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By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer
agaudet@dentonrc.com

What’s got breakfast until 3 a.m., 
$1 weekend mimosas and an albino 
squirrel mascot? Fry Street’s newest 
addition.

Located at 1216 W. Hickory St., the 
Flying Squirrel is serving up breakfast 
and lunch favorites beginning Tuesday, 
when it hosts its soft opening in the for-
mer Potbelly Sandwich Shop location. 
Open until 10 p.m. Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Sunday, the restaurant will be 
open until 3 a.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, offering cocktails alongside 
late-night staples like chicken and waf-
fles, grilled cheese and vegan pizza. But 
that’s not all that’s unique about the 
new dining spot.

“Our business model is based on 
two main facets: Get a good location 
and prioritize the mental, physical and 
emotional well-being of the team,” own-
er Adam Hasley said. “Everyone hears 
whenever they go into a restaurant that 
the customer is always right, and that’s 
just such a toxic mentality. The first 
thing we teach staff is the customer is 

rarely right and they know they’re en-
couraged to be their full selves.”

Apart from an apron and nonslip 
shoes, staff can wear whatever they 
choose to work. Customer complaints 
are taken by Lucky, the restaurant’s al-
bino squirrel mascot.

“Unfortunately, squirrels don’t talk, 
so the only response they’ll get is a 
squeak,” Hasley said.

The model is an attempt to change 
the way restaurants are run. A former 
server himself, Hasley is no stranger to 
the stories that often circulate among 
service workers about dealing with im-
possible customers and unsupportive 
work environments. It’s what has kept 
some from returning to service jobs 
over the past year.

Hasley also spent time at the Na-
tional Restaurant Association, inter-
viewing restaurant operators across the 
U.S.

“Diving into emerging trends and 
really looking at where the industry’s 
going, it seemed inevitable that you 
have to at some point change your 
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By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

A proposal before the Denton City 
Council regarding expanded protec-
tions for locals in possession of mari-
juana is dead after failing to reach con-
sensus Tuesday evening.

The issue can come back to the 
council in a subsequent work session, 
but it must first pass through the same 

process from square one.
That means a council member must 

pitch the proposed work session and gain 
support from a majority of their fellow 
members. That process took more than 
two months this time around.

Deb Armintor, who brought this 
issue before the council in November, 
said she was stunned after progress 
died for want of direction from her col-
leagues.

“After all the good questions and 
points that my colleagues made in to-
day’s discussion, I’m stunned and dev-
astated that I was the only one to give 
direction for a vote on the actual prog-
ress that the people want and need,” she 
said Tuesday evening.

Only Armintor and council member 
Alison Maguire gave direction Tuesday.

Armintor wanted the council to 
support an ordinance or resolution as 

drafted by Decriminalize Denton, a lo-
cal advocacy group.

That ordinance called for the City 
Council to ban all arrests and citations 
for possession of up to 2 ounces of mar-
ijuana; ban the use of drug parapher-
nalia tickets in lieu of cannabis arrests; 
and commit to not sending any suspect-
ed marijuana products to lab testing to 
determine potency of the substance in 
cases not involving high-profile traf-

ficking and/or violent offenses.
Maguire supported passing a reso-

lution codifying the city’s current poli-
cies so they don’t rest upon the whims 
of whomever happens to be the current 
police chief and municipal court judge.

That sentiment was voiced by oth-
er council members who were worried 
the current favorable system might 

By Justin Grass
jgrass@dentonrc.com
Staff Writer

Denton County health officials say 
that while the omicron COVID-19 vari-
ant generally causes less severe illness, 
the skyrocketing case volume nonethe-
less is bringing back hospital capacity 
concerns.

The hospital system was the focus of 
Denton County Public Health Director 
Matt Richardson’s COVID-19 update 
on Tuesday, based on what he called an 
“enormous” spike in cases over the past 
few weeks. Monday, the county blew its 
previous daily record out of the water 
with 2,070 additional cases reported 
— although that total does reflect three 
days’ worth of reporting.

Richardson said the surge is starting 
to impact county hospital capacity, a 
topic that was brought to the forefront 
during previous spikes. In speaking 
with hospital CEOs, he said, a number 
of concerns have been raised.

“There’s quite a bit of momentum 
with omicron in hospitals,” Richardson 

County confirms 1,154 new virus cases / 3A
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By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

While the 2021 point-in-time 
report isn’t available yet, the Denton 
County Homelessness Coalition is 
gearing up to once again have vol-
unteers count the local unsheltered 

population in person — something 
they mostly avoided last year due to 
the pandemic.

The annual point-in-time count 
serves to give local organizations a 
tally of how many people are expe-
riencing homelessness on one day in 
January. This year, nonprofits and 

volunteers will survey people experi-
encing homelessness on Jan. 27.

“It’s far more than just a require-
ment from the federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment,” said Gary Henderson, the 
president and CEO of United Way of 
Denton County. “The point-in-time 

[count’s] core purpose for us is 
making sure the federal government 
understands what our population of 
need is so it drives the proper level of 
federal funding. In my eyes, any op-
portunity we have to send someone 

Building a better picture

Denton nonprofits preparing to survey county’s unsheltered population
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From left, United Way of Denton County staff members Elena Lusk, director of housing initiatives; Madeline Fink, homelessness data 

management specialist, and Leia Atkinson, rapid rehousing case manager, hold supplies for the upcoming point-in-time count Tuesday. 

The Denton County Homelessness Coalition will have volunteers count and survey the local unsheltered population on Jan. 27.
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