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Guyer, Braswell 
kick off football 
practice for fall
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Police: Man dies 
after injuries  
at warehouse
Local, 2A

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

During its work session Tuesday, the 
Denton City Council is scheduled to re-

visit a matter it had set aside in April: 
which public meetings should be vid-
eotaped.

Currently, the city livestreams and 
archives video of council meetings as 
well as meetings of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, Public Utilities 
Board, Economic Development Part-
nership Board, Mobility Committee 
and the Traffic Safety Commission.

In April, council members agreed 

to expand the city’s recording capabili-
ties and approved the purchase of new 
equipment and support contract that 
can auto-record meetings.

The equipment frees up the city’s 
video staff for other projects. But the 
added capacity isn’t unlimited. Billy 
Matthews, DTV manager, told council 
members in April that he thought the 
equipment would allow about 50 more 
meetings be recorded each year.

Council members put off deciding 
which board or commission meetings 
would be added to the video schedule.

On Tuesday, the staff is expected to 
propose that the council consider add-
ing the Board of Ethics and Zoning 
Board of Adjustment to those video 
archives. The council could add ei-
ther without cutting the current video 
schedule. But to add both, the Traffic 
Safety Commission or another board’s 

meetings would likely be cut from the 
recording schedule.

Growing public interest in the pro-
ceedings of the ethics board triggered 
putting its meetings to the top of the 
list.

The board itself asked that the city 
post audio recordings of its meetings 
in an effort to boost its transparency 

Council weighs recording other city meetings
Interest grows in 
having video of ethics 
board discussions

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

LITTLE ELM — Hundreds of new Pioneers 
will soon get down to work in a campus that 
sprang up on what was a largely empty field just 
a year ago.

Along with more than 50 employees, the stu-
dents of Union Park Elementary School will be-
gin their first day of class at Denton ISD’s 25th 
elementary on Wednesday.

Union Park Elementary, which sits inside the 
Braswell High School attendance zone, will serve 
primarily the families and students who have re-
cently moved into the master-planned communi-
ty of the same name in Little Elm. Funding for the 
campus came from a $312 million bond approved 
by voters in 2013. 

If students had lived in the area before the com-
munity was built, they would have been in either 
the Paloma Creek or Savannah elementary zone.

New Pioneers

Denton ISD’s 25th elementary opens doors Wednesday
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Art teacher Mary Knight sets up her classroom in preparation for “Meet the Teacher” night Monday at Union Park Elementary School in Little Elm. 

Denton ISD’s 25th elementary school opens its doors Wednesday.

Principal Lorena Salas walks with a building crew member down the main hallway at Union 

Park Elementary School on Monday.

By Jay Reeves and Jeff Martin
Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Forecast-
ers are warning about days of scorching, 
dangerous heat gripping a wide swath 
of the U.S. South and Midwest, where 
the heat index on Monday eclipsed 120 
degrees in one town and climbed nearly 
that high in others.

With temperatures around 100 de-
grees at midday and “feels like” tem-
peratures soaring even higher, parts of 
13 states were under heat advisories, 
from Texas, Louisiana and Florida in 
the South to Missouri and Illinois in the 
Midwest, the National Weather Service 
reported.

Much of North Texas, including 
Denton County, is under a heat advi-
sory through 8 p.m. Tuesday. Tuesday’s 
high temperature in Denton is expected 
to reach 103 degrees with heat indexes 
hitting at least 114.

Some of the most oppressive condi-
tions Monday were being felt in Louisi-
ana, Arkansas, Mississippi and Oklaho-
ma, forecasters said.

“It feels like hell is what it feels like,” 
said Junae Brooks, who runs Junae’s 
Grocery in Holly Bluff, Mississippi. 
Around her, many of her customers 
kept cool with wet rags around their 
necks or by wearing straw hats.

The heat index soared to 121 degrees 
by late afternoon in Clarksdale, Missis-
sippi; and to 119 degrees in West Mem-
phis, Arkansas, the weather service re-
ported. Similar readings were expected 
in eastern Oklahoma.

In Alabama, the temperature hit 
100 degrees with a heat index of 106 
degrees by mid-afternoon in Birming-
ham, the state’s largest city.

Heat exhaustion and heat stroke 
were the leading threats.

“You are more likely to develop 
a heat illness quicker in this type of 
weather, when it’s really humid and 
hot,” said Gary Chatelain, a National 

It’s hot 
here, but 
worse  
nearby
Denton County is 
under a heat advisory 
through this evening

By Colleen Long and Jill Colvin
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration announced Monday 
it is moving forward with one of its 
most aggressive steps yet to restrict le-
gal immigration: denying green cards 
to many migrants who use Medicaid, 
food stamps, housing vouchers or other 
forms of public assistance.

Federal law already requires those 
seeking to become permanent resi-
dents or gain legal status to prove they 

will not be a burden to the U.S. — a 
“public charge,” in government speak —
but the new rules detail a broader range 
of programs that could disqualify them.

It’s part of a dramatic overhaul of 
the nation’s immigration system that 
the administration has been working 
to put in place, despite legal pushback. 
While most attention has focused on 
President Donald Trump’s efforts to 
crack down on illegal immigration, in-
cluding recent raids in Mississippi and 
the continued separation of migrant 

parents from their children, the new 
rules target people who entered the 
United States legally and are seeking 
permanent status.

Trump is trying to move the U.S. 
toward a system that focuses on immi-
grants’ skills instead of emphasizing the 
reunification of families.

Under the new rules, U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services will 
now weigh whether applicants have 
received public assistance along with 
other factors such as education, income 

and health to determine whether to 
grant legal status.

The rules will take effect in mid-Oc-
tober. They don’t apply to U.S. citizens, 
though immigrants related to the citi-
zens may be subject to them.

Ken Cuccinelli, acting director of 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
said the rule change will ensure those 
who come to the country don’t become 
a burden, though they pay taxes.

“We want to see people coming to 
this country who are self-sufficient,” 

Cuccinelli said. “That’s a core principle 
of the American dream. It’s deeply em-
bedded in our history, and particularly 
our history related to legal immigra-
tion.”

Migrants make up a small percent-
age of those who get public benefits. In 
fact, many are ineligible for such bene-
fits because of their immigration status.

Immigrant rights groups strong-
ly criticized the changes, warning the 

Trump rules would deny green cards for those on public assistance
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