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By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer

paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Denton City Council members will 
consider recording closed sessions after 
Deb Armintor made a request to do so 
during a council work session Tuesday.

“For the future, the historical record 
and for open government and to help 
jog our memories, I encourage you … to 
have a work session to record our closed 
meetings,” she said.

Council informally 
agreed to discuss the 
measure at a future 
work session in the 
coming weeks.

Armintor, the at-
large Place 5 member, 
is in her second term.

Under the Texas 
Open Meetings Act, 
recording closed sessions is lawful. Kel-
ley Shannon, executive director of the 

Freedom of Information Foundation 
of Texas, said it is encouraged for better 
record keeping and is good to have in 
the case of a legal dispute.

“They should at least keep minutes,” 
she said. “But they can also record it be-
cause it’s more precise. People will have 
more precise information and exact 
knowledge if it ever comes out.”

Paul Meltzer, the at-large Place 6 
member, agreed.

“It’s an option provided by law,” he 

said. “I have no objection to it or having 
a discussion about it.”

Under Texas law, government en-
tities are allowed to enter executive 
session to discuss, among other issues, 
personnel matters, real estate transac-
tions and litigation.

In an email to city staff members, 
Armintor said that closed meetings 
should be recorded “to keep us honest.” 
After the work session, she expressed 
her gratitude to other council members.

“I’m thrilled and very grateful to my 
colleagues — council members [Bir-
dia] Johnson, Meltzer and [Mayor 
Gerard] Hudspeth — for agreeing to 
have a work session,” she said. “This is a 
chance for the city of Denton to step up 
and give the people of Denton the open 
government they deserve.”

PAUL BRYANT can be reached at 
940-566-6881 and via Twitter at @
paulbryant_DRC.

Armintor pushes for recording closed council sessions

Deb 

Armintor

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

A Frisco real estate broker flew pri-
vately from Denton to Washington for 
last week’s pro-Donald Trump rally that 
turned chaotic and violent, resulting in 
five deaths.

Multiple outlets reported Jenna 
Ryan, a real estate broker from Frisco, 
flew out to Washington, D.C., privately 
and documented the day’s events on so-
cial media in posts that have since been 
deleted.

In a social media post forwarded 
by a Twitter user to the Washington 
Metropolitan Police Department, 
Ryan posted a photo of herself and 
four other people in front of U.S. Trin-
ity Aviation, a fixed-base operator in 
Denton.

Scott Gray, the manager at Denton 
Enterprise Airport, said the airport 
doesn’t have passenger or travel lo-
cation information for the fixed-base 
operators that operate around the 
airport. FBOs are organizations that 
operate at airports to provide services 
such as fueling, hangar rental and air-
craft rental.

“We have no commercial flights,” 
Gray said. “There are no airlines, no 
terminals, no TSA like you would see 
at DFW [International Airport]. … 
We have people who have private air-
planes who come and go as they wish. 
If they need fuel and things of that na-
ture, they get that from either of the 
FBOs.”

Damon Ward, the founder of U.S. 
Trinity Aviation, said Thursday the 
FBO didn’t provide passengers a plane 

From 
Denton’s 
airport to 
DC chaos

By Jill Colvin and Zeke Miller
Associated Press

ALAMO — President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday took no responsi-
bility for his part in fomenting a violent 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol last 
week, despite his comments encourag-

ing supporters to march on the Capitol 
and praise for them while they were still 
carrying out the assault.

“People thought that what I said was 
totally appropriate,” Trump said.

He made the comments during his 
first appearance in public since the 
Capitol siege, which came as lawmakers 
were tallying Electoral College votes af-
firming President-elect Joe Biden’s vic-
tory. Trump arrived in Texas on Tuesday 

to trumpet his campaign against illegal 
immigration in an attempt to burnish 
his legacy with eight days remaining in 
his term, as lawmakers in Congress ap-
peared set to impeach him this week for 
the second time.

In Alamo, a city in the Rio Grande 
Valley near the U.S.-Mexican border — 
the site of the 450th mile of the border 

Frisco businesswoman
flew privately to Capitol
mob scene, ‘one of the
best days of my life’

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County Public Health 
hosted the first of two vaccination 
clinics for the week Tuesday morn-
ing, administering hundreds of 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine dos-
es to county residents. Here’s what 
their experience was like.

Only those who fall within Texas’ 
Phase 1A (health care personnel) or 
1B groups (anyone over 65, or any-
one over 16 with a chronic medical 

condition) are eligible for this week’s 
clinics, which will continue to be the 
case until the state reaches the next 
step in its vaccination timeline.

Five hundred doses of DCPH’s 
3,500-vaccine allocation were ded-
icated to Tuesday’s clinic, with the 
majority of recipients falling into 
the 1B group due to age or health 
conditions. For all of DCPH’s clin-
ics, eligible recipients must regis-
ter in advance for the waitlist at 

‘Beginning of the end’

Denton County administers COVID-19 vaccines in mass clinic

Photos by Jeff Woo/DRC

Medical staff administer COVID-19 vaccine shots to people waiting in their vehicles at UNT’s Discovery Park on Tuesday morning, when 

Denton County Public Health inoculated about 500 people who had registered in advance. DCPH’s second mass vaccination clinic on 

Thursday will administer doses to 3,000 people in Phase 1A and 1B groups.

A worker 

shows the front 

of a COVID-19 

vaccination 

card at Tues-

day’s vaccine 

clinic at UNT’s 

Discovery Park 

in Denton. Vac-

cine recipients 

must return 

for a second 

dose in about a 

month. See RYAN on 9ASee VACCINES on 9A

Trump, in Texas to see 
wall: ‘Time for peace’
President takes no 
responsibility for riot

Alex Brandon/AP

President Donald Trump tours a section of the U.S.-Mexico border wall 

under construction Tuesday in Alamo.See TRUMP on 5A


