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Four area teams 
fall while three  
stay alive  
in playoffs

>> Sports, 6A
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Loss to UAB shows UNT’s 
margin for error wasn’t 
as big as it appeared
North Texas knew it was in for a chal-
lenge over the weekend when it took 
on UAB. One glance at the way the 
game shaped up was all it took to re-
alize it. >> Sports, 6A

Investigators search for 
answers in deadly Dallas 
air show midair collision
The flight plan and pilot briefing will 
undergo heavy scrutiny as investiga-
tors try to determine the factors be-
hind the collision between two WWII-
era aircraft. >> Regional, 2A

Al Key/DRC
A vehicle splashes through a puddle on Oakland Street as rain and colder weather descended on North Texas with cooler-than-normal 
temperatures Monday. Meteorologists with KXAS-TV (NBC5) predict partly sunny and cool days through the weekend, with highs rang-
ing from the mid-40s to mid-50s and lows into the lower to mid-30s.

Puddle on the road

DENTON CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer

jgrass@dentonrc.com

Tuesday, the Denton Central 
Appraisal District will officially 
transition to a new era with a new 
chief appraiser, with Hope Mc-
Clure’s separation agreement pav-
ing the way for interim chief Don 
Spencer to take over in full.

Thursday’s DCAD board meet-
ing was the third since Hope Mc-
Clure was ousted as the district’s 
chief appraiser. The board made 
that decision Sept. 13, placing Mc-
Clure on administrative leave, but 
couldn’t move forward with a new 
chief appraiser until her separa-
tion agreement was finalized.

The decision came after 
months of officials from around 
the county putting heat on the 

district for its management 
practices. Dozens of DCAD’s 
cities, school districts and other 
taxing entities filed disapproval 
resolutions to cancel the district’s 
proposed 2023 budget. Many of 
them included the clear message 

that leadership should change at 
DCAD.

Come Tuesday, the district will 
be able to move forward in the 
wake of McClure’s nearly three-
year tenure. Roy Atwood, chair of 
the DCAD Board of Directors, said 

Monday that McClure will techni-
cally resign Tuesday, with Spencer, 
the interim chief appraiser, taking 
over the top spot.

“[Spencer] takes effect to-
morrow, and she’s no longer on 
administrative leave tomorrow,” 
Atwood said of McClure. “She 
resigns as of tomorrow. That’s the 
way the separation agreement’s 
instructed.”

The Denton Record-Chronicle 
filed an open records request 
Monday to receive a copy of Mc-
Clure’s separation agreement. The 
request had not been returned 
by late Monday, but Atwood did 
speak on several components of 
McClure’s package.

Atwood said he was “satisfied 
with the way it worked out” and 
that the board “tried to be con-
sistent with the precedent” set by 
Rudy Durham. Durham, Lewisville’s 
mayor at the time, was DCAD’s 
chief appraiser prior to McClure. 
He received a severance agree-
ment when he left in 2019 due 
to a new bill prohibiting property 

DCAD changes official today
McClure out and 
interim chief is 
being promoted, 
effective Tuesday

Christian McPhate/DRC
The Denton Central Appraisal District Board of Directors prays be-
fore breaking into executive session to discuss removing Hope Mc-
Clure from her position as chief appraiser on Sept. 13.

See DCAD on 5A By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff Writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

When you think of the Wild 
West, chances are you imagine the 
setting of a John Wayne movie, 
where the white hats battle the 
black hats for control of the land 
and the future.

In those films, Indigenous Amer-
icans appear as stock characters 
who serve the hero, or try to thwart 
him, but not ones who have a say.

But, as one University of North 
Texas professor is researching, 
Indigenous Americans have a his-
torical record that could inform the 
21st-century gun violence debate.

As an associate professor of 
English, Angela “Angie” Calcaterra 
said it didn’t occur to her to apply 
Indigenous narratives to the raging 
gun debate until she was teach-
ing the novel Edgar Huntly in 2017, 
when the Las Vegas mass shooting 
happened. The novel deals with 
gun violence, telling the story of 
a Philadelphia frontiersman who 
murders Indigenous people while 
sleepwalking.

“The students and I started 
talking about gun violence and how 
it was used in the novel,” said Cal-
caterra, who is working on a book 
about Indigenous narratives on gun 
violence from early America to the 
19th century.

“I started thinking about gun 
violence in early America. What 
would a literary history of gun vio-
lence look like? What would it look 
like for Native populations? So I’ve 
been working through conceptual-
izing and talking about gun vio-
lence in this book. It pays particular 
attention to gun violence and 
how it affected them within their 
own nations. I looked at what they 
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Professor 
weighs 
Indigenous 
views, gun 
violence

See BOOK on 5A


