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Nothing quite signals the end of 
summer like a lifeguard’s last whistle at 
the city pool.

About three dozen children and a 
lap swimmer stayed in the water until 
the last on Monday afternoon at the 
Civic Center Pool. Two boys clambered 
up the stairs for one final run down the 
water slide. Another boy jumped in 
to fetch a ball that had rolled away as 
he and his family were packing up. A 
mother ready to go home yelled to her 
children on the other side of the pool, 
but to no avail.

The shadows from the live oak 
trees that rim the grounds had already 
grown tall, covering half the pool by 
closing time.

Three quick blasts and a long, loud 
tweet from a couple of guards let the 
swimmers, splashers and paddlers 
know it was time, at last, to get out of 
the water for the summer. 

Most of the pool’s part-time help 
already scattered for fall pastures, said 
pool manager Deborah Grabowski. She 
was suited up with her cherry red tank 
suit under her blue polo shirt and dark 
khakis.

“Just in case I have to get in the wa-
ter, too,” Grabowski said.

But there was still ample local staff 
left to rotate through the five lifeguard 
stands Monday afternoon, blowing 
their whistles to remind swimmers: 
“Walk please,” or “You can’t stand on the 
floaties,” or “Don’t hold onto the ropes.”

Lifeguard and pool manager Zackery 
Clark said he enjoys the work and doesn’t 
plan to do anything different with his 
summers for the foreseeable future.

A freelance job guarding for the 
Tough Mudder obstacle race let him 
put his training to the test.

“They handed me a tube and said 
this is where you’ll be from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m.,” Clark said. He watched over a 
barrel-filled pond the runners had to 
cross for the final obstacle.

Most of the runners were tired by 
the time they hit the pond. That day, he 
made 14-15 saves of adults in distress, 
he said.

“That was intense,” he said, adding 
that he felt like he really made a differ-
ence.

But it also contrasts sharply with the 
otherwise bucolic work guarding at a 
city pool, where you might make one 
or two saves the entire summer, he said.

As a young woman, Grabowski 
served as a lifeguard one summer in 
the Air Force reserves. Later, after she 
retired from the Dallas police force, 
she asked Denton parks whether they 
would consider a 52-year-old woman 
for guarding.

She passed the test.
“I never lost my love for swimming,” 

she said.
The work is different now than it 

was 30 years ago, she said, with rescue 
tubes and training and in-services to 
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ODESSA — The gunman in a West 
Texas rampage “was on a long spiral of 
going down” and had been fired from 
his oil services job the morning he 
killed seven people, calling 911 both be-
fore and after the shooting began, au-
thorities said Monday.

Officers killed 36-year-old Seth 
Aaron Ator on Saturday outside a busy 
Odessa movie theater after a spate of 
violence that spanned 10 miles, injur-
ing at least 25 people in addition to the 
dead, authorities said.

FBI special agent Christopher 
Combs said Ator called the agency’s tip 
line as well as local police dispatch on 
Saturday after being fired from Jour-
ney Oilfield Services, making “ram-
bling statements about some of the 
atrocities that he felt that he had gone 
through.”

“He was on a long spiral of going 
down,” Combs said. “He didn’t wake 
up Saturday morning and walk into 
his company and then it happened. He 
went to that company in trouble.”

Fifteen minutes later, Combs said, 
a Texas state trooper unaware of those 
calls tried pulling over Ator for failing 
to signal a lane change. That was when 
Ator pointed an AR-style rifle toward 
the rear window of his car and fired on 
the trooper, starting a terrifying police 
chase as Ator sprayed bullets into pass-
ing cars, shopping plazas and killed a 
U.S. Postal Service employee while hi-
jacking her mail truck.

Combs said Ator “showed up to 
work enraged” but did not point to any 
specific source of his anger. But Combs 
described the Ator’s home on the out-
skirts of Odessa as a “strange residence” 
that reflected “what his mental state 
was going into this.” Combs said he did 
not know whether Ator had been di-
agnosed with any prior mental health 
problems.

More than 20 people were injured 
in the daylight attack over the Labor 
Day holiday weekend, which came 
just weeks after another mass shooting 
killed 22 people in the Texas border city 
of El Paso. Authorities have not said 
how Ator obtained the gun used in the 
shooting, but Ator had previously failed 
a federal background check for a fire-
arm, said John Wester, an agent with 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms. Wester did not say when 
Ator failed the background check or 
why.

Online court records show Ator was 
arrested in 2001 for a misdemeanor 
offense that would not have prevented 
him from legally purchasing firearms 

By Michael Weissenstein  
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Associated Press

NASSAU, Bahamas — Hurricane 
Dorian unleashed massive flooding 
across the Bahamas on Monday, pum-
meling the islands with so much wind 
and water that authorities urged people 
to find flotation devices and grab ham-

mers to break out of their attics if nec-
essary. At least five deaths were blamed 
on the storm.

“We are in the midst of a historic 
tragedy,” Prime Minister Hubert Minn-
is said in announcing the fatalities. He 
called the devastation “unprecedented 
and extensive.”

The fearsome Category 4 storm 
slowed almost to a standstill as it shred-
ded roofs, hurled cars and forced even 
rescue crews to take shelter until the 
onslaught passed.

Officials said they received a “tremen-
dous” number of calls from people in 

flooded homes. A radio station received 
more than 2,000 distress messages, in-
cluding reports of a 5-month-old baby 
stranded on a roof and a grandmother 
with six grandchildren who cut a hole in 
a roof to escape rising floodwaters. Oth-
er reports involved a group of eight chil-
dren and five adults stranded on a high-
way and two storm shelters that flooded.

The deaths in the Bahamas came 
after a previous storm-related fatality 
in Puerto Rico. At least 21 people were 
hurt in the Bahamas and evacuated by 
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A road is flooded during the passing of Hurricane Dorian in Freeport, 

Grand Bahama, Bahamas, on Monday. Dorian hovered over the Bahamas 

on Monday, pummeling the islands with a fearsome Category 4 assault 

that forced even rescue crews to take shelter until the onslaught passes.

Dorian triggers massive 
flooding in Bahamas
At least 5 dead as  
hurricane slows near 
standstill over islands
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Whistling summer’s 
swan song

The season of swimming and sunburns is coming to a close
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A lifeguard watches over poolgoers Monday at Denton’s Civic Center Pool on the city pool’s last day of operation for the year.
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