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Some see pandemic starting to wind down
By Joel Achenbach
and Yasmeen Abutaleb
The Washington Post

The pandemic isn’t over. But new
cases nationally have dropped below
75,000 a day, less than half the number
in August. The United States will soon
reopen land borders to vaccinated visitors and lift several international travel
restrictions. More than 2 million people
boarded flights last Sunday, not too far
from pre-pandemic travel levels.
Kids, many of them newly vaccine-eligible, are back in school, with
no massive surge of new coronavirus
infections. Some older students, forced
to mask, wear their face coverings as if
they were chin guards.
The holidays are coming, and it
won’t be like 2020 this time. It’s already
obvious in the Halloween decorations,

so over-the-top it looks like people are
overcompensating for last year’s depressed trick-or-treating.
The pandemic appears to be winding down in the United States in a
thousand subtle ways, but without any
singular milestone, or a cymbal-crashing announcement of freedom from the
virus.
“It doesn’t end. We just stop caring.
Or we care a lot less,” Jennifer Nuzzo,
an epidemiologist at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health,
said when asked when the pandemic
would be over. “I think for most people, it just fades into the background of
their lives.”
There could still be a winter surge
— respiratory viruses thrive when people huddle in heated rooms. Some experts said they expect at least a modest

uptick in infections over the next few
weeks. Last year’s brutal winter wave
of infections, which peaked in January,
was just getting rolling at this point on
the calendar. And although aggregate
national numbers are lower, many
cold-weather states, particularly in the
Mountain West, have recently seen a
rise in cases and hospitalizations. Alaska, slipping into its dark winter, has the
highest infection rate in the nation.
Infectious-disease experts and
Biden administration officials are not
about to make any definitive predictions about when the pandemic might
end. The virus, SARS-CoV-2, is slippery
and opportunistic. It is still mutating. It
has appeared to lose traction several
times over the past year and a half, only
See PANDEMIC on 5A
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As supply chain issues bedevil the U.S. economy, TRAC Intermodal at the
Port of Los Angeles provides extra space for containers to be picked up
or dropped off, empty or full.

First major cold front of the season rolling through this week

American
cancels
hundreds
of flights
Windy weather, staffing
issues snarl travel over
Halloween weekend
By Paulina Firozi
The Washington Post

the fall and winter feel.”
That cold front is likely to bring
some rain as well, including a 20%
chance Monday, 40% on Tuesday and rising to an 80% chance
Wednesday. Stalley said the storms
aren’t shaping up to be severe.
“We’ll see chances for mostly just

American Airlines canceled more
than 1,300 flights this weekend, citing
bad weather and staffing issues, the latest service disruption to hit the skies as
travel ramps back up.
More than 800 flights were canceled Sunday, according to flight tracking website FlightAware, nearly 30% of
the airline’s total scheduled departures.
A day earlier, more than 540 flights
were canceled.
In a Saturday letter to employees,
American Airlines Chief Operating
Officer David Seymour said that “these
few days to close out October will be
challenging.”
Two days of severe winds in Dallas-Fort Worth last week reduced arrival capacity by more than half, driving a
large number of cancellations at DFW
International Airport, Seymour wrote.
“With additional weather throughout the system, our staffing begins to
run tight as crew members end up out
of their regular flight sequences,” he
wrote in the letter. “To make sure we
are taking care of our customers and
providing scheduling certainty for our
crews, we have adjusted our operation
for the last few days this month by proactively canceling some flights.”
Earlier this month, Southwest Airlines faced multiple days of service

See WEATHER on 5A

See AMERICAN on 5A
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Folks enjoy Sunday’s beautiful weather around the walking trails that surround the lakes at Denton’s North Lakes Park. Temperatures will
be cooling down this week.

Winter temps en route
By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Trick-or-treaters got some pleasant weather over the weekend, but
the National Weather Service in
Fort Worth forecasts the upcoming
week will bring the first true winter
cold front of the season, dropping
temperatures down into the 40s

and 50s locally.
NWS forecasts as of Sunday
evening have the week starting off
with a high of 72 degrees Monday,
although temperatures are set to
plummet in the days following.
Tuesday has a projected high of
63, with Wednesday and Thursday
coming in at 54. Weather service
meteorologist Matt Stalley said the

drops will result from the first major
cold front of the season.
“This is the first time we’ve had
a really good cold front like this
with some temperatures in the 40s
and 50s, which will stick around
through the middle of the week,”
Stalley said. “October was kind of
abnormally warm for us for the
most part. We’re headed more into

Refreshed redesign of DentonRC.com debuts Monday
Staff report

The Denton Record-Chronicle is excited to unveil its new,
more streamlined website, DentonRC.com — debuting this
morning.
Starting today, DentonRC.
com will transition to become
more user-friendly and intuitive, making navigation much
easier, whether you’re viewing
the site on your cellphone, tablet, laptop or desktop computer.
Among the new features:
■ A cleaner homepage that
gets to the news of the day more
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quickly while providing a tidier navigation bar and a quick
snapshot of the current e-Edition at the top.
■ A more-discernible hierarchy of story selections, with
breaking news and the key developments of the day at the
top of the page, followed by the
latest reports and our most popular sections, such as sports and
education.
■ A quick lineup of our
most popular stories of the day
— the ones generating the most
clicks and receiving the most

comments — right at the top of
the page.
■ Bigger photos throughout — and more of them, with
almost all stories posted with an
image and quick summation.
In addition to the easier navigation, visitors to DentonRC.
com now will be able to seamlessly access the site’s most
popular functions, including
one-click subscriptions, quicker
calendar entries and newsletter
sign-ups — even quicker access
to podcasts and Denton County
magazine.

Support local journalism.
Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.
Got a news tip or breaking news to report?
Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,
or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

This new website redesign
has been months in the making,
taking into account the feedback offered by you, our readers.
We trust you will like the results
and invite you to give the new
website a spin.
Afterwards, share your impressions with us by dropping
us a line at drc@dentonrc.com.
We value your input and will
continue to add new features
and make adjustments to best
provide the coverage of Denton
and Denton County you expect
and demand.

The Denton Record-Chronicle’s newly redesigned website,
www.dentonrc.com, will be unveiled Monday morning.

Additional content, including
interactive puzzles and games
and a weekly news recap, can
be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and
digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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