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The University of North Texas has 
officially started the eminent domain 
process to acquire four properties near 
campus.

The move comes four months after 
university officials sent offer letters to 
buy the following: 903 Kendolph St., 
site of Eagle Car Wash; 902 Ave. C, 
home to Campus Bookstore; 906 Ave. 
C, home to New York Sub Hub and 
Naranja Cafe; and 1000 Ave. C, the site 
of Oriental Express.

Officials notified property owners 
by letter Oct. 14 that since no property 
owners accepted UNT’s initial offers, 
eminent domain is starting. UNT will 

be represented by Clint Harbour, an as-
sistant attorney general who specializes 
in condemnation hearings when public 
entities take private land.

“As the university and property own-
ers have been unable to reach agreement 
after four months, the court will appoint 
neutral parties to hold a hearing and de-
termine fair pricing for the properties,” 
said Leigh Anne Gullett, a spokesperson 
for UNT, in an emailed statement. “As 
the university continues to grow and 
thrive in Denton, our students need 
more housing, classrooms and labs. Our 
campus borders severely restrict where 
we can seek additional land to build in-
frastructure necessary to continue deliv-
ering the quality educational experience 
our community deserves.”

Hunter Christiansen, the sec-
ond-generation owner of New York 
Sub Hub, has become an informal 
spokesperson for the impacted busi-
nesses. He’s gained attention through 
social media posts, an online petition 
and building awareness through post-
ers at university events.

Regents authorized the use of 
eminent domain in February, which 
kicked off the acquisition process. In 
June, Christiansen’s family was offered 
$700,000, while the owners of Ori-
ental Express were offered $500,000. 
The car wash was offered $500,000 
as well, and Campus Bookstore was of-
fered $800,000. None of the property 

Vehicles drive by construction 
work near Loop 288 and Inter-
state 35E Tuesday in Denton. 
The $33.3 million project for the 
widening of I-35E from Dallas 
Drive to Mayhill Road is expected 
to be completed by the end of 
December.
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Two council members were absent 
Tuesday, delaying two 
executive employee 
reviews and the con-
tract approvals for two 
others, while threaten-
ing the approval of an-
other outside service 
contract altogether.

Both council mem-
bers John Ryan and 
Jesse Davis were ab-
sent during Tuesday 
afternoon’s work ses-
sion and special call 
meeting. Mayor Chris 
Watts noted that Da-
vis, a prosecutor with 
the Denton County 
District Attorney’s Of-
fice, was in court. He 
made no public an-
nouncement about Ryan’s absence.

At one point, Watts took the unusu-
al step of making his own motion — an 

By Clarice Silber
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas’ embattled GOP 
House speaker an-
nounced Tuesday that 
he won’t seek reelec-
tion after a growing 
number of Republi-
cans called for his res-
ignation following the 
release of a secretly 
recorded conversation 
in which he sought 
help to oust members 
of his own caucus in 2020 and used 
foul language to disparage Democrats.

The decision by Texas House Speak-
er Dennis Bonnen comes less than a 
week after the release of the hourlong 
tape that sparked among the biggest 

By Dalton LaFerney
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Three people in Denton County 
were deemed to have a vaping-related 
illness since the end of July, a county 
public health official said on Tuesday.

Authorities still don’t know what 
causes vaping illnesses, but health of-

ficials across the nation are investigat-
ing and paying closer attention to the 
health risks of vaping, or smoking from 
an electronic cigarette, which has come 
to be viewed in recent years as an alter-
native to smoking traditional cigarettes.

There were almost 1,300 vape-relat-
ed illness cases nationwide as of early 
October, according to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. More 
than 30 people’s deaths have been 
linked to e-cigarette use, according to 
the CDC.

No deaths from vaping in Denton 
County have been reported, but there 
are three confirmed cases of vaping-re-
lated lung injury and five other cases 
could turn out to be confirmed cases, 

according to a Tuesday morning com-
missioners court presentation by Den-
ton County Public Health Chief Epide-
miologist Juan Rodriguez.

The county health department de-
clined to say whether any of the pa-
tients from Denton County had to be 

On the road again

UNT takes next steps in eminent domain cases
New York Sub 
Hub owner 
Hunter Chris-
tiansen holds 
a sign outside 
the Murchison 
Performing 
Arts Center 
prior to the 
University of 
North Texas 
State of the 
University 
address on 
Sept. 12.
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