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By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

PLANO — James Carville was an 

equal-opportunity barb-slinger at the 

2021 UNT Kuehne Speaker Series on 

Thursday afternoon. The series is one 

of the University of North Texas’ biggest 

donor-funded scholarship programs.

Several hundred guests and donors 

attended the event at the Renaissance 

Dallas at Plano Legacy West.

Carville called U.S. Rep. Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez “naive and idealistic” but 

said Texas Republican Louie Gohmert 

“is nuts.” For good measure, Carville 

took a lighthearted jab at the people 

who gathered Wednesday on Dealey 

Plaza in Dallas hoping that John F. 

Kennedy Jr. or his father would come 

back to life and restore the presidency 

to Donald Trump.

Mostly, though, Carville considered 

the deep costs of the country’s deep-

ening political and cultural divide and 

shared his thoughts on how Americans 

might find some common ground.

Carville, a Democratic political con-

sultant best known for his work on the 

winning campaigns for President Bill 

Clinton, joked and answered questions 

Carville brings barbs to 
right, left for UNT series
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James Carville, right, a Democratic political consultant and author, spoke 

with G. Brint Ryan as part of the UNT Kuehne Speaker Series on Thursday 

in Plano.

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Saddle up your Tauntaun. Denton is 
headed to Hoth.

Jonathan Baker calls Fort Worth 
home, but the Star Wars enthusiast is 
the guy behind No Hope for Alderaan, 
a production company that books mu-
sic shows all over the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area. On Dec. 3-4, Baker and his com-
pany will stage Hoth Fest at Killer’s Ta-
cos, 424 Bryan St.

For the uninitiated (or just the ca-
sual consumer of all things Star Wars): 
Hoth is the icy planet where the leaders 
of the Rebel Alliance would gather in 
The Empire Strikes Back. And Alder-
aan is the home of Princess Leia and a 

key player in the creation of the Rebel 
Alliance. 

“I was an ’80s baby,” Baker said. 
“My mom is the one who grew up with 
the movies, and she made sure I could 
watch them on VHS. Why do I love Star 
Wars? It’s just the story. When I was a 
kid, it was the light sabers and space — 
and a scary villain. But as you grow up 
some, and they introduce more stuff, it’s 
the story that makes you come back.”

Baker said he never gets tired of the 
franchise. He watched the more recent 
films as they’ve been released.

“If I’ve had a bad day at work, I’ll 
come home and watch Star Wars and 
eat some pizza. Even the new stuff. You 
don’t make a franchise without having 
something. It gets into you and becomes 

a part of your life. Sometimes I see 
something, and I’m like, ‘Do you hear 
yourself? You sound like the Empire.’”

But you don’t have to have an en-
cyclopedic knowledge of the force to 
enjoy Baker’s galactic party. Just come 
(and wear a costume, if you want to, but 
be careful with that light saber).

Hoth Fest will have two perfor-
mance spots, the Empire Stage and the 
Rebel Stage. The bands don’t have to 
cover any of the songs or motifs from 
the sprawling franchise soundtrack, but 
Baker said the musicians are welcome 
to riff on ”The Imperial March (Darth 
Vader’s Theme),” ”The Force Suite” or 
“Cantina Band,” the famous jazz track 

Party like it’s Star Wars: Denton wraps 
2021 with Hoth Fest (costumes welcome)
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Jonathan Baker, the founder of No Hope for Alderaan, shown here with 

his personal 400-plus-piece Lego Millennium Falcon, will throw a Star 

Wars-themed party — complete with a live music lineup  — on Dec. 3-4 

at Killer’s Tacos in Denton.
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State Sen. Jane Nelson, left, and Texas first lady Cecilia Abbott attend the official opening of the Jane Nelson Institute for Women’s Leadership 

on Thursday at Texas Woman’s University. The institute is dedicated to preparing women to take on successful roles in business and public 

service. TWU also inducted new honorees into the Texas Women’s Hall of Fame. See more photos on Page 3A and DentonRC.com.

Double the celebration

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A U.S. district court judge Thurs-
day morning sentenced Jenna Ryan, a 
Frisco real estate broker who flew from 
Denton to Washington, D.C., and en-
tered the U.S. Capitol building during 
the Jan. 6 riot, to 60 days in prison.

The sentencing is 
what U.S. prosecutors 
recommended in Ry-
an’s case, while Ryan’s 
attorney argued for 
probation. Along with 
incarceration, Ryan 
was ordered to pay a 
$1,000 fine and $500 
in restitution for pa-
rading, demonstrating 
or picketing in a Capitol building.

Ryan’s statements in television in-
terviews and on social media were 
some of the factors U.S. District Judge 
Christopher Cooper took into account 
for his decision in Washington, D.C.

“Your statements and media appear-
ances in the aftermath of Jan. 6 I think 
demonstrate a lack of accountability for 
your actions,” Cooper said. “You played 
down your role, you’ve been upfront 
you feel no sense of shame or guilt … 
And perhaps most famously, in words 
you may regret, you said that because 
you had blond hair and white skin, you 
wouldn’t be going to jail.”

Cooper acknowledged Ryan’s case is 
one of a few that people are interested 
in and that his decision would be im-
portant.

“People will be interested in know-
ing what sentence you get,” Cooper said. 

Jenna Ryan 
sentenced 
for entering 
US Capitol

Jenna Ryan
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By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Robert Donnelly, a man with prop-
erties in Denton and Krum, will receive 
more than $4.1 million in a land settle-
ment with the city of Denton.

The land is set to be used for Den-
ton’s Mayhill Road construction project 

that would expand the road and in-
clude a stormwater detention pond for 
flood control.

Barring further inquiries from the 
judge, a lawsuit filed nearly three years 
ago should come to a close in the near 
future.

Denton City Council members 
unanimously approved the settlement 

agreement without discussion during 
their Tuesday meeting.

It’s common for items listed in the 
council’s consent agenda, as was the 
case for the agreement, to not garner 
specific comments from council mem-
bers and staffers.

Neither Donnelly nor his attorney re-
sponded to several requests for comment.

The land was bought using the city’s 
power of eminent domain, which al-
lows it to force purchases of private 
land if the sale would be sufficiently 
within the public interest.

Denton residents, being no strang-
ers to the practice, might remember 

City to pay $4.1M in eminent domain case
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