
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SATURDAY: Nice with 

plenty of sun. Low 47, 

high 73. 

SUNDAY: Mostly sunny 

and pleasant. Low 54, 

high 74. 

MONDAY: Partly cloudy 

and mild. Low 58, high 

75.
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Southern Miss
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both missing
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Books to give for the holidays / Book Talk, 4A

FINAL SUNDAY

H
erschel Evans was born in Den-
ton on March 9, 1909. His par-
ents, Lee L. and Laura Evans, 

were in their 40s when he was born. 
He had one older sister, Edna, and 
four older brothers, Lee Jr., Freeman, 
Albert and Frank.

Evans began his musical career at 
age 4; he became an accomplished pi-
anist. He spent time in Kansas City, Kansas, 
with his cousin Eddie Durham, a trom-
bonist and guitarist. Durham persuaded 
Evans to switch to tenor saxophone, instead 
of trombone and alto saxophone. Evans 
perfected his technique in the famous 12th 
to 18th Street Kansas City jazz quartet.

After returning to Texas in the 1920s. 
Evans performed at age 18 with Trent’s 
Number Two Orchestra. At age 19, he 

played with the St. Louis Merrymakers. He 
joined a San Antonio territory band called 
the Troy Floyd Orchestra in 1929. Census 
records show Evans living on Wyoming 
Street in San Antonio with his aunt Bertha 
Boster and cousin LZ in 1930. The band 
broke up in 1932.

From 1933 to 1935, Evans played with 
Benny Moten’s Kansas City Band. The band 
included Count Basie and Oran “Hot Lips” 

Page. They recorded prolifically with 
Victor Records.

After performing with Jones’ Chi-
cago Cosmopolitans, Evans joined the 
Charlie Echols Band in Los Angeles. 
He also played stints with Lionel 
Hampton and Buck Clayton.

In September 1936, Evans joined 
Count Basie’s big band, where he rose 

to prominence playing tenor saxophone. 
Band members nicknamed him “Tex.” 
Evans’ duets with fellow saxophonist Lester 
Young are jazz standards. Their rendition 
of Basie’s “One O’Clock Jump” demon-
strated a split tone style contrasting Evans’ 
full-bodied emotional timbre with Young’s 
high-pitched light tone. The piece received 

Local jazz phenom burned bright before death

See JAZZ on 11A
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Denton’s easy access to the Green-
belt off U.S. Highway 380 is back after 

years of closure, and a local partnership 
is working on a long-term solution to 
keep it that way more often.

Extended floods have killed trees 
and kept locals out of what is meant to 
be a natural treasure for Denton Coun-
ty. Despite the partnership, there was 
no solution in sight Friday.

The Greenbelt took decades to plan 
and build, but its most convenient Den-
ton access point spent most of the past 
decade closed to the public.

Its roughly 11 miles of trails for hik-
ing, biking and horseback riding, along 
with kayaking access, are part of Ray 
Roberts Lake State Park.

How did we get here?
The Greenbelt was originally built 

with an understanding that paths 
would occasionally be underwater, ac-
cording to Denton Record-Chronicle 

Answers to Greenbelt 
access lie in past, future
Will Denton’s closest 
trailhead stay open? 
Partnership is working 
for long-term solution

See GREENBELT on 11A
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A flooded section of the Greenbelt north of U.S. Highway 380 is seen in 

September 2020, in an aerial photo taken by Greenbelt Alliance board 

chairman Richard Rogers.

By Matt Keyser, Adela Suliman, Marisa 
Iati, Mariana Alfaro, Kim Bellware and 
Arelis R. Hernández
The Washington Post

HOUSTON — Officials here vowed 
Saturday to get to the bottom of how a 
music festival turned fatal Friday night 
when a crush of concertgoers surged to-
ward a stage where rapper Travis Scott 
was performing, leading to at least eight 
deaths and scores of people injured.

An estimated 50,000 people gath-
ered at the sold-out Astroworld Festival 
for what was supposed to be a night of 
fun. As the headliner took the stage, 
fans began moving in so tightly that 
some struggled to breathe, sparking 
chaos and what Houston Fire Chief 
Samuel Peña called a “tragic night.”

“That caused some panic, and it 
started causing some injuries,” he said. 
“People began to fall out, become un-
conscious, and it created additional 
panic.”

The dead ranged in age from 14 to 
27, Mayor Sylvester Turner told report-
ers Saturday. A 14-year-old, a 16-year-
old, two 21-year-olds, two 23-year-olds, 
a 27-year-old and a male whose age was 
unknown had died. Twenty-five people 
were hospitalized, including five juve-
niles. A 10-year-old child was in critical 
condition, officials said.

Turner said officials were investigat-
ing “how missteps may have occurred” 
at the concert.

“I’m absolutely devastated by what 

8 killed 
in crowd 
at fest in 
Houston
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The Alternative Gifts Fair at First 
United Methodist Church of Den-
ton is making its in-person return 
this weekend, giving a holiday boost 
to nonprofits and offering commu-

nity members a unique shopping 
opportunity.

The fair is a way for nonprofits of 
all kinds to increase their visibility 
ahead of the holiday season. It start-
ed out small over 30 years ago, but 
has ballooned to the three-day event 
it is now, this year with nearly 30 

vendors set up at the church.
Karen Anderson-Lain, chair 

of the fair committee, said the fair 
was no exception to the pandem-
ic’s impact on local events. While 
it typically raises in the ballpark of 
$80,000, last year’s fair was forced 
online, with the virtual version rais-

ing about a third of that total. She 
said she’s hoping this year’s, which 
kicked off Friday and runs through 
Sunday, can attract hundreds of 
shoppers and reach over $60,000.

“We know it’s going to be a restart 

Season of sharing

Weekend event offers nonprofits holiday boost, shoppers unique goods

Jeff Woo/DRC

Shoppers visit with vendors and look for items during the Alternative Gifts Fair at First United Methodist Church of Denton on Saturday. 

The fair continues through Sunday. 

See GIFTS on 11A See HOUSTON on 10A


