
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SATURDAY: Plenty of 

sun, beautiful week-

end. Low 41, high 66. 

SUNDAY: Nice with 

plenty of sun. Low 47, 

high 72. 

MONDAY: Mostly 

sunny and pleasant. 

Low 58, high 74.

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Additional content, including 

interactive puzzles and games 

and a weekly news recap, can 

be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and 

digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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Ryan seals up 
district title 
with gritty win
Sports, 13A

UNT aims 
to build on 
momentum
Sports, 13A

Fall back
Daylight saving ends Sunday at 
2 a.m. Set your clocks back one 
hour before bed on Saturday.

Prepare plants for cooler temps / Local news, 6A

H
erschel Evans was born in Den-
ton on March 9, 1909. His par-
ents, Lee L. and Laura Evans, 

were in their 40s when he was born. 
He had one older sister, Edna, and 
four older brothers, Lee Jr., Freeman, 
Albert and Frank.

Evans began his musical career at 
age 4; he became an accomplished pi-
anist. He spent time in Kansas City, Kansas, 
with his cousin Eddie Durham, a trom-
bonist and guitarist. Durham persuaded 
Evans to switch to tenor saxophone, instead 
of trombone and alto saxophone. Evans 
perfected his technique in the famous 12th 
to 18th Street Kansas City jazz quartet.

After returning to Texas in the 1920s. 
Evans performed at age 18 with Trent’s 
Number Two Orchestra. At age 19, he 

played with the St. Louis Merrymakers. He 
joined a San Antonio territory band called 
the Troy Floyd Orchestra in 1929. Census 
records show Evans living on Wyoming 
Street in San Antonio with his aunt Bertha 
Boster and cousin LZ in 1930. The band 
broke up in 1932.

From 1933 to 1935, Evans played with 
Benny Moten’s Kansas City Band. The band 
included Count Basie and Oran “Hot Lips” 

Page. They recorded prolifically with 
Victor Records.

After performing with Jones’ Chi-
cago Cosmopolitans, Evans joined the 
Charlie Echols Band in Los Angeles. 
He also played stints with Lionel 
Hampton and Buck Clayton.

In September 1936, Evans joined 
Count Basie’s big band, where he rose 

to prominence playing tenor saxophone. 
Band members nicknamed him “Tex.” 
Evans’ duets with fellow saxophonist Lester 
Young are jazz standards. Their rendition 
of Basie’s “One O’Clock Jump” demon-
strated a split tone style contrasting Evans’ 
full-bodied emotional timbre with Young’s 
high-pitched light tone. The piece received 

Local jazz phenom burned bright before death Herschel 

Evans was 

born in 

Denton on 

March 9, 

1909, and 

rose to fame 

playing 

with Lionel 

Hampton, 

Count Basie 

and Buck 

Clayton.
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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A 39-year-old man was arrested late 
Thursday night on one count of murder 
for a homicide from March in Denton, 
according to a news release.

Zeniff Rudd was arrested in Dallas 
at a homeless shelter Thursday night 
in connection to the 
homicide in March 6. 
At the time of Mindy 
Tenerias’ death, the 
Tarrant County Med-
ical Examiner hadn’t 
ruled her death a 
homicide and it was 
pending until it was 
ruled a homicide last 
month. Tenerias was 
26.

The news release from the Denton 
Police Department says police respond-
ed to a shooting around 12:57 a.m. that 
day in the 1800 block of Teasley Lane. 
Rudd called 911 and reported a gun fell, 
fired on its own and shot his girlfriend, 
saying he was lying in bed when this 
happened.

Police found Tenerias on the floor 
with a gunshot wound. Tenerias was 
taken to a hospital where she was pro-
nounced dead about an hour later due 
to a gunshot wound to the chest, ac-
cording to the Tarrant County Medical 
Examiner’s public portal. The portal 
shows she was shot and killed in her 
home at the Oak Meadows Apart-
ments.

Man, 39,  
arrested  
on murder  
charge

Zeniff  

Rudd

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton’s easy access to the Green-
belt off U.S. Highway 380 is back after 

years of closure, and a local partnership 
is working on a long-term solution to 
keep it that way more often.

Extended floods have killed trees 
and kept locals out of what is meant to 
be a natural treasure for Denton Coun-
ty. Despite the partnership, there was 
no solution in sight Friday.

The Greenbelt took decades to plan 
and build, but its most convenient Den-
ton access point spent most of the past 
decade closed to the public.

Its roughly 11 miles of trails for hik-
ing, biking and horseback riding, along 
with kayaking access, are part of Ray 
Roberts Lake State Park.

How did we get here?
The Greenbelt was originally built 

with an understanding that paths 
would occasionally be underwater, ac-
cording to Denton Record-Chronicle 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

As those experiencing homeless-
ness are more at risk for COVID-19 
and other illnesses, local organiza-
tions have been planning out vac-
cine clinics — sometimes after those 

clients have asked.
Although Denton County Public 

Health doesn’t and hasn’t adminis-
tered every COVID-19 vaccine dose 
in the county, the county has done 
many of them and has coordinated 
with organizations such as Our Dai-
ly Bread, the Salvation Army and 

the Denton County Homeless Coali-
tion to schedule vaccines for people 
without homes.

Alva Santos, the shelter director 
for Our Daily Bread, said it was a 
two-way coordination with DCPH 
because each entity reached out to 
the other to do these vaccine clinics.

“We had our guests asking us,” 
Santos said. “They were interested 
in getting COVID-vaccinated. We 
can send them to Walgreens and 
pharmacies around the place, but 
it’s [a] transportation [issue]. From 

Immunity boost

COVID vaccine brought to underserved groups in shelters, soup kitchens

Jeff Woo/DRC

Donald Fagan, 61, waits in line to pick up a tray of food at Our Daily Bread on Friday. Fagan says getting vaccinated was important to him 

because it meant helping others.

See MURDER on 11ASee VACCINES on 11A

Answers to Greenbelt 
access lie in past, future
Will Denton’s closest 
trailhead stay open? 
Partnership is working 
for long-term solution
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A flooded section of the Greenbelt north of U.S. Highway 380 is seen in 

September 2020, in an aerial photo taken by Greenbelt Alliance board 

chairman Richard Rogers.See GREENBELT on 11A

See JAZZ on 11A
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