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By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer

paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

The runoff for Denton mayor could 
come down to the 10 precincts in which 
incumbents Keely Briggs and Gerard 

Hudspeth were the most competitive 
on Election Day.

“It’s a compliment for both of us,” 
Hudspeth said of progressing to the 
runoff. “Being born and raised here, 
I have just a slight edge in the ability 
to get things done and a slight edge in 
more diverse appeal and experience.”

A litigation consultant, Hudspeth 
is in his second term as a Denton City 
Council member representing District 
1.

Briggs, the District 2 council mem-
ber in her third term and a community 

volunteer, led the race, carrying 33 of 
43 precincts in unofficial returns.

“We’re just going to keep going,” 
Briggs said. “I want to thank Gerard 
for running. We had a good campaign. 
We both did really great. We did all that 
work, and now we begin again. We’re 
going to do all we can to get back out to 
the polls to vote.”

The mayoral runoff is tentatively 
scheduled for Dec. 8.

Half of Hudspeth’s precinct wins 

are generally in west Denton, with the 
others in southeastern Denton. But in 
one of those — Precinct 1018 — he was 
separated from Briggs by 193 votes in 
unofficial returns. And the margins in 
other precincts were smaller — 1013 
(35), 1019 (31), 1039 (six), 1046 (20), 
4010 (70) and 4040 (67).

Hudspeth said that, indeed, turnout 
is critical in a runoff.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Election Day always comes with its 
share of revelations, but some things 
aren’t apparent until days or weeks af-
ter.

On Wednesday, Denton County res-

idents didn’t have all the answers yet. 
It could be days or weeks until official 
results are tallied by the Denton County 
Elections Administration — which can 
be said of every election year.

Despite that, some of the dust had 
already begun to settle by Wednesday 
afternoon.

Steady, but not busy
More than 68% of registered voters 

exercised their right at the polls before 

in-person Election 
Day voting kicked off 
Tuesday — a higher 
turnout rate for early 
voting than in the en-
tirety of the 2016 elec-
tion cycle.

All those early bal-
lots, in part enabled 
by an extended early 
voting window, freed up polling places 
Tuesday.

The long lines typical of Election 
Day didn’t materialize in Denton 
County this week the way they did in 
past elections.

“I didn’t hear reports of lines any-
where,” Frank Phillips, head of the 
county elections administration, said 
Wednesday.

Beyond that, he didn’t hear reports 
of any major voting issues in the county.

“I thought it was steady, but certain-
ly not what I would call busy for a pres-

idential [election],” he said.

There are still votes left to count
Phillips said there were roughly 14 

regular ballots left to be counted by 
Wednesday afternoon.

He said it was still possible that 
more mail-in ballots could come in 
throughout the day. Those would be 
counted if they were postmarked by the 

By Paul Bryant
Staff Writer

paul.bryant@dentonrc.com

Deb Armintor may have made his-
tory Tuesday when she 
received 27,587 votes 
in her reelection bid 
against Rick Baria for 
at-large Place 5 on the 
Denton City Council.

“It would take a lot 
of research to deter-
mine that, but I would 
not be at all surprised 
since this election was 
held in November instead of May when 
it would have normally been held,” 
Denton County Elections Administra-
tor Frank Phillips said.

Council members this year moved 
the election from May to November 
because of the pandemic. Historically, 
turnout is higher during presidential 
elections, officials have said.

A review of Denton municipal elec-
tion results from 1996 to 2020 shows 
that no candidate has come close to Ar-
mintor’s total on Election Day. In 1996, 
Denton’s population was about 78,000. 
Today, it’s more than 141,000.

“I don’t know the answer for sure, 
but when I think about this year’s un-
precedented numbers, and when you 
consider how much the population of 
Denton has grown, how historically 
low turnout for local elections typically 
are … it seems highly likely that I have 
received more votes any City Council 
candidate in the history of Denton,” 
Armintor said. “As a grassroots activ-
ist candidate who has always been the 
underdog … that is overwhelming and 
humbling beyond words. Democracy 
is a powerful thing. It was the people of 
Denton — the people I serve.”

A University of North Texas pro-
fessor, Armintor received 55.9% of the 
vote. Baria, a land planner, received 
44% of the vote (21,730). The com-
bined 49,317 votes are the second-most 
cast in any of the city races. The first is 

By Jonathan Lemire, Zeke Miller,
Jill Colvin and Alexandra Jaffe
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden won 
the battleground prizes of Michigan 
and Wisconsin on Wednesday, re-
claiming a key part of the “blue wall” 
that slipped away from Democrats four 
years ago and dramatically narrowing 
President Donald Trump’s pathway to 
reelection.

A full day after Election Day, neither 
candidate had cleared the 270 Elec-
toral College votes needed to win the 
White House. But Biden’s victories in 
the Great Lakes states left him at 264, 
meaning he was one battleground state 
away from crossing the threshold and 
becoming president-elect.

Biden, who has received more than 

71 million votes, the most in history, 
was joined by his running mate Kamala 
Harris at an afternoon news conference 
and said he now expected to win the 
presidency, though he stopped short of 
outright declaring victory.

“I will govern as an American pres-
ident,” Biden said. ”There will be no 

Biden on brink of 270

Democrat gets key electoral wins in Michigan, Wisconsin; Trump defiant

Julio Cortez/AP

Workers prepare mail-in ballots for counting Wednesday at the convention center in Lancaster, Pa., following Tuesday’s election.
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3 takeaways from Election Day in Denton County
A lot of people didn’t 
wait till Tuesday to vote
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By Zaira Perez and Matthew Suarez
Staff Writers

Democrats could see Joe Biden 
win the presidency — but they 
would inherit a divided government 
if they lose their edge in Congress’ 
lower chamber and lose the Senate, 
a local professor said Wednesday af-
ternoon.

The Associated Press reported 
Biden had 264 electoral votes of the 
270 needed to win the presidency by 

Wednesday evening, but results may 
take a few more days as Pennsylva-
nia still needs to count hundreds 
of thousands of votes. Elections of-
ficials in Nevada said more results 
will be released Thursday morning.

Parker Hevron, a political sci-
ence professor at Texas Woman’s 
University, said Biden could win 
the presidency with the votes that 

Experts discuss Democrat’s 

lead, Trump legal challenges
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10 precincts could decide mayoral runoff
Voters will have to 
return to polls Dec. 8 
to decide 3 city races
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