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Ensure your home is 
comfortable this Spring
by giving your system 

the proper TLC
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Aubrey, Ponder 
looking to write 
latest chapter of 
playoff success
>> Sports, 5A
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The Denton school board 
has approved putting a 
wellness clinic for employees 
in one of the school district’s 

buildings.
Now the board is consid-

ering a different health care 
partnership, but this time, 
it’s for students in need.

The district is considering 
placing a PediPlace satellite 
clinic in the district to bring 
pediatric care to students 
on the margins.

PediPlace is a nonprofit 
pediatric clinic located in 
Lewisville. It has a satel-
lite clinic in Lewisville ISD, 
a model that has piqued 
the interest of Denton ISD 

administrators, who say 
low-income families struggle 
to find pediatricians who 
accept Medicaid and unin-
sured children. In the part-
nership under consideration, 
Denton ISD would provide 
space, and PediPlace would 
take care of fundraising to 
cover services and rent.

When parents can’t get 
their children to a doctor 
who serves Medicaid pa-
tients, the result is often lon-
ger absences from school, 
said Nicole Goodman, the 

district’s director of health 
services.

“They provide a medical 
home for students who are 
on Medicaid, CHIP and who 
are uninsured,” Goodman 
told the school board during 
Tuesday night’s meeting. 
“About 35% of their visits are 
preventative care. And then 
65% is for their acute care, 
sick visits, things like that.”

PediPlace has also begun 
offering some mental health 
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This legislative session, the 
Lewisville Senior Living Challenges 
Coalition has been busy raising 
awareness of the dire situation 
they say Denton County seniors on 
fixed incomes are facing.

The coalition says that in this 
housing market, high rent prices 
are “holding renters like hostag-
es,” “to the point that many low 
and fixed income persons have 
been priced out of the market and 
many more are facing evictions,” 
Nancy Sansom, a coordinator and 
spokesperson for the coalition, 
said in a Feb. 27 newsletter.

Last month, the coalition indi-
cated two factors exacerbating 
the skyrocketing rents in Denton 
County:

 ■ Working-class, low- and 
fixed-income seniors and persons 
with disabilities are being adverse-
ly affected with serious housing 
insecurity.

Lewisville 
seniors 
fighting for 
fair rent 
demand 
action
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Skies darkened early Thursday 
evening as thunderstorms rolled in, 
causing several electrical outag-
es, shut down several streets and 
knocked down trees in the Denton 
area.

The night’s storms put Den-
ton Municipal Electric to work. In 
one case, DME crews closed the 
600 block of West Oak Street to 
remove a downed power line.

Several other areas, like Boli-
var Street, Santa Monica Drive, 
Briercliff Drive, El Paseo Street, 
San Sebastian Place and the 1200 

block of Dallas Drive experienced 
outages.

Branches and foliage were 
strewn across streets due to the 
high winds. One large tree on the 
lawn of the Courthouse on the 

Square toppled over in the storm.
Denton police closed down 

Country Club Road west of Ryan 
Road at about 8 p.m. due to a 
downed tree and hazardous con-
ditions.

BROOKE COLOMBO can be reached 

at 940-566-6882 and via Twitter at @

brookecolombo.

Storms take down lines, trees

Al Key/For the DRC
A strong storm with high winds knocked down trees in Denton, including this one on the Courthouse on the Square lawn.

Proposal would 
bring PediPlace 
for students in 
need of care

WEATHER

DISD studies partnership 
with nonprofit for clinic

Courtesy photo/PediPlace Lewisville via Facebook

Debra Hunter, a pediatric nurse practitioner, greets a pa-
tient at PediPlace’s main clinic in Lewisville. The Denton 
ISD is considering a partnership with PediPlace, a pediat-
ric health care nonprofit, to help serve students.

Coalition appeals 
to state and local 
leaders, legislators

UNT sets record for  
wins in a regular season

Once the Mean Green found their 
form, they quickly rolled past Middle 
Tennessee at the Super Pit on Thurs-
day night.
>> DentonRC.com

How to transfer a student 
to another DISD campus

How does a family go about transfer-
ring their student to a different cam-
pus in Denton ISD? The transfer appli-
cation window opens March 20.
>> Local, 2A

North Texans dealing with damage / 4A 
More local photos / 4A

See DENTON ISD on 4A

See RENT on 4A
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