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By Priya Leal
For the Denton Record-Chronicle

The Denton Kiwanis Club is mark-
ing 100 years of serving the communi-
ty’s needs, particularly providing health 
services for children. To celebrate, 
members of the legacy nonprofit are 
hosting a dinner Thursday night with 
friends, family, city officials, school 
board members and several guest 
speakers.

The club is perhaps best known for 
the Denton Kiwanis Club Children’s 
Clinic. The clinic provides free medical 

care prescriptions, dental procedures, 
vision services and mental health ser-
vices for children in low-income fami-
lies who reside in the northern part of 
Denton County. The club is the only 
agency in Denton to offer free dental 
services.

The clinic treats between 250 and 
350 children a year. Bob Crouch, a club 
member for 56 years, said most of the 
children the clinic sees are referred 
from schools.

“Typically, by the time we see a child 
that is needing either dental or medical 

care, it’s an urgent matter, so typically 
we can get them in within a day or two 
to be seen,” executive secretary Robin 
Meyer said.

The clinic runs in cooperation with 
local medical providers, dental care 
providers and pharmacies who see clin-
ic referrals at a reduced rate.

The club also does other service 
projects throughout the year, such as 
dental hygiene kits. Last year, club 
members packed 2,250 dental hygiene 

Denton Kiwanis celebrating 100 
years of community service
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James Hilton, club president, center, ends the Denton Kiwanis Club 

weekly meeting at Rudy’s Country Store and Bar-B-Q on Tuesday, Nov. 9. 

The local Kiwanis club is celebrating its 100th anniversary.
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See KIWANIS on 6A

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Features Editor

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Dave Meder didn’t set out to make a 
record during the pandemic. 

But when the University of North 
Texas music professor returned to 
some of his favorite literature — the 
poems and essays of 20th-century 
Basque-Spanish philosopher Miguel de 
Unamuno — he recognized a kinship 
between himself and the writer. He 
also recognized the way Unamuno re-
sponded to sociopolitical turmoil, and 
how music seemed to be a safe place for 
Meder to process his own anxiety, fears 
and hope.

“I discovered him in college, during 
my undergraduate years,” said Meder, 
who teaches piano in the UNT College 

of Music. “I started out as a music ma-
jor, but I left music and went into polit-
ical science and Spanish.”

Unamuno was a major dissident 
figure during Francisco Franco’s rule, 
and Meder threads the ideas and ideals 
into his latest album, Unamuno Songs 
and Stories. For Meder, jazz was a fruit-
ful place to muck around with his very 
American worries and dreams.

Meder earned his undergraduate 
degree at Florida State University. He 
recalls reading Unamuno in the orig-
inal Spanish and finding connections 
with the thinker even then.

“I think there are a lot of things 
about him I identify with in my own 
life,” Meder said. “He was a man of 
faith, but that didn’t stop him from 
having a lot of issues with the church. 
He was also an intellectual; he was al-
ways thinking about secularism. I was 
brought up in the church — Southern 
Baptist, to be specific. Even in college, 
I was so attracted to Unamuno and his 
work. He finds these ways of not shying 
away from his belief in God, but also 
just railing against the church.”

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County Public Health 
held its first COVID-19 vaccine clin-
ic Wednesday for children between 
5 and 11, with local health officials 
saying the new eligibility is vital in 
further curbing the virus’s transmis-

sion and many area parents saying 
it’s brought them a sigh of relief.

Pfizer’s coronavirus shot was 
approved for children as young as 
5 last week, at which point provid-
ers across the county could begin 
vaccinating them. DCPH ordered 
more than 8,000 new Pfizer shots, 
which come in a different dosage 

suited for children. More than 300 
parents made appointments for 
Wednesday’s clinic at the county’s 
Morse Street facility, with about 500 
spread out over the next two days. 
Other locals made appointments 
with pharmacies or pediatricians.

DCPH adopted a new strategy 
for the kids, having them go with 

their families indoors and into in-
dividual rooms for the shot. Orga-
nizers say that while that change 
makes the clinics less efficient than 
the department’s popular drive-th-
ru model, it comes with the benefit 
of comfort and privacy for the kids. 

Shots for stickers

DCPH hosts first vaccine clinic for kids between 5 and 11
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Six-year-old Lucas Barrio shows a sticker he received after getting a vaccine during a vaccine clinic at the Denton County Morse Street 

Facility on Wednesday.

By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton’s first draft of a potential 
nondiscrimination ordinance came be-
fore City Council members for the first 
time Tuesday.

Council members have discussed 
such an ordinance periodically for 
more than two years, and the formal 
process they’re sticking to means a final 
approved ordinance is some ways off. 
Conversations last stalled in October 
2020.

The ordinance, in its current state, 
would refer issues to applicable state 
agencies whenever possible. Com-
plaints that aren’t referred out and sur-
vive a vetting process would be investi-
gated by somebody associated with the 
city. That somebody would likely be a 
contracted third-party firm, according 
to discussion Tuesday.

If validated, a complainant and of-
fender would go into a conciliation pro-
cess. Council members were split Tues-
day on whether offending entities and 
individuals should be liable for a Class 
C misdemeanor and fine of up to $500 
if conciliation were to not work.

The first draft set up protections in 
employment, housing and public ac-
commodations for people based upon 
race, color, national origin, age, reli-
gion, disability, sex, sexual orientation 
and gender identity.

The devil is in the details, and po-
tential conflicts with other levels or gov-
ernment and existing law create sticky 
situations for council members and city 
officials.

For instance, religious organiza-
tions, the state government and the 

See VACCINE on 6A

Council 
sees draft 
of anti-bias 
measure

See ORDINANCE on 6A

Brothers in art
UNT music faculty pianist saw himself in 

the stories of Spanish poet Unamuno
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Pianist Dave Meder, who teaches in the University of North Texas College 

of Music, has a new album, “Unamuno Songs and Stories.”See MEDER on 6A


