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M
ost Americans believe 
Thanksgiving cele-
brates a 1621 harvest 

feast in Plymouth, Massachu-
setts, shared by 50 Pilgrims 
and 90 Wampanoag natives. 
Before the Civil War, the first 
Thanksgiving celebration was 
thought to be the 1610 Thanks-
giving feast in Jamestown, Virginia, by 
colonists celebrating surviving a harsh 
winter.

But some historians believe the first 
Thanksgiving celebrations actually 
took place in Texas.

According to a Texas Almanac ar-
ticle by Mike Kingston, Juan de Onate 
worked for the Spanish crown. In 1597, 
Onate sent Vicente de Saldivar to blaze 
a trail from present-day Chihuahua, 
Mexico, to what is now El Paso, Texas.

In March of 1598, Onate 
started a 50-day march across 
the Chihuahuan Desert with 
500 soldiers and colonists and 
7,000 head of livestock. The 
group ran out of food and water 
after enduring seven days of 
deluging rain followed by 43 days 
of scorching heat. When they 

reached the Rio Grande, two colonists 
and two horses drowned attempting to 
quench their thirst.

After recovering for 10 days, Onate’s 

The first Thanksgiving may 
have actually been in Texas
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The six flags that have flown over Texas are (from left) Spain, France, 

Mexico, the Republic of Texas, the State of Texas and the United States 

of America. Some historians now say the first Thanksgiving celebrations 

might have taken place in Texas, involving Spanish settlers.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

Even before COVID-19 impact-
ed our everyday lives, local food 
pantries were seeing an increase 
in food distribution and donations 
year after year around the holidays 

— especially around Thanksgiving.
“Everybody comes out for 

Thanksgiving,” said Tom Newell, 
board chairman of the Denton 
Community Food Center.

Monday was one of the last food 
distribution days for the Food Cen-
ter before Thanksgiving. For the 

past two weeks, the food distribu-
tion that operates at 306 N. Loop 
288 has had 140 to 150 clients per 
day. Newell said they peaked Mon-
day at 260, which he added is nor-
mal around Thanksgiving.

“Thanksgiving is the biggest,” 
he said. “It traditionally has always 

been our busiest time of the year. 
The three days before Thanksgiving, 
our numbers have always doubled 
to almost tripled.”

Distribution at First Refuge 
Ministries’ pantries also spiked in 

Giving thanks

It’s the most eventful time of the year — for Denton-area food pantries

Al Key/DRC

Folks receive food at the Denton Community Food Center on Monday.

By Lucinda Breeding-Gonzales
Staff writer

cbreeding@dentonrc.com

Friends and former sources remem-
ber Mike Trimble, an Arkansas native 
and career newspaperman who ended 
his career at the Denton Record-Chroni-
cle, as an inimitable wit who was as gen-
tle and insightful as he was unabashed-

ly honest. Trimble, a 
longtime editorialist 
and writing coach, 
died on Nov. 20 at age 
78.

He died from com-
plications of cancer in 
Denton while in hos-
pice care.

Travis Mac Trimble 
was born Nov. 3, 1943, 

to Edgar Mac Trimble and Frances 
Trim Trimble, schoolteachers who had 
moved to Arkansas from Louisiana and 
settled in the small burg of Bauxite.

His mother taught English — Mike 
and his sister, Pat, were her students — 
but his father moved on to work as the 
personnel and safety director at Alcoa, 
which had a big aluminum-production 
plant at Bauxite.

Mike Trimble was the center and 
linebacker for the Bauxite Miners foot-
ball team. His time on the team and 
the boys who played with him would 
become the subjects of articles in the 
Arkansas Times magazine that aficio-
nados reportedly clipped, saved and 
read aloud at parties.

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer

zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

With more than a year of intense 
monitoring, counseling and peer sup-
port, veterans in Denton County ac-
cused of a crime can treat underlying 
military trauma and try to get the crim-
inal allegation dismissed through Vet-
erans Treatment Court.

With enhanced monitoring of any 
substance abuse through the first phase 
and many local veteran organizations 

to join for peer support after they’ve 
completed the program, veterans in 
Denton County who are accused of a 
crime and have an underlying men-
tal health problem can get their case 
dropped if they complete a treatment 
program that can last at least a year.

It’s a program that started in New 
York and made its way to Texas in 2009. 
Judge Forrest Beadle said the program 
has between 25 to 35 participants at a 
time, and the number will drop soon as 
more commence after Thanksgiving.

“[New York] started seeing veterans 
coming back from Iraq primarily enter 
into their drug court and failing, and 
the reason why they were failing was 
they were treating them for substance 
abuse issues, and they suddenly real-
ized [the veterans] had a lot of trauma,” 
Beadle said.

Beadle, then an assistant district 
attorney, said he was tasked in 2009 
to create a pilot program for a veterans 

Veterans who seek treatment 
can have crimes dismissed
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Members of the Veterans Treatment Court team gather at the Denton 

County Courthouse on Monday.

Writer Mike 
Trimble 
recalled for 
honest wit

Mike 

Trimble
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