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Mean Green’s 
Simmons out  
for rest of year
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City Council to 
discuss how pot 
laws are handled
Local news, 2A
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By Marshall Reid
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Denton County Public Health on 
Monday confirmed another 2,070 lo-
cals had tested positive for the corona-
virus.

That was by far the highest num-
ber of confirmed cases announced by 
the county in a single day. Many recent 
weeks haven’t seen as many cases as 
were reported Monday.

The previous record of 1,064 was 
announced on Jan. 19, 2021. Monday’s 
announcement included tests reported 
Saturday through Monday.

DCPH Director Matt Richardson, 
reached by phone after Monday’s an-

nouncement, said the spike is not at-
tributable to a backlog of tests becom-
ing uncorked.

“This is a lot of current tests coming 
through all at once,” he said.

He said it’s possible the increase is 
related to holiday travel and gatherings, 
but it isn’t yet certain. His staff was 
working on the backlog in tests when 
reached by phone Monday, and he said 
some of that volume will be reported 
throughout the remainder of the week.

Data from DCPH shows a spike in 
the onset of coronavirus symptoms 
among residents sometime around 
Dec. 20 and continuing into the follow-
ing weeks.

Data regarding symptom onset is al-

ways delayed due to the need for testing 
followed by an investigation.

Richardson said the recent tidal 
wave of cases required some county 
staffers to shift their duties around.

“We’re moving staff back to COVID 
response data entry,” he explained.

He said virus tests performed at 
pharmacies and doctors’ offices will 
likely be reported up the chain to 
DCPH, but that’s not the case for at-
home tests.

Despite that, he said the county is 
working on ways to allow residents to 
report their at-home results while de-
termining the best way to share that 

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

In a federal lawsuit that names the 
city of Denton and two police officers, 
the father of a University of North Tex-
as student killed two years ago by the 
Denton Police De-
partment is claiming 
those officers unnec-
essarily used exces-
sive and deadly force 
when they shot his son 
with Tasers and later a 
handgun.

Kevin Tarver is 
seeking at least $10 
million in damages in 
the wrongful death of his son, claiming 
two Denton police officers violated his 
son’s Fourth Amendment rights by us-
ing excessive force, according to court 
records.

The lawsuit comes almost two years 
after 23-year-old Darius “DJ” Tarver 
was killed. His roommate called 911 
the morning of Jan. 21, 2020, and said 
Tarver “looked like he was on some-
thing,” and another 911 caller told 
dispatchers a man was breaking light 
fixtures in the hallway at The Forum 
apartments on Inman Street.

“We just officially filed, and it’s 
something we want to take to a jury,” 
Kevin Tarver said Monday afternoon. 
“That no-bill doesn’t mean they weren’t 

By Allyson Waller
The Texas Tribune

Last February’s winter storm 
marked a severe weather event un-
like any Texans had seen in decades, 
leaving millions without power and 
in freezing conditions. Days into the 
storm and its aftermath, a full-blown 
water crisis also emerged as well as 
supply chain shortages and major food 
disruptions.

A recent report from the Texas 
Department of State Health Services 
updated the death toll from the win-

ter storm and brought it up to 246, 
though a BuzzFeed analysis last year 
found the deaths related to the storm 
could’ve been more than 750. The 
state attributed the majority of deaths 
to hypothermia, but other causes in-
cluded carbon monoxide poisoning, 
fires and falls.

The storm’s “severity and its reach 
across the whole state of Texas and the 
length of it did catch lots of us all by 
surprise, myself included,” said Mon-
ty C. Dozier, director of the disaster 
assessment and recovery program at 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice.

Weather experts say a similar win-
ter storm is unlikely but still possible 
this year. The state has already experi-
enced its first strong winter cold snap, 
and with the thick of the winter season 
still approaching, there’s plenty Texans 
can do to prepare in case an extreme 
weather system sweeps through the 
state again.

Severe winter weather can be new 

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is getting started on a 
multiyear project aiming to widen 
U.S. Highway 380 from four to six 
lanes and install other improve-
ments by 2025.

The project is the second phase 
of a two-parter that began about a 

year ago. TxDOT’s U.S. 380 “inter-
im grade separation project” con-
sists of two individual projects, each 
projected for completion in 2025. 
The first project began last January 
and is adding a raised median with 
turn lanes on the stretch of highway 
between South Loop 288 in Denton 
and the U.S. 380/U.S. Highway 377 
split in Cross Roads.

The upcoming U.S. 380 con-

struction will take place from that 
split all the way to the Denton-Col-
lin county line. With a $140 mil-
lion budget, the project is going to 
widen the highway from four to six 
lanes, improve sidewalks and install 
continuous lighting. It will also add 
grade separations at five major in-
tersections: FM720, FM423, Navo 
Road, Teel Parkway and Legacy 
Drive.

While a news release stated con-
struction would begin Monday, Jan. 
10, TxDOT spokesperson Kendall 
Sloan said only preliminary work 
is occurring now, such as putting 
warning signs up. The actual road 
construction is estimated to start 
Jan. 23, she said. The project will 
have three phases.

Work on 380 starts soon

TxDOT project will begin highway improvement project this month

Al Key/DRC

Traffic moves Monday on U.S. Highway 380 in Cross Roads, between the U.S. Highway 377 split and FM424 Monday. The area is part of 

the Texas Department of Transportation’s multiyear project to widen U.S. 380 to six lanes.

2,070 new infections, a county record

See 380 on 5A

Jeff Woo/DRC file photo

People wait to get a COVID test on Wednesday in Denton. Many are turn-

ing to whatever provider is available amid a testing shortage.See CASES on 5A

How Texans can prepare for  
a winter storm like last year’s

Eli Hartman, Odessa American/AP file photo

During last February’s winter storm, Oncor apprentice lineman Brendan 

Waldon repairs a utility pole in Odessa. In case of power outages, a win-

ter emergency kit should include blankets, extra warm clothes, portable 

lights, batteries and more.See WINTER on 5A

Tarver’s 
father 
sues city, 
2 officers
Federal lawsuit alleges 
excessive force used 
in UNT student’s death

Kevin  

Tarver Sr.

See LAWSUIT on 5A


