
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SUNDAY: Mostly  

cloudy and chilly.  

Low 31, high 49.

MONDAY: Mostly  

sunny and warmer. 

Low 31, high 56. 

TUESDAY: Plenty of 

sunshine. Low 37, 

high 58.

Support local journalism. 

Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Additional content, including 

interactive puzzles and games 

and a weekly news recap, can 

be found in our e-Edition, available to all print and 

digital subscribers at DentonRC.com/eedition.
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Guyer falls short 
to Westlake in 
state title game
Sports, 15A

Lewisville ISD 
students charged 
for school threats
Local news, 2A

Trees and their leaves have benefits for your yard / Local, 7A

●

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

The Denton police and fire depart-
ments each had members log overtime 
coded as COVID-19 starting in 2020, 

with the two departments logging more 
than $400,000 in overtime pay last 
year — the bulk of it paid to firefighters.

While together they logged 
$409,401.47 in overtime, the Fire 
Department logged a bulk of it at 
$380,891.69 in 2020, according to 
records obtained by the Denton Re-
cord-Chronicle. A total of 85 Fire De-
partment employees logged overtime 
hours, making an average of $4,481 
each. Most were firefighters.

Both the Denton fire and police 
chiefs said absences in their depart-
ments occurred more heavily during 
surges in cases — weeks when cases 
climbed above an area’s average case-
load.

“It’s really died off [lately], equiva-
lent to what’s out there in the commu-
nity as well,” Denton Fire Chief Ken-
neth Hedges said. “We have [one case], 

COVID led to $400,000 
in OT pay for police, fire
Denton first responders 
had more absences 
during surges in 2020

See COVID on 11A

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer
agaudet@dentonrc.com

SANGER — For Holly Bourquin’s 
family, the demolition of Sanger’s only 
grocery store meant more than the loss 
of a convenient place to shop. Her hus-
band’s grandfather originally owned 

the store, then named Burrus, which 
opened in 1979.

“My father-in-law worked for his fa-
ther at the store after high school and 
met my mother-in-law at the store,” 
Bourquin said. “If it weren’t for Burrus 
grocery store, my in-laws would proba-
bly never have met and my husband or 

children wouldn’t exist either.”
Bourquin’s father-in-law watched 

the demolition of the Super Save build-
ing he’d once worked in earlier this 
summer. The grocery store was one 
of a combined 150-plus property ac-
quisitions by the Texas Department of 
Transportation for two adjacent high-

way expansion projects expected to 
begin construction as early as summer 
2022.

The first project will widen FM455 
from west of FM2450 to east of Marion 
Road in Sanger, making the two-lane 

A town without a grocery

A highway expansion created a food desert. Sanger hopes new roadways will fix it.

See SANGER on 11A
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Vehicles travel past a future construction site for the upcoming Interstate 35 expansion project that will run through Sanger. Many businesses on 
the I-35 service road have had to move to make way for the project, including Super Save, the city’s only grocery store, which was demolished earlier 
this year.
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Denton’s Fire Station 3 is shown on Friday. Denton police and fire depart-
ments each had members log overtime coded as COVID-19-related start-
ing in 2020, and in that year alone, both departments racked up more 
than $400,000 in overtime pay.

FINAL SUNDAY

By Jolie McCullough
The Texas Tribune

As the omicron variant of COVID-19 
quickly spreads across the United 
States, public health experts fear that 
Texas’ health care system could once 
again be overwhelmed by the disease 
within weeks.

“It’s really accelerating fast,” said Dr. 
Peter Hotez, a virologist at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine. “I think we’re going to 
be in the middle of it by Christmas.”

The new variant of the coronavirus 
was detected in Texas for the first time 
earlier this month, and outbreaks and 
surging case counts have since been 
tied to the strain. Although COVID-19 
hospitalizations remain relatively low 
in most of the state, a fast-rising num-
ber of people are testing positive for the 
virus in the state’s urban centers. Hospi-
tals in the Texas Panhandle and El Paso 
are again filling up with COVID-19 pa-
tients, according to data from the Texas 
Department of State Health Services.

As of Thursday, there have been 116 
confirmed coronavirus cases related to 
the omicron variant in Texas, the state 
health department said. Although the 
delta variant is still prominent in Texas, 
medical researchers predict omicron 
will soon become the dominant strain. 
Early evidence suggests omicron may 
be milder but spreads faster and more 
often to vaccinated people, medical ex-
perts said. They expect that people who 
have been fully vaccinated and recently 
gotten a booster shot will still be much 
better protected from serious illness or 
death.

Still, medical researchers are trying 

New wave
of COVID
anticipated
for Texas

See OMICRON on 13A

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County’s local council of 
the League of United Latin American 
Citizens celebrated 40 years Friday. 
Members say the Latino community 
has made strides since the chapter’s be-
ginnings in 1981 — but also that there’s 
much work still to be done.

LULAC began in Corpus Christi, 
in 1929. It credits itself as the largest 
and oldest Hispanic organization in 
the United States, aimed at advancing 
the living situations and opportuni-
ty for Hispanic Americans. It wasn’t 
until 1981 that the organization came 
to Denton County, with local council 

4366 stationed in Denton.
Denton’s council celebrated 40 years 

Friday at Rudy’s BBQ, in addition to 
naming officers for Denton, Ryan and 
Guyer high schools. It also took contri-
butions for its most visible program: its 
college scholarship awards, which give 
out hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to seniors. Original member Isabella 
Piña-Hinojosa said that program has 
been the focus since the beginning.

“Education and scholarships have 
been the main focus of the Denton 
LULAC,” Piña-Hinojosa said. “We 
have continued to persevere and have 
members continue to join us, and 
there’s been some of us here since 
the beginning. It’s still a group that is 

strong in its roots.”
But education isn’t the only contri-

bution the group has made. LULAC 
participates in several events and works 
to increase Latino representation in 
governmental bodies. In fact, current 
president Alfredo Sanchez said voting 
is at the top of the list for next year.

“One of the biggest issues for us is 
the number of Latinos here in Texas, 
that we’d like to get them more in-
volved in voting,” Sanchez said. “That’s 
where our biggest impact is. Whether 
it’s Democrat or Republican, getting 
them out to vote and having their voice 
heard.”

Denton LULAC marks 40 years
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Youth council officers from Denton High School, Guyer High School and 
Ryan High School are sworn in by Rodolfo Rosales, LULAC Texas state 
director, right, during the LULAC holiday party and 40th anniversary  
celebration Friday in Denton.See LULAC on 9A


