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Denton-area alumni  
lead postseason victories
Nine area alumni are on team ros-
ters for the NCAA and NIT men’s and 
women’s basketball tournaments.
>> Sports, 12A

Court: PUC set electricity 
prices too high in 2021 storm
A Texas appellate court ruled that the Pub-
lic Utility Commission overstepped its au-
thority during the deadly February 2021 
winter storm. >> State, 2A

By Brooke Colombo
Staff Writer

bcolombo@dentonrc.com

A Denton woman is striving to 
change how Texas laws view some 
embryos as property as she’s 
faced with a heart-wrenching 
possibility: Her biological children 
could legally be born by another 
woman or terminated without her 

input.
Caroline Antoun, a longtime 

Denton resident, underwent an in-
fertility treatment to create several 
embryos. But she said she didn’t 
fully understand the legal forms 
to undergo the procedure. Now, 
despite recent changes to how the 
state views conception, Antoun 
worries her embryos could be born 

and grow up without her consent.
“I’m making the best decision 

for my children who are alive,” 
Antoun said. “For the ones that are 
unborn, I, as their mother, should 
have the right to be able to make 
the best decision for them. And 
when we treat them as property, I 
don’t have parental rights.”

While she has lived in Denton for 

several years now, Antoun has had 
a well-traveled, adventurous life. 
She graduated with a master’s de-
gree from the University of North 
Texas and works as a instructional 
designer at a software company. 
She has traveled the world, living in 
Germany and Saudi Arabia.

“But I always gravitate back to 
Denton,” Antoun said.

She felt like she was living in a 

‘For the ones  
that are unborn’

Courtesy photo/Caroline Antoun via GoFundMe
Caroline Antoun cradles her two children, who were conceived through an assisted reproductive treatment. There are still three of Antoun’s 
biological embryos frozen. But they could be at risk of being born by another woman or terminated.
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P
eople may think the 10 Black 
women and 10 white wom-
en in the Denton Women’s 

Interracial Fellowship just focused 
on school desegregation. The fel-
lowship’s contribution would have 
been significant if the only thing 
the women did was to ease Black 
students’ transition from separate 
but not equal schools to all-white 
schools.

But, like an exploding can of 
biscuits, the women soon realized 
school desegregation was just part 
of Denton’s problem. Citywide ef-
forts would be needed. To be sure, 
desegregation was a thorny issue 
that erupted in violence around 
the country, especially in formerly 
Confederate states.

City leaders pro-
posed a 1966 urban 
renewal bond that 
would have upended 
Denton’s Black com-
munity a second time. 
The fellowship took 
no position because 
they couldn’t agree on 

whether to support urban renewal. 
After the bond failed by 83%, the 
women realized city leaders had no 
intention of helping the neighbor-
hood they had ignored. Four de-
cades after Quaker’s banishment 
across railroad tracks, Southeast 
Denton still had no paved streets, 
streetlights, sidewalks, curbs, ade-

quate sewage or water.
Although Denton’s Black com-

munity dated to Denton’s begin-
ning, white entitlement permeated 
the city. White property owners, 
many of whom were city lead-
ers, saw Southeast Denton as a 
business opportunity — a chance 
to profit from renting substandard 
structures.

As the fellowship widened 
desegregation efforts, the women 
had to fight on two fronts. First, 
they had to gain the trust of Den-
ton’s badly treated Black com-
munity. When the Denton school 

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
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University of North Texas lead-
ers say they are optimistic about 
the state Legislature ponying up 
more money for the university 
system than ever 
before, thanks in no 
small part to the 
productivity of the 
university’s work 
as a Carnegie Tier 1 
Research Institution.

UNT President 
Neal Smatresk 
recently briefed 
the UNT Faculty 
Senate on the forecast for state 
allotments. While the details are 
still in the hands of state legisla-
tors currently in the 88th session, 
Smatresk said UNT has made an 
impression.

“So, the good news is we just 
received our initial results of the 
Higher Education Coordinating 
Board’s recommendation for for-
mula funding,” he said.

The board’s recommendation 
isn’t binding, and it “may or may 
not be fully realized for any number 
of reasons,” Smatresk said. “It’s 
never been funded 100%. It’s fund-
ed usually from 86% to 87%.

“But the good news is no school 
in the state received a bigger 
increase in their recommended 

UNT 
may see 
bump 
in state 
funding

HIGHER EDUCATIONOne of Denton’s finest moments

Smatresk optimistic 
about chance for 
substantial boost  
in state allotments

Ahna Hubnik/UNT

University of North Texas stu-
dents walk between classes on 
the Library Mall.

Neal 
Smatresk

Fellowship of 
women led way  
to societal change

See RAMSAY on 11A

Denton woman 
wants her frozen 
embryos treated 
as humans in 
property battle

See UNT on 11ASee EMBRYOS on 11A

Mean Green will 
go up against Sam 
Houston State for 
a tough Game 2 in 
NIT on Sunday
>> Sports, 12A


