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Resurgent season 
has Broncos  
one win from 
playoff berth

>> Sports, 6A
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Changes ahead for 
many Texans 

With two Obamacare insurers 
exiting the state, an estimated 
500,000 people will be looking for 
new coverage. 
>> State, 3A

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Denton County residents 
who have been out during 
early voting have likely seen 
signs encouraging them 
to vote for Denton Coun-
ty Proposition A, with the 
promise of safer roads and 
less traffic. Because the 
county government legally 
isn’t allowed to use its own 
tax dollars to advocate for 
the bond, those signs come 

from Denton County TRIP 
’22 — a specific-purpose 
political committee that’s 
raised over $100,000.

Denton County’s road-fo-
cused Proposition A is on 
the ballot for every coun-
ty voter. The $650 million 
bond program would fund 
more than 100 road projects 
across the county, through 
partnerships in which the 
county would split the cost 
with a municipality or higher 
agency, like the Texas De-

partment of Transportation.
Officials have done their 

part to sell residents on 
voting yes. For example, 
the point has been made 
repeatedly that because 
Denton County has an AAA 
bond rating, taxes won’t 
need to be raised if Proposi-
tion A goes through. Addi-
tionally, county commission-
ers held public meetings in 
July and August, suggesting 

By Amber Gaudet
Staff Writer

agaudet@dentonrc.com

Dan Anderson has been working 
for years to keep Denton veterans 
housed. As a HUD-VASH voucher 
coordinator with Veterans Affairs, 
he helps get military veterans into 
stable, affordable housing — but 
with CARES Act funding dwindling 
and living costs increasing, his 
job, and the jobs of other veteran 

advocates, is getting harder.
“It sounds terrible, but for a 

while the pandemic was working 
for us because so much money 
came into these agencies that 
there was money to help,” Ander-
son said.

In May 2020, $17.2 million in 
CARES Act funding was earmarked 
for the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, $300 million of which was 
used that fiscal year to provide 

services for unhoused and at-risk 
vets. The capital went a long way 
toward helping the more than 
27,000 veterans experiencing 
homelessness in Texas. More than 
two years later, those funds are 
gone — but food, fuel and housing 
costs are significantly higher, put-
ting income-strapped vets at risk 
of slipping into homelessness.

“These problems already exist-
ed, and they’ve just been exac-
erbated by COVID and inflation,” 
said Elishia Baxter, veteran center 
coordinator at United Way of Den-
ton County.

It’s something advocates and 

veteran service providers had front 
of mind when they came togeth-
er for the annual Denton County 
Homeless Veterans Stand Down 
on Thursday at the Denton Civic 
Center. Organized by the Denton 
County Veterans Coalition, the 
one-day event brings together 
local, county and state resources 
for veterans who are experiencing 
homelessness and those at risk, 
offering a hot meal, free health 
screenings and information about 
assistance with a range of benefits.

Ray Holder, who has organized 

Vets’ ‘big need’: Housing
As COVID funding dries up, living costs 

rise, putting more veterans at risk

Jacob McCready/For the DRC
Local volunteers and advocates gathered at the Denton Civic Center on Thursday for the seventh annual Denton County Homeless Veter-
ans Stand Down, which connects unhoused and at-risk veterans with local resources.
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By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

A hypothetical Black man goes to 
fill out a job application in Denton.

He has a few nonviolent drug con-
victions on his record but paid for 
them several years ago. He has spent 
his time since being released from 
prison looking for stable work that 
pays a livable wage — which, if he has 
a family, requires him to find a job 
that pays at least $60,000 to afford 
to live in Denton, especially if he is 
the only one working 
in the household.

Denton City Coun-
cil member Brandon 
Chase McGee told 
council members 
during Tuesday’s work 
session that a whole 
generation of Black 
men has these bumps 
and bruises — also 
known as nonviolent drug offenses 
— on their record as a result of the 
nation’s long war on drugs. Former 
President Richard Nixon started the 
drug war, according to a March 23, 
2016, Vox article, to criminalize Black 
people and hippies. Former Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan expanded the 
war against cocaine, and, as McGee 
noted, former President Bill Clinton 
doubled down on it.

The hypothetical Black man with 
the criminal record sees the criminal 
history box on the application and 
knows that as soon as he checks it, 
his chances of moving forward in the 
hiring process will hit a brick wall. 
He won’t have the chance, McGee 
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PAC foots bill for road bonds campaign
Campaign mate-
rials for Denton 
County’s road-fo-
cused Proposition 
A, such as this sign 
outside the Denton 
County Elections 
Administration 
building, are han-
dled by a specif-
ic-purpose politi-
cal committee that 
has raised more 
than $100,000.
Justin Grass/DRC

See VETERANS on 5A

City could 
nix criminal 
history 
boxes 
from job 
applications

Brandon 
McGee

See CITY on 5A

See PAC on 5A

Early voting has started. Here’s what 
you need to know to cast your ballot. 
>> Section D


