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Denton students 
take on title roles in 
classic tragedy
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By Jesse Brackeen
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Enjoy the pleasant weather this 
weekend while you can because freez-
ing temperatures are on their way once 
again.

A cold front is expected to hit the 
Dallas Fort-Worth area Monday morn-
ing, with temperatures forecast to fall 
throughout the day before dropping be-
low freezing in the early evening hours.

David Bonnette, a meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service 
in Fort Worth, said the cold front will 
bring rain Monday morning but not to 

expect any snow.
“There will be some rain in the 

morning and afternoon hours,” Bon-
nette said. “But by the time we get be-
low freezing, the precipitation should 
have stopped.”

Temperatures will fall into the mid 
20s through Monday night into Tues-
day morning before warming into the 
upper 30s Tuesday afternoon. Wednes-
day’s low should fall into the mid 20s as 
well.

During extended periods of freezing 

Ryan Higgs
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

Military members and their 
families filed into a Denton hotel 
ballroom, where the first-ever in-
duction ceremony of the Texas Vet-
erans Hall of Fame was held Satur-
day evening.

A total of 20 Medal of Honor re-

cipients from Texas were inducted 
during the ceremony at SpringHill 
Suites by Marriott Denton. Retired 
Master Sgt. Gary Steele, president 
of the Texas Veterans Hall of Fame, 
said the event was designed to rec-
ognize and honor the service and 
accomplishments of Texans who 
served in the military and to in-

clude their living relatives.
Steele, a 21-year veteran of the 

Air Force, said that a component 
of Saturday’s ceremony and a focus 
of their organization includes pre-
serving the stories of Texas veterans 
to educate future generations.

“We wanted to create a hall of 
fame that would provide a venue 
to educate the public,” Steele said 
during the event. “We also want-
ed to honor and recognize Texas 

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

Within an hour after Denton police 
Officer Urban Rodri-
guez Jr. was shot just 
after midnight Oct. 
29, every cop on the 
night shift, whether 
they were working 
that night or not, was 
on duty.

“Some of the offi-
cers who showed up 
had tears in their eyes,” 
night shift supervisor Sgt. Michael 
Christian said, “but they were ready to 
do what needed to be done.”

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Residents of the Green Tree Es-
tates neighborhood left a meeting 
Oct. 29 discussing the future of 
their water supply with more ques-
tions than answers since there was 
no translator. Now, with LULAC, 
they’re walking into Monday’s meet-
ing more prepared.

For several decades, Green Tree 

Estates has been among at least 50 
small public water suppliers operat-
ed by private businesses in Denton 
County. State records showed Green 
Tree and its former owner, W.J. 
Roddy, faced enforcement actions 
in the past.

The current owner and operator 
of the water well, Don Roddy, told 
the city of Denton and the Green 
Tree residents he would stop operat-
ing the water well on Friday, Nov. 15.

Residents are preparing for 
the worst but are hoping to leave a 
meeting with the city Monday dis-
cussing the area’s future with more 
answers and a viable solution.

An agreed order in 2002 detailed 
the steps Roddy agreed to take to 
bring his system into compliance. 
In 2014, another agreed order fined 
Roddy $2,042 for many of the same 
problems: failing to test the water 
for contaminants or disinfectant 

and failing to have a licensed oper-
ator running the system.

This year, state records listed the 
system as “inactive” and city officials 
filed a complaint stating that the 
system continues to meet the defini-
tion of a public water supply, partic-
ularly since more than 25 people are 
served by it.

While many of them use the 

Water solutions unclear

Neighbors seek viable options as they prepare to lose well service

Jeff Woo/DRC

Ednna Guajardo shows a cup of water that came out of a tap in her family’s home in the 4000 block of Hilltop Lane. Residents of this 

small mobile home community expect to lose access to running water soon, as the owner of the Green Tree Estates water well said he is 

disconnecting service beginning Friday.

Freezing temps 
on their way Trees 

in the 

median of 

University 

Drive are 

showing 

beautiful 

fall colors 

Thursday.
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Police 
look out 
for each 
other
Unbroken: How Denton 
officers are finding 
support after shooting

Urban 

Rodriguez Jr.
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Denton Police Chief Frank Dixon 

speaks at a press conference re-

garding a shooting that took place 

just after midnight Oct. 29 involv-

ing Officer Urbano Rodriguez Jr.

See WATER on 11A See SHOOTING on 9A

See WEATHER on 9A

Honoring those who served
Texas Medal of Honor recipients 
recognized at induction ceremony

Nadene 

Murphy, Au-

die Murphy’s 

sister, center, 

receives a 

medal from 

Texas Veterans 

Hall of Fame 

President Gary 

Steele, right, 

during the 

Texas Veterans 

Hall of Fame 

induction cere-

mony Saturday 

in Denton.
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