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By Jenna Duncan
Staff Writer

jduncan@dentonrc.com

DALLAS — Texas Woman’s Univer-
sity Chancellor and President Carine 
Feyten is set to stay in charge of the 
school until 2023 after the Board of 
Regents voted unanimously to extend 
her contract by three years.

Her contract negotiations are set to 
happen during the Board of Regents 
meeting in August, when any raises or 
additional responsibilities will be ne-

gotiated, said Jill Jest-
er, the newly elected 
board chairwoman.

“Dr. Feyten has 
inspired not only stu-
dents but the facul-
ty and staff and the 
greater community,” 
Jester said. “I feel that 
one of her strengths is 
community and col-
laboration as well as getting our story 
out about the lives that change at Texas 

Woman’s, so the board is unanimous in 
wanting to negotiate a new contract.”

Feyten was first hired in July 2014, 
and her current contract is set to ex-
pire next year. Under her leadership, 
the university has created the Institute 
for Women’s Leadership, including the 
Center for Women in Business, and 
overseen the largest donations in school 
history including a nearly $10 million 
gift to establish the Woodcock Institute 
for Advancement of Neurocognitive 
Research and Applied Practice.

Also at the board meeting, the re-
gents authorized some spending mea-
sures, including a new parking lot on 
the former home of the golf course. Ad-
ditionally, university officials will buy 
the property at 1605 N. Locust St., a 
house that was converted into medical 
offices next to campus.

The property owner approached 
the university when they decided to sell 
the building, said Matt Flores, assistant 
vice president for university communi-
cations.

Currently, the property at the cor-
ner of North Locust and West College 
streets is valued at $259,437 according 
to the Denton Central Appraisal Dis-
trict.

Officials hope that the purchase can 
be completed early this summer, before 
turning the building into additional of-
fice space, Flores said.

JENNA DUNCAN can be reached at 
940-566-6889 and via Twitter at  
@jennafduncan.

By Peggy Heinkel-Wolfe
Staff Writer

pheinkel-wolfe@dentonrc.com

Last August, we thought it would be July.
In January, we thought it would be August.
Now it’s May, and we’re thinking September’s end.
The widening of the last 1.7 miles of Interstate 

35E through Denton won’t be complete until the fall 
school term is well underway, nearly a year later than 
first planned.

Texas Department of Transportation contractor 
OHL is building two new overpasses, one at Loop 288 
and another at Brinker Road, as part of the highway 
widening between the Mayhill Road and Dallas Drive 
exits.

TxDOT made about $1.4 billion in improvements 
on I-35E between Dallas and Denton that were fin-
ished in 2017. Another $3 billion-plus in work is 
needed, but there’s no money for it so far. To address 
congestion at South Loop 288 sooner rather than lat-
er, city and county officials put together a deal with 
a private developer. In exchange for about $8 million 
in incentives to build in Denton, Buc-ee’s advanced 
about $2 million for the improvements.

The $26.6 million project includes improvements to 
the northbound and southbound frontage road, includ-
ing where Buc-ee’s was built at the new Brinker overpass.

City spokesman Ryan Adams said the widening of 
Mayhill Road will eventually affect the northbound 
frontage road from Mayhill up to the south side of 
Loop 288. The city recently secured funding to re-
route Mayhill Road over the floodplain. Currently, Tx-
DOT is buying right of way to move the northbound 
frontage road in that area, although construction 
won’t begin until 2020.

Some business owners near the freeway have 
been concerned about the work on the frontage 
roads, which has been disruptive. City Engineer 
Todd Estes, who reviews the progress with TxDOT 
officials from time to time, said the frontage roads 
require major drainage improvements with the ex-
pansion.

By Lauren McGaughy
The Dallas Morning News

AUSTIN — A bill to outlaw red-
light cameras in Texas passed its final 
hurdle Friday.

The Texas Senate approved House 
Bill 1631 by a vote of 23-8. It now heads 
to Gov. Greg Abbott, who is expected to 
sign it into law.

“Red-light cameras violate the right 
to due process,” bill sponsor Sen. Bob 
Hall, R-Edgewood, said, “by creating a 
presumption that the registered owner 
of the car committed a violation.”

The bill would prohibit cities from 
operating photographic traffic camera 
systems that catch citizens speeding or 
running red lights and issue them fines. 
A handful of Texas cities, including Ar-
lington and Richardson, have quit us-
ing the devices, or, like DeSoto, decided 
against installing them.

But several others, including Dallas, 
Irving, Garland and Plano, continue to 
champion the cameras, which they say 
improve public safety.

In Denton, crews installed the first 
red-light cameras in 2006, the year 
after the city entered into its first con-
tract with Redflex Traffic Systems, part 
of Australia-based Redflex Holdings. 
Denton’s current contract with Redflex 
expires July 20.

The Senate did leave a provision 
that city governments can continue 
operating cameras through the end of 
their contracts as of May 7.

The cameras also bring in signif-
icant sums in fines every year. Dal-
las, for example, netted almost $5.8 
million from their $75-a-pop fines in 
2018. Half this went to the city and 
half to the state’s hospital trauma 
centers. Lawmakers have promised 
to make up the funds these trauma 
centers would lose if the bill is signed 
into law.

Debate lasted less than an hour Fri-
day.

By Dalton LaFerney
Staff Writer

dalton.laferney@dentonrc.com

The only Denton officer to die 
while in the line of duty was hon-
ored this week in Washington, 
D.C., as part of the National Police 

Week ceremonies.
Denton police say former Chief 

Alman G. Lanford was killed near 
Pilot Point in May 1957 as he chased 
a vehicle. It was not until Officer 
Ryan Grelle went through news-
paper archives and shared it with 
officials last year that Lanford got 
added to the National Law Enforce-
ment Memorial Wall.

“As far as we’re aware,” Grelle 

said, “[he] was the first one who was 
killed in the line of duty.”

About 340 names were added 
to the wall this week. Some of those 
names were for police officers across 
the country who died last year. Lan-
ford was among the officers whose 
historical deaths were honored.

Members of the Denton Police 
Department, including Chief Frank 
Dixon, traveled to the nation’s cap-

ital to mark National Police Week. 
They heard from President Donald 
Trump and other officials and par-
ticipated in various honorific cere-
monies.

“You do not hear it nearly 
enough, but Americans across this 
country love you, they support you, 
they respect you more than you 
would ever know, more than would, 
frankly, ever think even possible,” 

the president told police during a 
speech. “They have great respect for 
law enforcement and the job you 
do.”

Grelle and three other Denton 
police honor guard members were 
present for a candlelight vigil in 
which the names of the fallen offi-
cers were read. 
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An OHL construction crew works on the Brinker Road underpass Wednesday in Denton. Texas Department of Transportation officials still expect 
the widening of Interstate 35E between Mayhill Road and Dallas Drive to be finished by September, about nine months later than planned. The $26 
million project also includes the new underpass at I-35E and Loop 288 as well as the frontage roads.
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