
3-DAY OUTLOOK | Weather, 2A

SUNDAY: Mostly sunny, 

warm but less humid.  

Low 65, high 92. 

MONDAY: Partly  

cloudy and warm.  

Low 68, high 91. 

TUESDAY: Partly  

cloudy and warm.  

Low 70, high 92.
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Call 940-566-6888 to subscribe.

Got a news tip or breaking news to report? 

Email drc@dentonrc.com, call 940-566-6860,  

or find us on Facebook and Twitter at @dentonrc.

Additional content, including 

interactive puzzles and games 

and a weekly news recap, can 
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Man arrested 
after allegedly 
driving fire truck
Blotter, 2A

‘Yes’ to this naughty 
and sweet comedy 
that you can stream
Arts & Community, 26A

Area football teams to start practice on Monday / Sports, 18A

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

Local school districts have given a 
mixed reaction to Denton County Pub-
lic Health’s Monday recommendation 
that schools delay in-person classes un-
til at least Sept. 8.

The recommendation came after 
state officials made clear local health 
authorities cannot issue a mandate 
closing schools to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus. That power remains 
with school districts.

Of the districts in northern Denton 
County, Denton ISD alone seems intent 
on keeping students out of classrooms 
until Sept. 8.

Denton school board members 
discussed what further campus clo-
sures would mean for this school year 
during Tuesday’s board meeting. An 
email sent to parents Thursday eve-
ning confirmed all district students 

would learn online until Sept. 8.
Lake Dallas responded to coun-

ty advice by issuing a news release 
Wednesday.

“To meet this recommendation, 
most Lake Dallas ISD students will 
begin the school year virtually, though 
schools will have learning groups at 
campuses for families who need in-per-
son support,” district officials wrote. 
“These groups will be kept as small as 
possible to implement social distanc-
ing.”

Students in those groups will 

Denton ISD alone so far in listening to DCPH
Other districts haven’t 
made the same call as 
Denton, which will be 
online only till Sept. 8

See SCHOOLS on 17A

By Zaira Perez
Staff Writer
zaira.perez@dentonrc.com

After Rose Costumes started 
making noise on social media about 
face masks and the COVID-19 situ-
ation at the Denton County Jail, the 
Denton County Sheriff ’s Office re-
turned unused, unopened boxes of 
donated masks to the store Thurs-
day.

Social media posts calling into 

question the Denton County Jail’s 
conditions and distribution of 
masks to inmates over the weekend 
led Sheriff Tracy Murphree to dis-
pute claims in a statement Monday. 
Photos purportedly showed female 
inmates wearing paper masks with 
holes, not the orange and gray fabric 
masks donated by Rose Costumes 

and volunteers, and living in a quar-
antine pod with mold, clogged toi-
lets and garbage piled in a bin.

After a back-and-forth about the 
masks between the Rose Costumes 
Facebook page and the sheriff ’s of-
fice, the masks reappeared at the 
costume shop.

“To have them dropped back 
off with a very brief letter, without 
giving an explanation of why they 
couldn’t be used [besides] ‘paper is 

easier’ by someone in the office ... it’s 
difficult to hear when we were asked 
to step up for our community,” said 
Annemarie Aldrich, owner of Rose 
Costumes. “To have them returned 
unopened was very upsetting.”

Aldrich said they donated about 
2,000 masks. Murphree’s state-
ment Monday said they still had 
about 700 cloth masks from Rose 

Masks returned unopened

Sheriff’s office brings back donation but Rose Costumes still seeks response

View jail inspection reports on  
DentonRC.com.

See MASKS on 15A

Jeff Woo/DRC

Kayly Nesser, communications coordinator for Rose Costumes’ Project Mask Makers, and Danny Garcia, the store’s assistant manager, 

hold up bags of returned masks the business and and volunteers made for Denton County Jail staff and inmates. The Denton County 

Sheriff’s Office returned hundreds of unused cloth masks to the store Thursday.

By Marshall Reid 
Staff Writer
marshall.reid@dentonrc.com

What do we know about children 
and COVID-19?

Frankly, not much.
Conflicting studies the world over 

indicate varying levels of infection 
among minors, especially young chil-
dren, and no conversation about chil-
dren this time of year is likely to exclude 
the start of a new school year.

Medical professionals, much like 
the layfolk among us, have recently de-
bated the various costs and benefits of 
opening school campuses for in-person 
classes.

One common argument is that chil-
dren are significantly harmed by ex-
tended virtual classes. Slower academic 
development, as well as fewer social in-
teractions, prove to be a real detriment 
to children learning remotely. Children 
with challenging home lives might be in 
greater physical danger, as well.

An oft-cited analysis published by 
the American Academy of Pediatrics 
makes just these points.

What’s 
known 
about kids, 
COVID-19

See CHILDREN on 19A

Matt 

Richardson, 

director 

of Denton 

County Pub-

lic Health, 

addresses 

the Argyle 

ISD school 

board 

during a 

special 

meeting 

Monday.
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FINAL SUNDAY

By Justin Grass
Staff Writer
jgrass@dentonrc.com

A caravan of cars spread the 
message of safer schools Satur-
day evening, with activists seek-
ing stricter criteria and planning 
for when in-person learning can 
resume.

Indivisible Denton County, 
which focuses on social justice 
issues, organized Saturday’s ral-

ly of around 10 vehicles. The lo-
cal political group has organized 
previous demonstrations, such 
as a July Fourth caravan that 
protested along Interstate 35E 
in support of Black Lives Matter 
and other equality efforts.

Saturday’s demonstration 
began at the Denton Police De-
partment and headed down 
Loop 288 and other roads be-
fore returning downtown. The 

protest came in the midst of de-
bate surrounding the reopening 
of schools during the COVID-19 
pandemic, as the organization 
advocates for clearer planning 
and more flexibility before 
schools return to normal.

Indivisible treasurer and 
event organizer Danja Franklin 
said the group relied on input 

A lot has changed since your midweek 

paper was printed, reflected in today’s 

e-Edition. A quick look at some of the 

new stories we have added:

 ■ Activists call for safer school 

reopenings. PAGE 1A

 ■ Blotter: Man allegedly took the 

wheel of fire engine. PAGE 2A

 ■ Use-of-force ad hoc committee 

plans for final report. PAGE 4A

WHAT’S NEW

Caravan participants want 
schools safe before opening

Protesters dis-

play messages 

and signs on 

their vehicles 

as part of a car 

caravan, lined up 

near the Denton 

Police Depart-

ment on Sat-

urday evening. 

Demonstrators 

called for clearer 

planning before 

schools open up 

for face-to-face 

classes.

Jeff Woo/DRCSee CARAVAN on 17A


