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Discussion around the 
Denton County Transpor-
tation Authority has often 
pitted GoZone against the 
dwindling Connect bus 
network. But DCTA CEO Paul 

Cristina says it’s not about 
one versus the other — in 
fact, he believes rider data 
from GoZone has the agency 
in its strongest position yet to 
form an efficient bus system.

The GoZone on-demand 
rideshare service was ini-
tially pitched as a full-stop 

replacement for DCTA’s 
bus network in Denton and 
Lewisville. Before vans took 
to the streets in September 
2021, the decision was driven 
by the argument that the 
buses simply weren’t carrying 
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Read about Argyle and Aubrey’s playoff football games at dentonrc.com and in Sunday’s e-Edition
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UNT basketball teams 
are in holiday tourneys
The Mean Green men have three 
games in three days in the Baha 
Mar Hoops Nassau Championship 
in the Bahamas. >> Sports, 12A

Can the PUC promise  
a reliable grid?
A state report warns that Pub-
lic Utility Commission and ERCOT 
must work harder to shore up elec-
tricity reliability. >> The Watchdog, 6A

UNT and Rice 
have a lot on 
the line this 
Saturday  
at Apogee 

>> Sports, 12A
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By Justin Grass
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Denton County’s recently ap-
proved road bond includes funding 
for five projects in Denton that are 
projected to cost over $50 million 
in total. Here’s a rundown of what’s 
set to change in the years to come.

The county’s $650 million 2022 
road bond was approved earlier this 
month, with nearly 75% of county 
voters giving it the go-ahead. The 
package includes over 100 projects 
in more than 30 municipalities, with 
a significant portion of the work 
landing in Denton’s city limits.

The bond’s implementation 
isn’t set in stone at this point, so 
there isn’t an absolute timeline for 
every road project to get started. 
Depending on the specific project 
and where it’s at in the county, it 
could be within the next few years, 
or it could be closer to a decade.

An overview of each project 
is available on Denton County’s 
online project list. That list doesn’t 
include timelines but includes 
the area, scope of work and cost 
for each of the five projects set 
within the city of Denton. For each 
of these projects, the cost is split 
between the county and city.

Elm and Locust 
reconstruction

The most expensive Denton 

undertaking in the bond package 
is the reconstruction of Elm and 
Locust streets, which will cost a 

projected grand total of $21 million.
The reconstruction will be a 

joint effort among  the county, the 

city and the Texas Department 
of Transportation, with the cost 
split between the three. That’s 

because Elm and Locust are both 

The roads ahead
What Denton 
County’s $650M 
road bond has in 
store for drivers 
around the city

Al Key/DRC
Elm Street south of downtown Denton, as seen Monday, has a plethora of patchwork repairs that will be improved in upcoming road projects.
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DCTA’s new CEO: Bus 
network could benefit 
from GoZone’s data

Paul 
Cristina

Al Key/DRC
A Denton Connect Route 7 bus waits at the Downtown Denton Transit 
Center in July. Route 7 — which travels between downtown and the 
Rayzor Ranch shopping area — is one of the routes DCTA is keeping, 
while Routes 2, 4 and 5 will be eliminated in January.
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