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By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Denton Mayor Chris Watts is ex-
pected Wednesday to declare a public 
emergency for the Green Tree Estates 
mobile home community, as the water 
well owner said he would shut off water 
to the residents on Friday.

The move authorizes the city staff to 
bring drinking water to the neighbor-
hood until the City Council can revisit the 
matter in another meeting on Friday.

Council members received their 
first briefing on the crisis Tuesday af-
ternoon. The briefing followed two 
neighborhood meetings held over the 
past two weeks. Several Green Tree 
residents gave public testimony to the 
council, and the entire proceeding was 
continuously translated to Spanish by 
Norman Barbosa, one of the city’s code 
enforcement officers.

The neighborhood was annexed 
into the city as part of a big sweep of an-
nexations in 2009-10. The city had an 

agreement with the Green Tree Estates 
water well owner to extend the city’s 
water service.

“The owner was not obliged to fol-
low it,” said Ken Banks, the city’s direc-
tor of utilities.

Banks told city officials that he ex-
pected the owner to continue to use 
the well water on his own property, but 
no longer deliver that water to the de-
cades-old system that served the rest of 
the mobile home community.

The city has argued that the well 
owner has been operating a public 

water supply and cannot abandon the 
service without 120 days’ notice, but 
neither state agency that governs public 
water supplies has sided with the city. 
The Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality has fined the well own-
er in the past for failing to meet state 
requirements but recently determined 
the system no longer fit the definition 
of a public water supply. The Public 
Utility Commission would not accept 
the city’s evidence that the well was a 
retail utility and thus subject to the lon-
ger notice.

While the residents have told city of-
ficials they don’t drink the water, they 
do depend on the system to supply wa-

ter for other vital needs, such as flush-
ing the toilet and washing.

During about five hours of testi-
mony and deliberation, Green Tree 
residents told city leaders that they are 
taxpayers, too, and all they were asking 
was for an equitable solution.

“We only want the same benefits ev-
eryone else receives,” Ednna Guajardo 
said.

Green Tree residents told the city 
staff that they were prepared to pay the 
same rate for the water as any other 
city customer, according to Deputy City 
Manager Mario Canizares.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer

marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Glowing laptop screens bounced 
off students’ faces Monday morning 
while they thought over deceptively 
important questions.

The Adkins Elementary 
third-graders were part of a small 
subset of their peers participating in 
a pilot program designed to moni-
tor social, physical and emotional 
well-being.

Questions were posed by 
Rhithm, a computer application 

designed by two locals, but it wasn’t 
the questions themselves that stood 
out the most.

When prompted by the screen 
with “How does your body feel to-
day?” or “How’s your energy today?” 
students were presented with sever-
al emojis to pick from.

For instance, a child might re-
spond by selecting a cartoon face 
showing anger, exhaustion or 
hunger. Josh Knutson, Rhithm 
co-founder and former therapist, 

Monitoring kids’ health

Locally-designed app uses emojis to gauge wellness in children
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Eight-year-old Emily Combs works on the Rhithm program in her third-grade classroom Monday at Adkins Elementary School in the 

Lantana area.

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

LEWISVILLE — More than 100 
years have passed since the Confederate 
soldier statue was raised in downtown 
Denton, and in a meeting Tuesday 
night that lasted no longer than it takes 
to drive from the foot of the statue to 
the Precinct 3 Building in Lewisville, a 
handful of people asked Denton Coun-
ty officials to acknowledge it as a bea-
con for the “lost cause.”

It was a meeting so short Denton 
County’s history and culture director 
missed the whole thing.

“Is it over?” Peggy Riddle said as she 
walked into the building.

About 20 minutes was all it took 
for another four people, all but one 
saying they are from Denton, to give 
a committee their suggestions on how 
the Confederate soldier statue in down-
town Denton should be contextualized.

“It was put there to send a message 
to black people to stay in their place,” 
one speaker from Denton said.

As cities around the nation debat-
ed what to do with the hundreds of 
Confederate monuments, a committee 
appointed in 2017 by Denton County 
commissioners recommended Den-
ton’s monument should stay but con-
text about its racist origins should be 
added.

This new committee, set up this 
year, is charged with making a recom-
mendation to the commissioners about 
which words will give the proper con-
text. The plan includes the addition of a 
new plaque, digital kiosks and a statue 

By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

Bob Montgomery, a longtime Den-
ton resident who served three terms on 
the Denton City Council, died Sunday 
in a local hospital following a fall. He 
was 84.

Montgomery served three terms on 
council, from 2002 to 2008, and served 
on various other boards and commis-
sions before his tenure. He spent 13 
years on the Historic Landmark Com-
mission and the Lake Ray Roberts 

Planning and Zoning Commission, and 
was passionate about the Denton Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau.

Of his accomplishments in public 
service, his wife, Kit King, said he was 
most proud of helping found the orig-
inal farmer’s market while on council, 
and was thrilled to see Denton finally 
get a convention center in late 2017.

“He was extremely proud of the fact 
that we finally got a convention center 
— he had been working on that for a 
long time,” King said. “It didn’t happen 
until he was out of office, but that didn’t 

matter to him. He was 
just glad that it got 
done.”

Prior to his roles in 
public service in Den-
ton, he served in the 
U.S. Army and went 
on to graduate from 
Officer Candidate 
School. He was a cap-

tain and served as a communications 
officer and as an officer for Training, 
Advising and Counseling before he was 
discharged.

He worked as a salesman in show-
rooms in the Dallas Apparel Mart and 
the Atlanta Apparel Mart, which is how 
he met King.

“His sense of humor was unbeliev-
able — sometimes it was good, some-
times not so much — but I’ll miss that 
very much,” she said. “And I’ll miss his 
storytelling. He was a great storyteller.”

Along with his wife, survivors in-
clude three children and their spouses, 
Allen and Tara Montgomery of Greens-
boro, North Carolina; Alice and Lane 
Rugeley of Cleburne; and Stacy and 

Scott MacLure of Port Orange, Florida; 
and five grandchildren, William Mont-
gomery, Caroline Rugeley Cocanough-
er, Ian MacLure, Rachel Rugeley and 
Kate Montgomery.

A memorial is scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Friday at Bill DeBerry Funeral Direc-
tors. The family is asking for donations 
in his name be sent to the United Way 
of Denton County.

JENNA DUNCAN can be reached at 
940-566-6889 and via Twitter at  
@jennafduncan.
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Mayor to declare emergency for Green Tree
Well owner says he will 
shut off water access; 
city will provide for the 
mobile home estates

See our previous coverage of Green Tree’s water 

situation in spanish at DentonRC.com.
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