158th Ju-
dicial District Court.

Shanklin, who has served over 
the drug court since October 2016, 
began Thursday’s ceremony with a 
slideshow that displayed graduating 
members’ mugshots and photos of 
their progression. He says that grad-
uating members of the drug court 
have broken the cycle of addiction 
because of their efforts and commit-
ment to their sobriety.

“The most important aspect is 
that we take in somebody that is in 
an active addiction,” he said. “By the 
time someone graduates drug court, 
they are no longer in an active ad-
diction because they have broken 
that cycle.”

Edwards, a licensed chemical 
dependency counselor, said the 
18-month long treatment program 

Milestones in recovery

Denton County Drug Court graduation highlights efforts to reduce addiction
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Judge Brody Shanklin, left, hands a diploma to graduate Lauren Story during the Denton County Drug Court graduation ceremony Thurs-

day at the Denton County Courts Building. The ceremony featured four graduating members of the drug court.

By Jesus Jimenez
The Dallas Morning News

From tornadoes to blizzards, when 
extreme weather happens it’s easy to 
wonder if climate change is to blame.

Scientists often say it’s difficult to say 
whether one specific storm was the re-
sult of climate change, but as research-
ers gather more data, it’s also becoming 
easier to observe trends.

The Bulletin of the American Meteo-
rological Society on Monday published 
an annual report that looks at weather 
observations from the previous year 
and model simulations to see if climate 
change could have played a role in ex-
treme weather events.

“The evidence that human-caused 
climate change is impacting weather 

events has only been increasing,” said 
Stephanie Herring, editor of the report 
and a climate scientist for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. “This year we are seeing more and 
more evidence of climate change ‘fin-
gerprints’ on different types of events, 
especially wildfires and heavy rain.”

The report, “Explaining Extreme 
Events in 2018 From a Climate Perspec-
tive,” was peer-reviewed by 121 scientists 
from 13 countries. It breaks down 21 ex-
treme weather events, including a storm 
system that pummeled North Texas 
with large hail on June 6, 2018.

That storm system damaged an es-
timated 20,000 structures and 25,000 
vehicles, racking up an estimated $425 
billion in damage, according to the In-

surance Council of Texas. Hailstones 
produced by the storm ranged from 
1.5-inches wide in Denton County to 
3-inch hail in Coppell and Carrollton, ac-
cording to the National Weather Service.

Could North Texas see more se-
vere hailstorms as a result of climate 
change? Based on research, there is 
“some indication of more intense hail-
storms in a warming climate,” accord-
ing to the report.

But the answer is tricky.
That’s partly because severe thun-

derstorms that produce hail are “rela-
tively small and short-lived,” according 
to the report. The speed of severe thun-
derstorms limits the ability to gather 

Could climate change lead to more extreme hailstorms?
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Marble-size hail fell along South Cooper Street in Arlington in March.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Denton County residents are invit-
ed to participate in a solemn ceremony 
that will honor local victims of lynching 

on Saturday morning in Pilot Point.
The Denton County Community 

Remembrance Project has organized 
a soil collection ceremony that will cul-
minate with participants helping pre-
pare the sacred ground for permanent 
display, volunteers said. The public is 
invited to the formal ceremony, which 
begins at 11 a.m. Saturday at Pilot Point 
First United Methodist Church, 217 S. 
Church St.

Volunteers plan to fill three jars 

commemorating local victims of lynch-
ing. One jar is heading to Montgomery, 
Alabama, where two of Denton Coun-
ty’s lynching victims are honored at the 
new National Memorial of Peace and 
Justice. The Denton County soil is des-
tined for display at the memorial’s com-
panion Legacy Museum. The other jars 
will remain here.

The names of the two victims be-
ing honored at the memorial are not 
known. But newspaper accounts de-

scribed two men be-
ing taken from the 
Pilot Point jail on 
Dec. 14, 1922, and 
presumed lynched. 
The newspaper also 
noted that two others 
disappeared from the 
jail months prior and 

were never seen or heard from again.
“We cannot bring justice to the com-

munity without the truth,” said Shaun 

Treat, one of the event organizers. “We 
are trying to bring some truth.

Treat told fellow organizers this 
week that the Equal Justice Initiative, 
creator of the museum and memorial, 
is sending a delegate to the ceremony 
to speak and to escort the soil back to 
Alabama.

Organizers are planning about an 
hour of prayers, music and brief talks 

Public invited to soil collection ceremony
Saturday’s Pilot Point 
event will honor local 
victims of lynching
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