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Fire displaces 
12 residents at 
complex under 
scrutiny for  
trash complaints 
>> Local, 2A
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UNT’s Oscar Adaway III 
thrilled to be back after 
missing 2021 due to injury
UNT is now just a few days away from 
its season opener at UTEP. It’s almost 
certain to usher in the next chapter in 
the comeback story of running back 
Oscar Adaway III. >> Sports, 7A

North Texas Fair and 
Rodeo warms up, hoping 
for cooler weather
For the North Texas Fair and Rodeo’s 
94th installment, organizers are ex-
pecting to see temperatures cooling 
off into the double digits. The fair 
takes place Aug. 19-27. >> Local, 2A

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer
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Realtor Chrissy Mallouf has al-
ways had a love of accessories, but 
it wasn’t until a road trip last summer 
with her husband, John, and two 
teens, Madison and Holden, that she 
decided it was time to share that 
passion with the Denton community, 
in the form of Mallouf Hat Co.

“Every city we go to has a hat 
shop no matter what city we’re in, 
and I was like, ‘Man, one of these 
days I’m going to have a hat shop,’” 

Chrissy said. “John was like, ‘Let’s 
do it now, why wait?’”

The pair started drawing up 
plans early this year, deciding to 
dedicate space in Chrissy’s new 
real estate office at 901 S. Elm 
St. to the shop. Longtime Denton 
residents — John grew up in the 
city and Chrissy has lived here 
since she was 10 — the couple 
have fond memories of Foster’s 
Western Wear, with its collection 
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Retailers at Denton’s Golden 
Triangle Mall say they saw record 
sales for tax-free weekend despite 
inflation putting pressure on con-
sumers’ wallets.

Texas’ annual tax-free week-
end, which ran Aug. 5-7, allowed 
shoppers to purchase clothing, 
shoes, school supplies and back-
packs priced under $100 without 
paying sales tax. Mall traffic was up 
significantly over the weekend, with 
more stores reporting better sales 
numbers than last year and 2019.

“Some saw upwards of a 38% or 
42% increase,” mall manager Aaron 
Ball said.

Retailers Journeys and Buckle 
were among those that set store 
records, while Dillard’s, H&M and 
Finish Line also saw significant 
increases in sales. Non-apparel 
stores also benefited from the 
increased foot traffic, Ball said.

Those gains come as prices in 
Dallas-Fort Worth have climbed 
above the national average of 
8.5% in July to 9.4% for the same 
month, according to the Labor 
Department. That’s higher than the 
nationwide 9.1% year-over-year 
increase in June, the largest in 

Denton 
retailers 
see strong 
turnout on 
tax-free 
weekend
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The Class of 2023 walked into 
the gleaming new Denton High 

School building on Monday.
As they toured their new school, 

they saw a 21st century building: 
security-minded design, gen-
der-neutral bathrooms and learn-

ing spaces made for collaboration.

A horse, of course
The new Denton High School 

at 3001 Bronco Way wouldn’t be 
complete without a bronco of 
some kind.

Col. Bob West, an aerospace 
science teacher and an ambas-
sador for the Class of ’23, said the 

district found out that two bronze 
horse sculptures at Star Ranch in 
Aubrey needed a new home. One 
of them, a massive stallion rearing 
up on its hind legs, is installed in 
the cafeteria, beneath the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate flags. 

“It was a little worn,” West said. 

Broncos’ new base
Class of ’23 explores Denton’s latest 

high school before first day of classes

Courtesy photo/Denton ISD
Members of the Class of 2023 gather in the cafeteria of the brand-new Denton High School on Monday. Students return to class Thursday.
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Couple hang hat on 
new shop on Elm

Chrissy and 
John Mallouf, 
with their 
children 
Holden, 14, 
and Madi-
son, 17, have 
opened a 
new shop, 
Mallouf Hat 
Co., on South 
Elm Street.
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