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UNT set to lose  
top linebacker  
KD Davis after he 
opts to transfer 
late in offseason
>> Sports, 6A
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By Brooke Colombo
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The Denton County Jail has 
been found noncompliant in its in-

spection for the most recent fiscal 
year, with inspection notes flagging 
jail personnel for failure to conduct 
proper face-to-face observation 
of an inmate who later died of 

unknown causes.
The Texas Commission on Jail 

Standards performed the inspec-
tion March 8-10. The jail was still 
listed as noncompliant on the 
commission’s website Thursday 
afternoon.

Brandon Woods, the com-
mission’s executive director, said 
there have been 96 jail inspections 

conducted across the state for 
this fiscal year and 26 notices of 
noncompliance issued.

Assistant Chief Barry Caver has 
acted as jail administrator for the 
past 5½ years. He said this is the 
first time the jail was found non-
compliant under his leadership.

The inspection notes deficien-
cies in six areas. One includes 

supervision regarding the death of 
an inmate on Dec. 29, 2021.

Jail staff failed to conduct 
proper face-to-face observation of 
an inmate in Holding 1 who died of 
unknown causes, according to the 
inspection report.

Tarrant County Medical 

By Christian McPhate
Staff Writer

cmcphate@dentonrc.com

“Hope, one thing I have found to 
be true in public service. Occa-
sionally someone will disagree 
with you and instead of getting 
the facts, they choose to attack 
and discredit. Please be assured, 
everyone I know with the munici-
palities have total faith in you and 

your staff.” — Quote attributed to 
the Town of Copper Canyon, Jan. 6

“Working with you (Hope) and 
everyone in that office has been 
courteous and professional. I 
wanted you to know we do support 
you and think very highly of you 
and your staff and we wish you the 
best.” — Utility Tax Service LLC, 
Jan. 6

“We are blessed beyond belief 

to have you (Hope) 
and Don leading 
DCAD. The job 
performance of you 
(Hope McClure) 
and Don Spencer 
has been A+ off the 
charts. Much prog-
ress has been made 
and we just need to 
keep working together to stay the 
course and continue this positive 
trend.” — Quote attributed to a 
current Denton Central Appraisal 
District board member, Jan. 7

These are just a few of the 
quotes from Denton Central 
Appraisal District Chief Appraiser 

Hope McClure’s 
new 10-page re-
buttal of 46-year 
central appraisal 
district veteran 
Richard Petree’s 
report for DCAD’s 
Board of Directors. 
In McClure’s docu-
ment, she accuses 

the consultant of plagiarizing his 
own work and does her best to put 
to rest Petree’s claim about a toxic 
culture at the appraisal district.

Petree, a consultant with 
Abilene-based Western Valuation 

Chief appraiser mounts 
defense against study

DCAD’s McClure presents 10-page 
response to consultant’s report 
finding toxic work environment
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The Denton County Trans-
portation Authority board is a 
month out from making its final 
say on Connect bus routes and 
GoZone pricing, with discussion 
at Thursday’s board meeting 
suggesting members are leaning 
toward additional route cuts 
and a mixed GoZone fare model.

DCTA’s fixed-route bus sys-
tem in Denton and the pricing 
structure for the GoZone ride-
share service are arguably the 
two most pressing issues facing 
the board, excluding its ongoing 
search for a new CEO. The top-
ics have dominated meetings 
for months, Thursday being no 
exception.

For Denton’s bus system, 
board members were essen-
tially given seven options and 
asked for clarification on which 
ones to bring back next month. 
DCTA staff have worked with 
consultants — including Via 
Transportation, the contractor 
for GoZone — to analyze the bus 
routes, with the ultimate goal to 
combine the services into one 
fluid system.

The seven options differ, but 
all involve either changing or 
removing routes altogether. For 
example, Alternative C would 
see the agency cut Routes 4 
and 5 but keep 2, 3, 6 and 7. 
Route 4 runs between the Uni-
corn Lake area and the Rayzor 
Ranch shopping areas, while 
Route 5 runs from the Down-
town Denton Transit Center to 
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Denton County Jail fails inspection
Agency takes note of inmate death; 

jail administration awaits reinspection

Hope 
McClure

Richard 
Petree

At right, consultant Richard Petree’s letter introducing his report for the Denton Central Appraisal District Board of Directors. At left, the cov-
er page of DCAD Chief Appraiser Hope McClure’s 10-page rebuttal to Petree’s study. 

UNT has first basketball 
coach to earn $1 million
Grant McCasland will be the first 
North Texas basketball coach to make 
$1 million annually after signing a con-
tract that extends his deal by a year, 
through 2028-29. >> Sports, 6A

Baha’i Faith of Denton 
just wants to talk
The “Building Vibrant Communities” 
event this weekend is designed to 
start a conversation about ongoing 
concerns faced by the U.S. and the 
Denton community. >> Local, 2A

Decisions 
closer on 
buses, 
GoZone 
pricing
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