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H
ouses provide more than 
shelter; they chronicle 
people’s lives.

In 1919, R.A. and Effie 
McClurkan Sledge built the 
house at 906 W. Hickory St. 
City building permit No. 186 
was for a one-story gable-roofed 
Craftsman-style house with 
exposed rafter tails and half-timbered 
gable ends. The Sledges were beloved 
community members who worked 

with H.H. Hardin to build 20 houses 
between 1900 and 1925.

Stephen “Mac” McReynolds 

Richardson, who would 
eventually buy 906 W. Hickory, 
was born in Argyle in 1879. His 
family moved to Denton the 
following year. By age 9, Mac 
started a newspaper career 
as a paperboy for the Denton 
Record-Chronicle. Mac’s 1918 
draft card indicated he had blue 

eyes and brown hair.

906 W. Hickory was the 
site of noted gatherings
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In 1919, R.A. and Effie McClurkan Sledge built the house at 906 W. Hick-

ory St.

By James Pollard
The Texas Tribune

At a crowded rally in downtown 
Austin, Beto O’Rourke ticked off his 
usual laundry list of campaign prom-
ises: stabilizing the power grid, rolling 
back the state’s new permitless carry 
law and expanding health care access.

But the El Paso Democrat got some 
of the loudest cheers of the night when 
he promised to legalize marijuana in 
Texas, something he said “most of us, 
regardless of party, actually agree on.”

“I’ve been warned that this may or 
may not be a popular thing to say in Aus-
tin, Texas,” O’Rourke said to the crowd 
gathered in Republic Square Park in De-
cember. “But when I am governor, we are 
going to legalize marijuana.”

The support is 
nothing new for the 
gubernatorial candi-
date. O’Rourke has 
championed legaliza-
tion efforts through-
out his political career, 
ever since his time as a 
member of the El Paso 
City Council. He also 
nodded at the policy throughout his 
failed campaigns for U.S. Senate and 
for president.

But in his early run for governor, 
O’Rourke, who declined to be inter-
viewed for this story, has repeatedly 
mentioned legalizing marijuana on the 
campaign trail across Texas. Advocates 
hope the increased attention will give 

momentum to legalization efforts in a 
state with some of the harshest penal-
ties and highest arrest rates for mari-
juana possession.

O’Rourke’s advocacy around the is-
sue dates back at least to his time on the 
El Paso City Council in 2009 when he 
pushed for a resolution calling on Con-
gress to have “an honest, open national 
debate on ending the prohibition” of 
marijuana.

Despite unanimously passing the 
City Council, then-Mayor John Cook 
vetoed the nonbinding measure. Cook 
got some help from then-U.S. Rep. 
Silvestre Reyes, who warned council 
members the city could lose federal 
funds if they continued with their effort.

O’Rourke went on to challenge and 

defeat Reyes in the 2012 Democrat-
ic primary for his congressional seat. 
During that race, Reyes released an ad 
attacking O’Rourke’s position on mari-
juana legalization.

“Legalizing drugs is not the answer. 
Even our children understand that,” 
a narrator said in a video campaign 
ad that showed children shaking their 
heads. “Say NO to Drugs. Say NO to 
Beto.”

While O’Rourke did not campaign 
on the policy throughout that race, ad-
vocates at the time pointed to his vic-
tory as a sign of the changing attitudes 
around marijuana legalization.

O’Rourke’s viewpoint is influenced 
by his hometown of El Paso, which he 
writes about extensively in his 2011 

book Dealing Death and Drugs: The 
Big Business of Dope in the U.S. and 
Mexico, co-written with fellow City 
Council member Susie Byrd.

For 15 years before 2008, there was 
an average of 236 murders per year in 
Ciudad Juárez, the sister city of El Paso, 
O’Rourke wrote. That number rose 
to 316 in 2007 before skyrocketing to 
1,623 in 2008. There was a “pernicious 
influence,” O’Rourke wrote: the “multi-
billion dollar hemispheric vice between 
supply and demand,” where “North 
America consumes illegal drugs” and 
“Mexico supplies them.”

The book draws a correlation be-
tween government crackdowns on the 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Denton regularly saw a steady 
increase in DWI arrests year after 
year, but the beginning of the pan-
demic in 2020 stalled that increase. 
Now, a Denton police sergeant says 
the number of driving while intoxi-
cated arrests is back up and higher 
than the 2019 record.

By Dec. 31, 2021, the Denton 

Police Department had made 937 
DWI arrests, up from the previ-
ous record of 711 in 2019. While he 
didn’t have the exact number on 
hand, Sgt. Daryn Briggs with the 
traffic division said the number of 
arrests in 2020 was below 2019’s 
then-record.

“It didn’t really surprise us be-
cause it was the start of the pandem-
ic,” Briggs said.

Now that 2021, another year of 

living in a pandemic, has come to 
a close, Briggs said the number of 
officers making those arrests and 
residents’ changing behaviors could 
be factors in why arrests went up so 
drastically.

“A large portion of our success — 
just from the department, we had 
78 different officers making [DWI] 
arrests in 2021,” Briggs said. “It’d be 
hard for us to find another agency 
our size as actively involved with 

that many people in DWI enforce-
ment.”

He said that’s only one piece of 
the puzzle, and another part could 
be changing behaviors due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I’m not a behavioral scientist, 
but I have 28 years of experience 
on this job, and there is post-pan-
demic behavior by a large part of 

Denton DWI arrests up

More enforcement, pandemic behaviors may be factors in city’s record 937 DWIs
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In 2021, Denton Police Department offices made 937 DWI arrests, up from the previous record of 711 in 2019.

By James Barragán
The Texas Tribune

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick is quarantining 
after testing positive for COVID-19 last 
week, his campaign said Monday.

In a short news 
release, Patrick se-
nior adviser Allen 
Blakemore said the 
lieutenant governor 
experienced mild 
symptoms and tested 
positive for the virus 
last week but has sub-
sequently tested nega-
tive and is completing 
his quarantine period.

“His symptoms were mild and no 
one else in the household was infected,” 
Blakemore said. “He continues working 
from home and will return to a public 
schedule by the end of the week.”

The release did not say what day 
Patrick received the positive test or why 
it was not disclosed earlier.

When Gov. Greg Abbott tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 in August, his office 
disclosed that information the same 
day. Abbott isolated at the Governor’s 
Mansion and received Regeneron’s 
monoclonal antibody treatment. His 
office notified everyone he’d been in 
close contact with. Abbott had attended 

Patrick 
finishing 
isolation 
at home
Lieutenant governor 
tested positive for 
COVID last week, has 
since tested negative
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