
CLASSIFIED 6B

COMICS & PUZZLES 8B

DEAR ABBY 8B

MONEY &  MARKETS 4A

OBITUARIES 7A

OPINION 6A

SPORTS 1B

WEATHER 2A7   8 3 1 9 7  0 0 0 2 0   5

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6836 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Customer steals pair of 
shoes; store lets it go
Blotter, 2A

ALSO 
INSIDE

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Saturday, September 7, 2019  ||  Denton, Texas  ||  Vol. 116, No. 36  ||  DentonRC.com

SATURDAY  
IN DENTON

 LOW  HIGH

 72 100

Mostly sunny and hot 
Weather, 2A

16 pages, 2 sections  ||  $1.00

UNT has chance 
to win rivalry 
game at SMU
Sports, 1B

Ryan, Denton  
on opposite ends 
of two shutouts
Sports, 1B

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer
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Denton police announced this week 
that its uniformed officers now carry nal-
oxone, the drug that momentarily snaps 
people out of opioid overdose nearly as 
soon as it enters a patient’s body.

The drug, which Denton police can 
administer nasally through the name-
brand version Narcan, is seen as some-
thing of a breakthrough in the fight 
against opioid overdoses.

But won’t it help the Denton police 
steer people toward the jail rather than 
toward recovery?

Patrol Sgt. Trent Jones, who has 
worked half of his 24 years with the 

Denton Police Department in narcot-
ics, says that’s not at all what police here 
are trying to accom-
plish.

“We’re not looking 
to put cases on peo-
ple,” he said.

Jones said Denton 
police have not seen a 
crisis level of overdos-
es from opioids such 
as fentanyl or heroin. 
But according to police reports, it is not 
uncommon for officers to find opioids, 
particularly pain pills, on people during 
traffic stops or arrests.

Opioid arrests and charges will still 
happen in general, across many situa-

tions. But the purpose of Denton police 
having Narcan is to potentially save 
people and get them help rather than 
bring them back to life to charge them 
with a crime, Jones said.

“You gotta help people,” he said.
Jones said it’s all too common for 

people to see a friend or family mem-
ber experiencing an overdose and first 
try to hide their drugs or paraphernalia 
before calling the police.

He said if officers must use Narcan 
on an overdose victim, their priority 
will be saving the person’s life rather 
than arresting them or their friends. So 
people should not hesitate to pick up 
the phone and call 911 as soon as they 
think somebody is dying of an over-

dose, Jones said.
Besides, if you call 911 to report an 

overdose, paramedics are most likely to 
arrive first, because dispatchers route the 
fire department first on such calls.

The police are carrying Narcan now 
in the off chance they are the first to 
find a person suffering from an over-
dose, Jones said.

“I would feel helpless if I showed up 
and couldn’t help someone,” Jones said.

That’s part of the reason Jones says 
Denton officers have taken on the new 
task with a good attitude.

With help from Denton firefight-
ers and the Flower Mound Police 

Narcan on hand

Will carrying naloxone help officers make more opioid arrests? Denton PD says no
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Narcan nasal spray is a medication that rapidly reverses the effects of an opioid overdose. Denton police officers now carry the same boxes of the 

drug.
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By Juan A. Lozano
Associated Press

HOUSTON — A federal judge 
threatened Friday to subject some Tex-
as officials to the same hot tempera-
tures prisoners have experienced after 
a group of inmates accused the state of 
failing to honor an agreement to cool a 
prison that inmates said was oppres-
sively hot.

Attorneys for a group of inmates 
who had sued the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice allege state officials 

have continued to place “hundreds of 
men at substantial risk of serious harm” 
by failing to abide by the settlement. 
The lawyers say state prison officials 
have provided false information about 
broken air conditioners and tempera-
tures inside prison facilities.

U.S. District Judge Keith Ellison 
said during a hearing that the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice had 
“behaved dishonorably” by appearing 
not to abide by the settlement and won-
dered what he could do to ensure pris-

on officials provide safe conditions.
Ellison debated whether to impose 

financial sanctions as well as sanctions 
of a different sort.

