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for East Texas
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jams up I-35W 
near FM1171
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By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Spaghetti was cooking on the stove when neighbors Ali-
cia Ridge and Kari Edney were shocked by a lightning strike 
in the 3000 block of Armstrong Street.

Storms crawled their way across Denton County on 
Wednesday evening, bringing wind gusts upward of 70 mph.

That wind, coupled with at least half 
a dozen fires caused by lightning strikes, 
including one at Ridge’s house, made life 
harder for people across the area. Ryan 
Adams, a Denton city spokesman, said more than 10,000 
people experienced a temporary loss of power due to the 
storm.

Nearly 2,200 people were without power for a few hours, 
and seven Denton Municipal Electric customers experi-
enced an outage lasting more than 12 hours. Everybody who 

Dinnertime interrupted by 
shocks, fires, fallen trees

Denton residents recovering from strong summer storm
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Servpro crew chief Robert Martinez evaluates fire and storm damage Thursday at Alicia Ridge’s house in the Windsor Oaks neighborhood in Denton. 

Sunlight shining through blue tarps on the roof casts a blue glow inside the home.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer
pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Hundreds clapped, swayed and 
sang along to a soulful version of the 
bluegrass standard “I’ll Fly Away” as 
they remembered LeCarvin “Kevin” 
Lewis on Thursday afternoon.

Lewis, 41, was found dead on the 
grounds of the Denton State Supported 

Living Center on July 4, five days after 
he was reported missing. He had lived 
at the center off and on for the past two 
decades.

Members of the center staff and 
Lewis’ many friends joined his family 
for a home-going ceremony in the cen-
ter’s chapel, a memorial service that in-
cluded music, prayers, Bible readings, 
video and lots of sharing.

Wes Cohoon, the center’s chaplain, 
led the service, including a reading and 
eulogy based on Psalm 13.

Known for its questioning first line, 
“How long, O Lord,” and the many ex-
pressions of doubt that follow, Cohoon 
assured Lewis’ family and friends that 
it’s OK to have questions about their 
loss.

“God invites questions,” Cohoon 

said. “He’s heartbroken as well.”
Cohoon passed the microphone 

around the crowd, which gathered tes-
timonials from Lewis’ family as well as 
his many friends at the center who were 
keenly feeling the loss, too.

One resident called Lewis a great 
guy. Another said he would miss seeing 
Lewis’ face. Yet another took the time to 
write his remarks and struggled to keep 

his composure as he 
read them.

“I don’t know what 
to do or say to make 
you come back,” he 
said. “But I know we’ll see each other 
again.”

Several speakers reminded the 

Kevin Lewis remembered in prayer and song

Lewis

By Lizzy Spangler
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Denton City Council member Deb 
Armintor voted against all of the Ho-
tel Occupancy Tax and Sponsorship 
Committee’s recommendations Thurs-
day because she disagreed with the 
$50,000 recommended for the Denton 
Community Market, which had sought 
twice that amount.

Still, the recommendations passed 
at Thursday’s committee meeting with 
a 2-1 vote, with Mayor Chris Watts, who 
was voted the temporary chairman of 
the committee, and council member 
Jesse Davis both voting in favor.

“It [Denton Community Market] 
was the main thing, absolutely the 
main thing,” Armintor said. “I’m real-
ly concerned that this institution, the 
community market, that has done so 
much for Denton in such a short peri-
od of time and that’s so big ... I’m wor-
ried that they’re not going to be able 
to sustain without the full support of 
this request, which is such a small re-
quest compared to what the [Denton] 
Chamber of Commerce gets.”

The committee recommended a 
total of $1.4 million for the Denton 
Chamber of Commerce, which includes 
the Convention & Visitors Bureau and 
the Discover Denton Welcome Center.

The recommended funding for 
various local entities comes from hotel 

City panel 
votes on 
hotel fund 
recipients
Armintor bases her 
‘nay’ on amount for 
Community Market

By Sophia Tareen and Colleen Long
Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Trump admin-
istration is moving forward with a na-
tionwide immigration enforcement 
operation targeting migrant families, 
despite loud opposition from Demo-
crats and questions over whether it’s 
the best use of resources given the crisis 
at the border.

The operation could happen as soon 
as this weekend after being postponed 
by President Donald Trump late last 
month. It would pursue people with 
final deportation orders, including 
families whose immigration cases were 
fast-tracked by judges in 10 major cit-
ies such as Chicago, Los Angeles, New 
York and Miami.

By Jill Colvin, Mark Sherman  
and Zeke Miller
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump abandoned his controver-
sial bid to inject a citizenship question 

into next year’s census 
Thursday, instead di-
recting federal agen-
cies to try to compile 
the information using 
existing databases.

He insisted he was 
“not backing down,” 
declaring in a Rose 
Garden announcement that the goal 

was simple and reasonable: “a clear 
breakdown of the number of citizens 
and non-citizens that make up the 
United States population.”

But the decision was clearly a rever-
sal, after the Supreme Court blocked 
his effort by disputing his adminis-
tration’s rationale for demanding that 
census respondents declare whether or 
not they were citizens. Trump had said 

last week that he was “very seriously” 
considering an executive order to try to 
force the question. But the government 
has already begun the lengthy and ex-
pensive process of printing the census 
questionnaire without it, and such a 
move would surely have drawn an im-
mediate legal challenge.

White House 
plans to go 
forward with 
ICE raids

Trump drops push for census change
President seeks ways 
to get citizenship data
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J.T. King 

takes a 

break Thurs

day from 

cleaning up 

the damage 

caused to his 

home and 

yard in the 

3300 block 

of East Coo

per Branch 

following 

Wednesday’s 

storm.
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