“Shouldn’t we have as a sanction, 
prison officials in the cells dealing with 
the same temperatures as the prison-
ers?” Ellison asked Leah O’Leary, a law-
yer with the Texas Attorney General’s 
Office, which represented the state’s 
prison system.

O’Leary disagreed with Ellison’s 
idea and said the state was working to 

fix the problems.
“You have our attention,” said O’Leary, 

who spoke at the hearing by phone.
“I’m afraid I don’t,” Ellison replied.
Ellison delayed making a ruling on 

possible sanctions until he heard from 
officials, including prison wardens, at a 
hearing on Tuesday.

In 2018, Ellison approved a settle-
ment over a lawsuit filed by a group of 
inmates who contended the oppressive 
heat at the Wallace Pack Unit, about 95 
miles northwest of Houston, was un-

constitutionally cruel punishment.
Ellison had previously said the na-

tion’s largest prison system was “delib-
erately indifferent” to the heat risks and 
subjected inmates at the Pack Unit to “a 
substantial risk of serious injury or death.” 
He ordered the agency to come up with 
a plan to keep the heat index, the combi-
nation of temperature and humidity, no 
higher than 88 degrees at the Pack Unit.

The settlement impacted about 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

United Way of Denton County of-
ficials were as clear as the sky Friday 
morning: If the nonprofit is ever going 
to truly serve all of Denton County, it 
needs more money and participation 
from businesses and other donors in the 

southern cities of the county.
And for those in the northern part of 

the county, such as Denton, the nonprofit 
said it needs more out of them, too.

“We’ve got a long way to go,” United 
Way board chairman Brandon McCles-
key said. “There’s still a gap in funding.”

Business and government leaders 
huddled Friday morning inside the Em-

bassy Suites by Hilton Denton Conven-
tion Center for a fundraising campaign 
kickoff breakfast, signaling what the pub-
lic should expect from the United Way of 
Denton County in the months ahead.

“You guys are going to hear more and 
more about what United Way is doing in 

By Jeffrey Collins and Ben Finley
Associated Press

ATLANTIC BEACH, N.C. — A 
weakened Hurricane Dorian flood-
ed homes on North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks on Friday with a fury that took 
even storm-hardened residents by sur-
prise, forcing people to climb into their 
attics. Hundreds were feared trapped 
by high water, and neighbors used 
boats to rescue one another.

Medics and other rescuers rushed to 
Ocracoke Island — accessible only by 
boat or air — to reach those who made 
the mistake of defying mandatory evac-
uation orders along the 200-mile rib-
bon of low-lying islands.

“We are flooding like crazy,” Oc-
racoke Island bookshop owner Leslie 
Lanier texted. “I have been here 32 
years and not seen this.”

Its winds down to 90 mph, Dorian 
howled over the Outer Banks as a 
far weaker storm than the brute that 
wreaked havoc on the Bahamas at the 
start of the week. Just when it looked as if 
its run up the Southeast coast was com-
ing to a relatively quiet end, the Category 
1 hurricane sent seawater surging over 
neighborhoods, flooding the first floors 
of many homes, even ones on stilts.

“There is significant concern about 
hundreds of people trapped on Oc-
racoke Island,” Gov. Roy Cooper said.

Over and over, longtime residents said 
that they had never seen flooding so bad, 
and that places in their homes that had 
never flooded before were inundated.

“We were all on social media laugh-
ing about how we’d done well and 
there was really no flooding at all, just 
rain, typical rain,” Steve Harris, who 
has lived on Ocracoke Island for most 
of the last 19 years. And then, “the wall 
of water just came rushing through the 
island.”

“It just started looking like a bath-
tub, very quickly,” said Harris, who was 
safe in his third-floor condo. “We went 
from almost no water to 4 to 6 feet in a 
matter of minutes.”

The Coast Guard began landing local 
law enforcement officers on the island 
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